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T H E A S T U R I A S. 
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OV I E D O, the capital bf the Aftuf ia^/ 
ftands near thfe conflux of two little 
rivers, which pour their water into the Bay 
of Bifcay, at Villaviciofa. It was built by 
Froila, or Fruela, the fon of Alfdnfo 1/ 
furnamcd EI Catolico/ and iriade the feat of 
his dominion. This city contains one thou- 
fand five hundred and' fixty families, and 
has five thoufand eight hundred and ninety- 
five communicants, befides children under 
itn years of age, who are computed to be- 
about one thoufand fix hundred; fo that 
the whole pdpulation being feven thoufaiid' 
four hundred and ninety-five, they are riot 
five to a family. It has four parifli 
churches^ eight chapels, fix convents, and 
a fufficient number of priefts, with a biAop," 
his auxiliary^ and thirty-fix canons: The 
Vol. IL B bifhopric 
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liUhopric b worth £xty thoufand ducatt; 
and the chapter is reckoned eighty thou- 
£uid; the former being equal to iC*6>59i* 
i^s. II id. and the latter jC* 81789. is. ^d. 
per annum. 

The family where I took up my abode, 
was that of the auxiliary bifhop. He is 
j^dre than fix feet two inches high^ very 
ftoutt remarkably well made, handfome, 
youthful in his appearance, cheerful, adive^ 
and confiderably more than threefcore years 
of age. His manner is eafy, and his con« 
verfation lively. The title given to him is. 
Mod Illuftrious; and upon the firft ap- 
proach to him, you bend the knee, and kifs 
his ring, having previoufly received his 
benediction, figniiied by croiling with his 
right hand. 

His palace is far from elegant, yet by no 
means uncomfortable. You enter by the 
coach-houfe» and from thence pais through 
a door into the ftable, or up the ftair-cafe 
to the dwelling, which is over thefe. When, 
afcendcd, you go through a kind of gallery, 
or lobby, to the bifhop's apartments, con- 
fiding of a drawing-room of about thirty 
by eighteen, a little iludy, and a corrc- 

fponding 
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fpondlng bed-room. The dining-room it 
about twenty-four by twenty-two, and not 
far from it is- the littJe kitchen, with a few 
bed-rooms in the intermediate fpace. The 
whole has white walls, and ill -jointed 
floors. The chairs and the long table are 
of oak. 

If the palace itfelf is plain ; the ftile of 
Jiving is Hill more remarkable for its fiitt-^ 
plicity: enough for comfort, although littld 
for luxury, and lefs for oftentation. Out 
dinner comihonly confifted of a fopa, oi* 
bread ftewed in broth, followed by an oUa, 
compofcd of beef and mutton, a bit of ba- 
con j and fome faufages, with garvanzos, or* 
large Spanifli peas (cicer arietinum). At 
other tables they add veal and fowls. This 
was fucceeded by fome kind of roaft meat, 
or game ; and fifh, in fome (hape or other, 
brought up the rear. Every morning and 
evening, inflead of tea, chocolate, with Na- 
ples bifcuits, was handed round. 

The good bifhop filled up his mornings 
with the duties and fixndtions of his office, 
after dinner he took his fiefta, then either 
rode or walked^ and in the evenings con- 
verfed with his friends, who aflembled^ 
round him. His family confifted of hi^ 

B 2 chaplain. 



[ 4 } 

chdpldln, hii IccretAfyi Atul two pugcj) 
bclulci thcic, \m nephew^ who id one of 
the c^nohftp lived with hitn, und his grcAt 
nephew^ my travelling cotDpatiioni wus oc« 
Cdfion^tlly there. The \)Agcn W(iit ut his tii« 
}^kp und dtlend him when he goen from 
home. Hie remainder of their time U oc- 
cupied with rtudicw, nnd when qimlifiedi 
they rife into the priefthood, nnd, admitted 
to the table, become companionn, till u llv« 
ing offers to which the bifhop can prcfont 
them. The /^c//v (///v;, that in^, the reftor. 
of S. Andrew de Aguera, had been one of 
thefe, and whiKl I wag at Oviedo, an amia- 
ble young page wart ordained prieft, faid 
\m ih(i maf»i and fat down with ui at 
table. 

Having been rrconmicnded by count 
CampomancN t(» the Intendant, I fometimes^ 
with the canon, lVrq\icntcd his tcrfulliU or 
evening aflembly, Nvhcre I never failed to 
meet the count dc Penulba, a friend of 
CampomanrM. Jlere 1 found two apart- 
me«t«, one ihv cards, the other for conver* 
fation, both neat, the ibrmer fpaciouN and 
well proportioned. The company aflem-. 
bled in the card nxmi wan numerous) their 
game wni lottery, a gome reqtiiring neither 
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judgment nor memory; but the room fdt 
converfation was deferted. The count in-i 
deed was fo pplite as to quit the card- table; 
but as I felt that I had no right to expedt 
fuch a facrifice, I flaid only a fhort time^ 
and then either tormented the biftiop, who 
was no Frenchman, with my. miferable 
Spanifli, or, when I thought that I had fuf* 
ficiently trefpaiTed on his goodnefs, I rc» 
tired to my room. 

A few days after my arrival, I was pre- 
fent at a grand proceflion of the bifhop, 
with his canons, attended by the principal 
inhabitants, carrying torches, and preceded 
by the afhes of Santa Eululia, to implore 
rain from heaven. But this patronefs of 
the diocefe, deaf to their petitions, would 
not intercede for one refrefhihg fhower> 
and in confequence the maize was feorched 
up, and produced but little grain ; being 
at the time in bloflbm, it required daily 
(ho wers to prevent the blight, : . . •. 

From the frequency of proceflions, tht 
confumption of wax beconies confiderable 
in every part of Spain,^ more efpecially 
where the country is not Watered, either by 
rivers or by the noria. : But I am inclined 
- i B 3 to 



io thinks that the iame expence, if pro 
fcvly applied^ would in moft places fecure 
never filing fupply of water> and pay goo 
intereft for the capital employed. Govern 
ment is fenfible of this, and with a view t 
watering, as well as to navigation, encou 
rages the canals, not as with us, by leaving 
this moft important work to private adven 
turers, but as a national concern, at th 
national expence. 

After the proceflion, I went to vifit th 
thfpkioy or general work-houfe, and fount 
the numbers confined to be, men, fixty 
Jfive 5 boys, fifty- five ; women, ninety; girh 
ieventy; not including infants out at nurie 
The houie is large and commodious, con 
filling of four fpacious quadrangles, thro 
Aories high, and perfedlly well fitted up 
With comfortable work-rooms and dormi 
tories ; fome of thefe I found two hundre( 
tnd fifty feet in length, lofty and wide. T< 
fupport this eilablifhment, the funds ar< 
thirty thouiand ducata annually, arifing fron 
licences to fell brandy in the Ailurias; threi 
thoufimd from rents of land; and fomt 
other emoluments; being together equal u 
f^VLT thou&nd pounds fterliog^ befide$ thx 
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produce of their kbcmr, Which ifi ftated at 
thrfec thbtifand fealea^ or thirty pounds per 
tanurh, including what they make ft* theit 
own confomption. Among the twd huft^ 
dred and feighty ptrfdns fhut up ih this 
hofpicioi I ^w no cripple^j fo that theif 
labotjV iHkybe fairly fefekon^ at two fhil- 
Kngs and Ihree halfpence each per^nnum^ 
The expence of every pauper to the. publifc 
is riot fo eafily calculated, becaufe they re- 
ceive in deferted children. Here the motheir 
has nothing to do but to put the child intd 
the cradle, ring the bell, and then retire. 

Befides'thia refuge for the poor, and for 
their children, the bifhop caufes ferenty 
realcs to be diftributed every rtoniiiig at 
his gates, giving either a quarto or ah 
ochava to all who ccnht, and wetklf pen*- 
fions both to widows and to orphans. In 
addition to all this, the canons fcatter their 
alms plentifully as they walk the ftreets; 
and the fix convents adminifter bread and 
broth at noon, more cfpecially the Ben^J^ 
diaines, who, as the moft weakhy> are 
moft liberal in their donations. When fick, 
the poor have a commodious hofpital aU 
ways ready to receive them* 

B 4 Notwith* 
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Notwithilanding all that has beea done, 
tod what morcy in the way of char^ys ^^^^ 
be deviicd? beggars, clothed in rags, and 
covered with vermin^ fwarm in every Ilreet. 
Is it ^not therefore evident, that they have 
4ojie too much, increafing both the num- 
bers and the diflrefles of the poor, by the 
very means which have been employed to 
relieve their wants, ., . 

What incitement can we here find to in-* 
^uftry ? for, who will dig a )vell when h^ 
may dra\y water from the fountain ? Is he 
hungry ? the monafteries will feed him. \% 
ht fick ? an hofpital flands open to receive 
•him* Has he children ? he need not labour 
jto ^pport them ; they are well provided for 
^withput his care. Is he too lazy to go in 
/earch -of food ? he nQc4 only retire to the 
^fpicio. 

• Dry up the fountain, and every man will 
inftantly begin to dig a well ; burn the 
^fpicio, or diflipate its funds ; give no re- 
lief ^but. as a reward, that it may prove a 
ilimulus to induflry, and although at.firft 
the diftrcfs will be increafed, and the popu- 
lation will be diminifhed, yet, as the fruit 
of that induftry, which can fpring only 

from 
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from diftrcfsi the population will after- 
wardii ^dvanco in a conibnt and regular 
progrelTioni wealth will be dilTuied, and 
didreri will be confined to the cottage of 
the (lothful. 

« I wa« exceedingly plcafcd with the an« 
fwer of the bifhop, wlien I one day took 
the liberty to a(k him^ if he did not think 
he was doing han^ by the didribution of 
alma. ** Molt ^undoubtedly/* (aid^hc ^ *^ but 
** then it is the part of the magiHiratc to 
^ clear tlie (Irccts of beggars j it is tny 
y duty to give alms to all that aflc/* 

Among the widows pen Honed by the 
i)i(hopi were many who had lived in afHu- 
rnce whild they had hulbands. Thcfc were 
,the widows of lawyer^} who are numerous^ 
;md fpend all their gains. 

I went afterwards with don Antonio 
Dumndi and don Francifco Roca, to vilit 
the hofpitali of which the former is phyfi- 
cian^ the latter furgeon. Ihe nioft re* 
mi^rkable cafes were, tertians, droplicsii and 
a difeafe peculiar to this provuKC, called 
Mai Je k Ro/ii. 

The tertians were only remarkable, as 
yielding to the lancet, followed by emetics, 

cathartics, 
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c^tdiartics, and the bark. Perhaps tiie ktter 
were the really efficacious remedies^ and all 
the merit of the former might be mei^ljr 
negative. The dropfies were fi^n cured 
by cathartics, and abflinence from iirink, 
allowing no liquid but Xalf a pint of wine 
in twenty-four hours. 

The Mai de Ro/a has been confidered as 
a fpecfes of the leprofy; but to me it ap^ 
pears to have no affinity with that diiea£^. 
It attzrcks the back ef the handS) the in- 
fteps^ and the neck, where it de&ehds the 
Aernum, almpft to the cartilago zij^oides; 
but the reft of the body -is free. At firft it 
appears red, itccompanied wkh pain an& 
heat, but ends in fcurf. In the progr^s of 
this difeafc, vertigo and delirium (kcceed, 
with foul tongue, laffitude, ch^linefs, tears> 
and, according to the teftimohy of Dr. Du- 
rand* a peculiar propinfity to drown them- 
felves; it goes away in fummer, and returns 
in fpring. The difeafe may be cured by nitre 
and gentle cathartics; but, if negle^^^ it 
terminates in fcrophula, marafiHa, melan* 
choly, and madnefs. 

At Oviedo, as in moft of the great towns 
in Spain, an- hofpital for the lues isopened 

three 



three times in the year, to receive as many 
as the hofpital will hold ; but the furgeonis 
all orer the peninfula complain that pa^ 
tients are tardy in their application. This 
may ariie either from the violence of their 
treatment, or from the aiUdnefs of the 
i^rmptoms ; but v^hatever caufe may be af^ 
iigned, the confequence is, the univerfal 
prevalence of that complaint. 

The . difeafes which feem to be endemi- 
cal in the Afturias, are, intermittents, drop-* 
(ies, hyfteria, hypochondriafis, fcrophula, 
bronchocele, glandular obflrudions, ca«* 
chexies, fcurvy, leprofy, madnefs, epilepfy, 
attended with worms, apoplexy, and palfy, 
rheumatifm, phthifis, and erifipelas, with 
the mal de rofa, and the faana, or the 
itch. 

For the leprofy they havp in the Aftu- 
lias twenty hofpitals, called Lazaros. It 
appears in various forms: fome patients are 
covered over with a white dry fcurf, and 
lopk like millers ; in others the fkin is al- 
moft black, very thick, full of wrinkles, 
undtupus, and covered with a ioathfome 
pruft; others have one leg and. thigh enor- 
jnpufly fwelled, and full of varices, puftules, 

and 
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and ulcers^ fending forth a moft abominaf^ 
;blc fmcU. All cotjiplain of heat> \vith inoft 
intokrablc itching^ - Some patifiats^ioilead 
of the great lcg». have a mof): enormous 
fwcUing of one. Irn Ad,, more cfpccially the 
female fuhjcdlSt.or clfc have the features of 
the face fwoln to fuch.a dcgrtc, as. hardly 
to retain . the .human form ; others again 
have carbuncles, big as hazlc nuts, all over 
the furface of theit body. 
' The common itch (Icabics) is little lefs 
difgufting ihsxi the Icprply thus tranficntly 
described. It ufually attacks the heads of 
children^ and is attended w^th ulcers of the 
.foulcft nature, itching intolcriblc, and lice 
innumerable. It is commonly, preceded by 
.horripilation »and a frebricula, which termi- 
nate ill the cxpuUion of numerous little 
pimples like the fmall pox ; thefc, in 
healthy fubjcds, are large, pointed, red, 
quickly fuppurating; but at the end of 
nine or ten months they go away. Bad 
fubjcfts have this difcafc for life. The fe- 
. males arc more expofcd to it th^i males. 

Agi^c% fevers, and even pleurifies, arc 
faid often to terminate in fcabies, and this 
frequently gives place to them, returning 

however 
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however whert the fever ceafes. In adulti 
it takes po/Teffion of the hands and arms^ 
with the legs and thighs, covering theirt 
with* a filthy cruft* In wet weather the. 
itching becomes more troublefome, and to-*, 
wards nudnight is infupportable. The pa- 
tients, who labour under this difeafe, breed 
firones, a kind of vermin exceedingly mi-'; 
nute, yet vifible without the affiftance of a 
lens, which form channels between the cu- 
tide and the Ikin. 

The predifpofing caufe of all thefe dif- 
eafes may be fought for in humidity, arifing 
from the peculiar fituation of this province* 
This hilly country, bounded on the northi 
by the Bay of Bifcay, and to the Ibuth by 
fnowy mountains, is always temperate, anjl 
generally moift. The N. E. wind indeed 
is dry, attended with a bright fk/, and with 
a bracing air, but with every other wind 
the fun is obfcured by clouds. The north, 
wind always produces the moft drfcadful 
tempefts, and the N. W. is little better ^ 
both bring rsin in fummer, and the weit 
wind comes loaded a»t all times with moif- 
ture from the Atkntig, Ocean. . In May,- 
June, and July, they f^ldftm: fee the Xm >. 
, ' ;, but 
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but then, to balance this, in Augaft and 
September they as feldom fee a cloud. The 
coaft is here not only temperate, but moft 
fire from rain; but fuch is the moifhire 
of the hills, that no care is fufficient to 
preierve their fruits, their grain, their in-» 
ftruments of iron, from mould, from rot, 
fix)m ruft. Both the acetous and the pu« 
tiid fermentation here make a rapid pro- 
grefs. 

Befides the relaxing humidity of the cli* 
mate, the conunon food of the inhabitants 
contributes much to the prevalence of moil 
difeafes which infeft this principality. They 
eat little flefh, they drink little wine : their 
ufual diet is Indian corn, with beans, peas, 
chefnuts, apples, pears, melons, and cu- 
cumbers; and even their bread, made of 
Indian corn, has neither barm nor leaven, 
but is unfermented, and in the ftate of 
dough. Their drink is water. 

This account, colleftcd from gentlemen 
of the profeilion, is confirmed in the valua-* 
ble work of don Gafpar Caffal, an old phy<» 
fician, of more than common obfervation 
and experience, who has given to the pub-^ 
lie a natural hiftory of the Afturias. 

Although 
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Although fubJ6<ft ta fuch a variety of en- 
demica^ difbafes^ few coimlrids can produce 
more examples of longevity : many Ew ta 
die zg& ef a huiKired^ feme to a liundred 
and ten» aixd others much longer* Th^ 
fame obfervation may be extentted to Ga|-^ 
licia^ wbere^ in the parifh of S« Juan de 
Poyo^ A. IX lyz^-p the curate adminiflered 
the facrament to thirteen perfoas, who& 
ages together made one thousand &>ur hun^ 
dred and ninety-nine^ the^ youngeft of the& 
being one hundred and ten, and the oldeO: 
one hundred and twenty-feven^ But ki 
Villa de Fofinanes, one Juan de Outeyre, a 
poor labourer, died in the year 172^, aged 
more than one hundred and forty* fix 
years. 

When we confider the temperatxire of 
the donate, ariiing from its humidity, to- 
gether with the cooling winds from the 
Atlantic and the friowy mountains, we mufl^ 
naturally exped: ,to find inftances of pro- 
tracted age, with the prevalence of chrojii- 
cal complaints^ fuch maladies as are feldom 
nK>rtal. Whereas in warmer and in drier 
climates, nature comes fooner tg maturity, 

6 is 
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is fubjeft to more acute difeafesi and» like 
oombuftiblcs when burning with a vivid 
flame, is rapidly confumcd. 
. The phyfician reported a cafe too fm-f. 
gular tQ be eafily forgotten : a yo.uug man, 
aged twenty-eight, complaining of a feven, 
was bled twice without relief ^ and having 
fome fymptoms which indicated a different 
treatment, they gave him a bitter purge, 
which brought from him, in one day,, one 
hundred and feventy - three large worms, 
(the Uretes). Five days after this he paf- 
fed one hundred twenty-four, and the next 
day fcventy-three, and died. 

From the general hofpital, I wentiwith 
don Nicolas Trelles to vifit an hofpital for 
pilgrims, of which he is chaplain and con- 
feflbr. It is a mifcrable building, with a 
wretched hall, and numerous cells, by way 
of bed-rooms. Here pilgrims from every 
quarter of the globe, who are going to 
proftrate themfelvcs before the altar of S. 
Jago, in Gallicia, are received and lodged 
for three nights. When they arrive in O- 
vicdo, they prefent thcmfelves before one 
particular altar, and receive every man tcm 

quartos. 
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yiiartbs: Should he chance to die here, h^ 
is buried with more pomp than the firft 
jiobleman of the province, and is attended 
by all the canons to the grave; 

The rage for pilgrimage is much abated i 
but there are people livings who remember 
when it was the fafhion for all young men 
of fpirit, both in Italy and France, before 
they niarried, to go as pilgrims to S. Jago ; 
and even now it is not uncommon to fed 
ftraggling fome fe\v old men> and many 
companies df yoUng ones, purfuing thq fame 
route. We niet twelve fine made fellows> 
who catoe from Navarre^ fingiilg the ro- 
Ikry, and haftening towards the next con- 
vent> where they expefted to lodge, and re- 
ceive more money for the journey. 

S. Jago^ if I am i>6t miftakeh, was the 
firft who preached the gofpel to the Spa-i 
jiiards; but however this may be, their de- 
rotion fpring6 from gratitude; and the re- 
verence of all furrduhding nations^ who are 
acquainted with his military fame, is the 
juft reward of his undaunted prowefs> 
when^ mounted on a white horfe, he ap- 
peared in the air fighting againft the infi- 
dels, and putting them to flight before? 

Vol, Hi Q Ramiro, 



[ ,8 J 

* 

Ramiro, at the battle of SimanCas. (A. 17*. 

927.) 

The fight of pilgrims naturally reminded 
me of relics, and excited a curiofity to viiit 
thofe of the cathedral; and for that purpofe 
I made application to the bifhop, who the* 
next morning fent his nephew, the canon^ 
to fhew me every thing moft. curious among 
their treafures. Tradition fays, but I do 
not undertake to vindicate the truth of its^ 
report, nor indeed would our good bifliop^ 
tradition fays, and our good billiop, with 
becoming modefty, confiders it as poflible^ 
that when Cofroes, king of Perfia, pillaged 
Jerufalem, God, by his omnipotence, tranf- 
ported a cheft of incorruptible wood, made 
by the immediate followers of the apoftles^ 
and filled with relics, from Jerufalem^ by 
way of Africa, to Carthagcna, Seville, and 
Toledo, and from thence, with the infant don 
Pelayo, to the facred mountain near to Ovi- 
edo, and finally to the cathedral church of 
San Salvador. Upon its being opened. 
In the prefence of afiembled prelates, by 
the command of the fovereign, Alonzo the 
Great, were found portions of all the fol- 
lowing articles: the Rod of Mofes; the 

Manna 
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Manna which fell from heaven ; the Man- 
tle of Elias ; the Bones of the Holy Inno- 
cents; the Branch of Olive w^hich Chrift 
bore in his hand when he entered Jerufa- 
lem; great part of the true Crofs; eight 
Thorns of his Crown; the Sanftiffimo Su- 
dario^ or napkin ftained with his blood; 
the Reed, which he bore by way of fcep- 
tre ; his Garment ; his Sepulchre ; the 
Milk of the Blefled Virgin; the Hood, 
which fhe gave to S. Ildefonfo, archbifhop 
of Toledo; one of the three Crucifixes 
carved by Nicodemus; and a Crofs of the 
pureft gold, made by angels in the cathe- 
dral. 

^' Whofoever, called of God, fhall vifit 
thefe pfecious relics, fhall obtain remif- 
fion of one-third of the punifliment due 
to his fins, with indulgence for a thou- 
iand and four years, and fix quarentines, 
** &c. &c." Thus at leafl: runs the pro- 
mife, in the name of the pope, and by au- 
thority of the bifhop ; yet I doubt much, 
if thus worded, the promife be agreeable to 
the faith of catholics. All their bifbops 
and men of learning, with whom I have 
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had the honour to coiwcrfc, have folemnl 
afTured me, that without repentance, and 
fimi belief in the atonement, no power upo 
earth can ablblve the guilty; and that tl 
church claims no prerogative refpedling in 
dulgences, but that of remitting the punid 
ment which would otherwife be endure 
in purgatory, by thofe who fhall not hzy 
performed the penance appointed by tl 
church for each particular offence. Whc 
they prcmiie forty days indulgence, or; 
many forty davs as Ihall make one thouiac 
and tour jTcars, they do not mean abiblutd 
days and years, as if endlefs duration couj 
be divided into portions, to be meafured I: 
die rotation of the earth, for they hoi 
fuccclBon to be incon&ftent with the ida 
c^etcnuty ; but they mean, if I undcrftax 
tbcm right, the remiffion of fuch a poitic 
or quantity <^ puniihmcnt as ihall be eqo 
to forty days, or cue thoufand and fb« 
years penance, ihould their liycs be pit 
traded to luch a period as would allo^ 
tbcm to perfbnn the whok. Whcai ti 
points of diffinmce between pn>tctlants ai 
papdlls ihall be fairly and diitiiidly &sJbc^ 

d 
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tlie fubjedts of'difpute will vanifli, or at 
leaft they will have the better chance of 
coming to agreement. 

Some days after I had examined all thefe 
relics, the SanSli/pmo Sudario, or facred nap- 
kin, on which the Redeemer, during his 
paflion, imprefled his image, was expofed 
in the cathedral, to eight or ten thoufand 
peafants coUedled from all the furrounding 
villages, moft of whom had bafkets full of 
cakes and bread, which they elevated as 
high as poflible the inftant the curtain was 
withdrawn, in the full perfuafion that thefe 
cakes, thus expofed, would acquire virtue 
to cure or to alleviate all difeafes. Many 
lifted up their beads, and every one had 
fbmething or other to receive the divine 
energy, which he conceived to be con- 
ftantly proceeding from the facred image 
of his Lord. After a few minutes, one of 
the canons drew the curtain, and the mul-r 
titude retired. 

The monafteries in Oviedo are not highly 
interefting; yet two of them excited my cu- 
riofityj both of them belonging to the Be- 
nedid:ine order: the firft was of monks, 
whom I vifited for the fake of father Feyjoo, 
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whofe fame has extended to the moft dif 
tant nations. I went into his ceU, and con- 
verfed with thofe who had reverenced hin 
living. I examined the features of his buft 
but this having been taken when the cla] 
was no longer animated, it was from hii 
works alone that I could form any judg- 
ment of his mind. All who are converfani 
with thefe, will agree with me in thinking 
him, for general literature^ the firft writci 
of the Spaniih nation. 

« The convent of the Bencdiftine nuns J 
vifited chiefly on account of their great 
wealth. They are on^y fifty, and their re- 
venue is allowed to be twenty thoufanc 
ducats, or £*2,igj 51. 3i^- ^ year. Thej 
invited us to tea. I went with the canor 
and my young friend to their parlour; anc 
they aflembled with the lady abbefs at th< 
grate. Their converfation was lively, anc 
their behaviour perfectly cafy. I venturec 
to folicit one of them to fing; fhc waj 
young and handfome, genteel and delicate^ 
and her countenance was highly intereft- 
ingi but when (he began to chaunt a por- 
tion of the litany, fhe made me flart; foj 
having long fince forgotten all the fongs oi 

infancy. 
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infancy, and being accuflomed to fing only 
.in the choir, her voice was become harfh 
and grating on the ear. When we took 
our leave, they invited us to repeat our vi- 
fit; but, my curiofity was fatisfied, and my 
time was ihort. 

The building itfelf is worthy of attention 
for its vail extent, and for its elegance. 

The perfon to whom I was chiefly re- 
commended was the count of Penalba, a 
^an of good abilities, of gentle manners, 
^nd of uncommon information, for a no- 
:a>leman of Spain. 

I went with him to fee the hot fprings 
of Rivera de Abajoy at the diftance of fomc 
jniles from Ovieda The iituation is moft 
enchanting, in a little valley every where 
jfhut in by lofty mountains, excepting only 
a finall outlet for the ftream. The rock is 
Jimeftone, and the waters refemble thofe 
of Bath, both in temperature and in tafte. 
.The principal fpring rifes from the rock, 
and is near two inches in diameter. The 
baths are ill contrived, and feparated by a 
icold paflage from the drefling rooms. 

The virtues of thefe waters have not been 
^^certained, nor have they been analifed; 
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but the cafes in which they have been 
chiefly recommended are^ rheumatiim, pal- 
fy^ jaundice^ and ilerility; ^nd for thefb 
Aey are in the higheft eftimation. 

In the centre of the valley, on a little 
eminence, is a caille with round towers, 
called San Juan de Prtorio ; and near to it a 
church, moft romantically placed, with $. 
beautiful back ground of oaks and cheA 
nuts. 

As we returned, we vifited a new manu-* 
fafture of petroleum, eftablifhed near the 
city, according to a plan fent from Paris 
by count d' Aranda, and which I underiknd 
to be the fame with that invented by lord 
Dundonald. This will certainly become 
an objed: of importance, becaufe coal every 
where abounds in the Afturias, although it 
has never yet been turned to profit, on ac- 
count of its abominable fmell, arifing per- 
haps from the rock, between which it lies, 
and the fulphur, with which it is impreg- 
nated. It is well known that alcali and 
fulphur form the liver of fulphur, than 
which nothing is more offenfive to the 
noftrils. Now the whole province abounds 
with niarle, chalk, gypfum, pifolitc, or cal- 
careous 
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eareous freeftone, limeftone, marble; an^ 
the rock, which confines the coal, is wholly 
calcareous. But fhould they ever penetrate 
this ftratum, and find the coal in fchift, 1 
have no doubt that their coal would ceafe 
to be ofFenfive, At prefcnt they have not 
fufficient encouragement to work thefe 
mines, becaufe the country abounds with 
wood, and the prejudice againft coal is fo 
ftrong, that men to whom the multitude 
look up, have not fcrupled to attribute all 
the confumptive difeafes of our ifland tp 
the prevailing ufe of coal. 

The limeftone of this province every 
where abounds with foflil fhells. 

To the weft of Oviedo the foil is gyp- 
fcous, but they make no faltpetre, nor is 
^ere any fign of nitrous earth. 

The trees are, elm, afh, poplars, and a 
fpecies of the oak, called robles, an appel- 
lation perhaps derived from robur. In 
the low lands they get two crops in the 
year, taking after barley either maize or 
flax. Their wheat is very fine. 

The ploughs about Oviedo are, without 
exception, the worft I ever faw, and per- 
^ps the worft which the imagination caa 
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conceive. Tlic coulter is fixed in a beam 
by itfelf, with two oxen aud one man to 
work it; this goes firft, then follows the 
plough in the fame tfad:, with no iron ex- 
cepting at the point of the (liare. The 
handle is curved, to ferve the purpofe of 
fhccts, and has a mortice to receive the te- 
non of the beam, and itfelf is morticed into 
the tail of the ihare. It has a retch to raiic 
and to deprefs it. The whole is made in 
th6 mofl clumfy manner^ and at befl can 
only fcratch the ground, which, being 
moftly ftrong land, requires tp be well 
ploughed. 

The harrows have no iron^ and arc only 
ufed for maize ; the wheat ^d b^ley be-? 
ing always left unharrowed. 

The cart wheel has no fpokes, but con- 
iifts of a wooden ring or felloe, compofed of 
four quadrants, and is bifedted by a plank 
of about eight or ten inches wide, to re^ 
ceive the axis, which, being faftened to the 
wheel, turns round with it, making what 
is called an axis in peritrocheo. Some of 
thefe, for heavy work, are bound with iron, 
and have fpike nails with enormous heads. 
I had the curiofity to meafure the axis, and 

founcj 
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found it commonly more than eight inches 
idiarneter, but fometimes ten ; yet, I muft 
confefs^'that I was not furprifed at finding 
this quantity of frid:ion overlooked in the 
Afturia3, Jiaving obferved fo little attention 
paid to it even in England, where, till 
within thefe few years, the large wooden 
axis was univerlal ; and where, even in the 
prefent day, few farmers have adopted 
jron. 

To fet ^ny matter in a proper light, it is 
pften necefTary to view it in the two oppo- 
fite extremes. Now it muft be evident, 
that were it poffible to have the axis, of the 
fame diametef ,with the circumference of 
^he wheel, the friftion would not be in 
:fhe leaft abated, but would, as may be 
provedj and has been proved by the moft 
accurate experiments, be equal to one- 
third of the whole weight moving on a 
fmooth furface. Were it poffible to reduce 
the axis to a mathematical line, friction 
would altogether vanifh. Having found 
the two extremes, the imagination readily 
fcizes a general idea of the proportions 
which lie between them. Let us however 
fxamine thefe proportions with a more mi- 
nute 
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fiute attention. It is evident, that in -die 
former cafe, always fuppofing the plain 
to be horizontal, a power more than equa! 
to one ton would be neceflary to move three 
tons; whereas in the latter cafe, a fly would 
give motion to ten thoufand tons. 

Stating the diameter of the wheels to be 
four feet, and that of the axis to be eight 
inches, which are the ufual dimeniions in 
the Afturias, fomething more than one ton 
•would move eighteen tons; but, fuppofing 
the wheels to be five feet high, and the 
diameter of the axis to be two inches and 
an half, then fomething more than one ton 
would fet in motion feventy-two tons, the 
fricflion being always direftly as the diame- 
ter of the axis, and inverfely as the diameter 
of the wheel. Here I muft take occafion 
to obferve, that in point of fridtion, to di- 
minifli the axis will be found more advife- 
able than to increafe the diameter of the 
wheel, becaufe the friftion will be dimi- 
jiifhed only in the fimple proportion of the 
diameter; whereas, the degree of ftrength 
being given, the weight of the wheel will 
te nearly as the fquarc of the diameter. 
Whilft the motion is horizontal on a plain 

whicJl 
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which is perfedly hard, wheek Which are^ 
high, and confequently heavy, will have na 
other difadvantage than the fuperior cofty 
but on foft roads, and in moving either upr 
hill or down, the weight of the wheels 
muft not be overlooked, nor muft the dia- 
meter be difregarded. The weight in both 
cafes tells againft the horfe ; but, as to the 
diameter, a diftincftion muft be made. Go- 
ing up hill, in proportion as you elevate the 
axis above the horfes breaft, fo as for the line 
of draft to make an angle with the hill, in 
the fame proportion you lofe power. The 
truth of this propofition may be caught by 
moving in imagination the line of draft up 
and down in two oppoiite extremes. Elevate 
or deprefs it till it becomes perpendicular; 
the whole force of the horfe will tell for 
nothing, and he will adt only like a log of 
wood equal to him in weight. Let the 
line of draft make an angle of 45"* with the 
plain, on which the waggon is afcending, 
and one half of the force will be loft, In 
like manner by the compolition and refo- 
lution of forces, the exadt proportion of lofs; 
may be afcertained. In going down hill^ 
the diminution of fridtion, which is diredlly 
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as the diameter of the wheels makes it 
needful to create new friftion by chaining 
the wheels, or by a Aiding piece to prevent 
their rotation. 

In the Afturias, not fatisfied with the 
quantity of friftion arifing from a wooden 
axis of eight inches diameter revolving 
without greafe, they fix two wooden pins, 
which confine the axis in its place, fo near 
together, that they bind hard againft it^ 
and this they do only for the fake of the 
noife arifing from the fridion, and which^ 
whilft it appears to lull the oxen, and to in- 
cline both them and the driver to fleep, as 
they move flowly on, is confidercd as ex- 
citing them to labour, and thereby preclud- 
ing the neceflity of either fpeaking to them 
or pricking them with goads. This mu- 
fic, refembling the found of a poft-boy*s 
horn, is heard from morning to night in 
every part of the Afliurias, and, when at a 
great diftance, is not unpleafant even to a 
ftranger, but to the native peafant it ap- 
pears to fupply the place of all other, and 
to be the never-failing fource of calm en- 
joyment. 

In this country oxep fupply the place of 
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horfes, and confequently beef is cheap, be-^ 
ing fold for ten quarts the pound of twenty- 
four ounces, which is i ^ penny for a pound 
of fixteen ounces; mutt^in is fourteen 
quarts for the Afturian pounds or a f penny 
for fixteen ounces, including the alcavala, 
millpnes, and arbitrio. The bifhop tells 
mc,, that within his memory provifions 
were exaftly half the prefent prices. Bar- 
ley is twenty regies ; maize or Indian com^ 
thirty; French ♦beaijs, forty; wheat; from 
forty to fifty the fanega, which in the Aftu- 
rias differs little, as I apprehend, from one 
Englifh bufhel and an half; wheat there-* 
fore is from 5^. 4^. to 6^. 8^a a bufhel^ 
er about 6s. on the average. 

Monday, ^tigujl 21, I went with my 
young friend to pay a vifit for a few days 
to his father at Avilesy on the fea coaft, 
about five leagues from Oviedo. . 

The occafiori of this vifit was to be pre- 
fent at the feria, or church feaft, which in 
catholic countries all over the world, and 
even among proteftants in a degree, gives- 
occafijon to piuch traffic, and is confidered 
as a licentious feafon. 

The road was over the mountains. Thi^ 
X they 
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tllcy arc making at a vaft cxpcncc, zttd 
in a moft fubftantial manner, without the 
leaft attention to economy, or to any thing 
but their own ideas of utility and beauty. 
For fome miles near to Oviedo, and like- 
wife near to Aviles^ the road is made per** 
fedlly ftraight, very wide, and rounded in 
the middle. The foundation is laid with 
large maflcs of limeflone rock, covered with 
flones broken to a fmaller fize; and, to 
fupport the arch, which they apprehend 
would fpread like the arches of an edifice, 
fuppofing then! to have no lateral fupport, 
they abfolutely build two walls the whole 
extent of way. This certainly contributes: 
much to beauty, but not in the leaft to the 
principal parpofe for which it is defigned. 
The fides of the road being planted with 
trees, makes it a delightful walk for the itt* 
habitants. 

The ambition of Spaniards, in aiming at 
perfeftion, is no where more vifible than 
near Aviles. The ancient road turned about 
two hundred yards, in order to avoid a low 
and fwampy meadow; but now, at a vaft 
cxpence, they are determined to have a^ 
ftraight and fpacious avenue of near three 
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miles, like thofe of other cities. FtdvA 
Oviedo to Gijpn, a little fea-port to the 
eaft of Aviles, they ate making another 
road in the fame ftyle^ and at fimilar ex- 
pence. 

AvileS contains eight hundfed families^ 
with two parifh churches, three convents, 
ahd two hofpitals, of which one is for old 
women, the other foi* pilgrims going to 
San Jago. They have no manufaAures, ex- 
cept of copper and brafs pans for the fur- 
rounding Villages, and of fome thread fof 
their own confuriiptiort. 

Aviles is iitaated on the bank of a little 
river, about one league from the fea^ but 
within reach of the tide. It is every where 
furrounded by hills, which, for the moft 
part, are fertile to their fummits, arid are 
cither covered with flocks or fliaded by the 
rbble and the chefnut ; whilft the low lands 
a!re loaded with luxuriant traps cf wheat 
and maize. 

The houfe of my ybuhg friend is one of 
the mOft commodious I have fceui Aftef 
the fafhion of the country^ it is built round 
a court, but with only half the ufual corri-^ 
dor; for commonly this runs all round the 
Vol. II. D court. 
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court, like that ,£till feen in ibme of our 
groat old inns. In this houfe the gallery i» 
wide, and open to the fouth, and to the 
morning fun. The ground floor is given 
up wholly to the fervants, except one comer 
occupied by a chapel. The apartments are^ 
a dining-room, a drawing-room; both fpa- 
cious and lofty; one to the weft, looking to 
the ftreet, the other to the eaft, command- 
ing a lovely proipedlt which is bounded by 
the iea; four principal bed-chambers, and 
others inferior. Of thefe, two only were 
fingle bedded, the reft contained^ two, 
three, or upon occafion, four beds; for in 
Spain, even in refpedtable families, three 
or. four gentlemen will occaiionally occupy 
one room. 

Cuftom reconciles to this ; and, by the 
practice of Scotland, France, and Spain, I 
fee clearly that other nations can be recon- 
ciled to that which is molt difgufting to aa. 
Englifhman ; and certain it is, by what we 
fee daily in our cottages of the poor pea- 
fants, that our olfactory nerves may be re-- 
duced to fuch a; degree of torpid infenfibi- 
lity, as to be happy and contented in the 
midft of £lth and naftlnefs. 

I» 
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In this rcfpcfti no nation can furpaft the 
Spaniards I who, without difguft, without 
regard to decency, when lodging thus to- 
gcther in one room, conceal only by a nap« 
kin that which the French Hiut up in 
boxes, and hide in the little clofet where 
they keep their clothes. 

Upon occafion of this chufch feaft or 
feria, which, by the by, marks the origin of 
our word F«i/V, the concourfc of 11 rangers 
to Avilcs is confidcrablc, and every gentle- 
man opens his houfc for the reception of 
his friends. At this feafon the morning is 
fpent in lounging about to view the ihops, 
the cattle, and the people affemblcd in dio 
fair J and the evening is clofed by dancings 
The balls arc given by the principal per- 
Ton in the city, and fuch is the limplicity 
which reigns in this diftant province, that 
the fcrvants and pcafants arc allowed to 
crowd about the entrance of the room to 
fee the dance. The n^oft favourite dances 
are the Englidi, the minuet and the coun- 
try dance J but fometimes they dance tho 
cotillion, and, towards the clofc of the even* 
ing, the fandango^ 

Sunday^ Auguft 27, being the fourth day 

Da of 
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of the fair, and remarkably fine, the con- 
courfc of people, with the multitude of 
cattle, was furpriling, and the market was 
brifk. As proteftants, we muft be allowed 
to wonder at this pradlice. Beef here is fold 
for feven quarts and an half the pound of 
twenty-four ounces, and mutton eleven; 
bread, five quarts for the pound of twenty 
ounces; wheat, thirty- two reales the fane- 
ga, which weighs a quintal, and which, if 
fuppofed equal to the quintal of Catalonia^ 
will be ninety- two pounds English; bar- 
ley and maize, twenty-eight reales ; beans, 
thirty-fix. 

It is ftriking to obferve how com finds 
1:8 level all over Europe, whilfl butchers 
meat, which is not of fuch eafy tranfport, 
varies exceedingly in price. Thus, at Aviles, 
beef is under three halfpence; mutton is 
^TT pence for a pound of fixteen ounces, 
whilfl bread is 14. penny for the fame 
weight. 

No diflinftion in price is made between 
the prime pieces and the coarfe, nor be- 
tween fat meat and lean, becaufe the prices 
are fixed by the magiflratc, without refpe(fl 
to quality* The - confequence of this ar- 
rangement 
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rangement Is, that the meat is never &> 
good as it might be. Were the market 
free. , 

The government of this city is in two 
corregidors, four regidors, and a fyndip, 
who is annually chofen by the people to 
infpeft the meat, to vindicate their rights, 
and take care upon all occafions, that juf« 
tice fhall be done to them. 

Whilft I continued at Aviles, I difcovered, 
for the firft time, that the vifit is always to 
the lady ; that the mafter of the family is 
perfeftly at liberty to come or go; that there 
is no neceffity to take notice of him ; and 
that, if the daughter is handfomer than her 
mother, (he may, without offence, occupy 
the whole attention. This idea I found 
afterwards confirmed in the great metro- 
polis, by feeing gentlemen introduced to 
ladies of the firft fafhion, and vifiting them 
on the moft familiar footing, without the 
leaft acquaintance, or even perfonal know- 
ledge, of their hufbands. 

The fcience and pracSice of medicine are 
at the loweft ebb in Spain, but more elpe- 
cially in the Afturias. Fiat venefeSlto is ft ill. 
the favourite prcfcription, notwithftanding 

D3 the 
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^e ndicnile of Le Sage, and the ferious rea« 
ibning of Feyjoo. When the fond hufband 
meets the phyfician in the ilreet, and urges 
him to ftep in to fee his wife, Sangrado 
pulls out at once his lift of patients and his 
watch, tells him that he can not flop one 
moment, orders him inftantly to fetch the 
furgeon, and to have her blooded, promifing 
faithfully to fee her in the fpacc of half an 
hour. Palfies moil undoubtedly are frequent, 
but it is by no means clear, that thefe are 
always caufed by plethora, although in many 
cafes they certainly originate from fulnefs. 
Sangrado however has fuch a dread of palfy, 
that he bleeds his patient into a dropfy, or 
leaves him to languifh between life and 
death, a prey to the moft gloomy of all 
difeafes to which humanity is fubjed:. 

At the requeft of the bifhop, I vifited a 
friend of his, an old canon, who was threat- 
ened with a palfy by his phyficians. He 
had been twicQ blooded, and the queflion 
was, whether he fhould lofe more blood. 
I went to him inmiediately, and found him 
furrounded by his friends, who all flood 
looking on, expedling every moment to fee 
the fatal (Iroke, whilil he, fitting in his 

great 
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great arm chair^ apparently ifci perf&<^ 
health, yet with a gloomy and dejefted 
countenance, feemed to be waiting for the 
awful moment, without one ray of hope- to 
cheer his mind. Thofe of his friends, who 
could be fpared from buiinefs, continued 
with him; his neighbours dropped in to 
look upon him; but all continued filent, 
excepting fuch of them as thought it need- 
ful to afk him from time to time how he 
felt. No one entered into converfetion 
with him, nor would they fuffer him to 
look into a book. Notwithftanding this 
repeated venefedtion, his pulfe was rfemark- 
ably full and ftrongv He was of a jcertain 
age, lived well, and took no exercife, I 
could not hefitate what advice to give. At 
my requeft the room was cleared; he adopted 
the vegetable diet, and took exercife, Thu^ 
l>y degrees his fears were diffipated, and he 
returned once more to join the little circle of 
his friends in their innocent amufements^ 

At the defire of my friend at Aviles, I 
went to vifit a monk> who was related to 
the family, and found the good old man 
oying with agony of pain, arifing from the 
ftonCt The phyfician ordered nothing but 

D 4 MadaruQ 
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Madame Stevens Solvent i but thii wai too 
flow in its operation, and could give no 
prefent eafe from pain. I ordered the Ene^ 
ma MoIiMs, by way of warm fomcntationp 
to be ufed immediatelyi and to be repeated^ 
if occalion fliould rcquirei but the lirft ap- 
plication gave relief, and all the monki 
crowded round me to confult, each for 
himfelf, what ^vould be proper for his 
complaint. Among all thofo who came to 
me, I did not find one who was not af-* 
flidted cither with the ftone, the gravel, or 
with the hypochondriacal difcafc. For this 
I could afltgn no other cauft, but their in- 
ftftive life, and the want of animating hope, 
both common to the cloiftered tribe, 

From the monks I was fent for to a con-* 
vent of nuns, where I was confirmed in my 
Idea, that man is formetl not only for Iboial 
life, for that is found in convents, but for 
domeftic cares. Without a purfuit the mind 
muft languifh, and the health will fuffcr. 
The two nuns, whofc friends had rcqucfted 
my advice, were hc6lic, and I am fatisficd 
that others who confultcd mc were running 
the fame courfe i nature certainly never 
Intended them for nuns. Qther conlidcra-^ 

tfons 
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tlonn Apart, tkc fcvcrity of their dlfclplincp 
their riling at midnight from a wtirm bed 
to go into A cold chapel, k ill fuitevl to the 
delicacy of the female fcx, and mull be in* 
cvitable ruin to the tender conUitution. 

I w^ij much pleafcd with the good fenfft 
and flattered by the contidcnce of the lady 
abbels. When (he wavS defer ibing a dif- 
cufed breaAi and. t had faid, '' If t\m young 
•• lady vvei'e my filter, I Ihould delii-o to fee 
^* the brcaiir ihe anfwemi, " ICvcry lady 
♦• is filler to the phyfician who attends 
•' her I** and immediately defined the nua 
to go with me to a parlour. 0\\ cxutnina- 
tion I found it was a cancerous cafr, and 
recommended them to make application to 
a furgeoni 

After having paflcd ten days very plea* 
fantly at Avilcsi I went with the count 
Penalba to llay as n\any at LuanjO) or, as 
we Ihould pronovmce it, laianco. 

Luanjo has three hundred, and fevcnty 
houlesi and owe thouland eight Imndred 
fouls, of which one thouland three hui^ihed 
go to confcfiion and conmiunion, the other 
five hundixd are iniants. It is a litilo lea 
port| and carries on a coalling trade* 

The 
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The ride fr6m Aviks to Laanjo is chieffy 
on the fea coaft. When we arrived^ the fun 
wa6 £tu and the evening was fhut in. 

The habitation of the count is mafiive» 
chiefly calculated for ftrength^ and to refift 
the waves, which always wafh its folid 
baie^ and occafionally breaking againft the 
houie, iend their fbamipg fpray over the 
lofty roof into the ftrcet. Whilft I was 
there I was fo fortunate as to be witnefs to 
this fight. To enter the dwelling, you 
pafs through the coach-houfe, and find the 
ground floor given up to ftables. 

When we arrived, the great hall was al- 
ready occupied, as ufual, by the neigh- 
bours, who were amufing themfelves with 
cards; but, as we were under no obligation 
to join the party, which was not of the 
gcnteelefl cafl, we went up flairs, and took 
pofTeflion of a room which occafionally 
ferves for eating. 

The family confifled of the count and 
countefs, with their children, his two fif- 
ters, and her mother. His brother, a gen- 
teel young officer, was there upon a vifit. 
The family being thus numerous, and the 
greateft portion of the houfe being occu- 
pied 
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pied with offices, little remained for bed-» 
rooms. Thefe were few in number, and 
upon a contra<9:ed fcak. The room, in 
which I flept, was about eleven feet by 
fourteen, yet contained two beds, one for 
me, the other for the brother of the 
count. The walls are white limed, the 
floors are fmoothed with the addice, but 
not one is plained, and I do net recoiled; 
one ceiUng. The beds have no curtains^ 
The great hall where we dined is a double 
cube of about fifty by five and twenty; 
with thefe dimenfions, if well fitted up^ it 
would be elegant. 

The ftile of living refembled the old 
Britifh hofpitality; and the long oak ta- 
ble, furrounded by ftrong oak benches^ 
was every day well covered. 

I was at firft furprifed, and much difguft- 
ed, with a ragged and half naked vifitor, 
who came up at dinner time, walked round 
the table, fpoke freely to all the family, but 
in a manner to me quite unintelligible, fat 
dpwn occafionally at the bottom of the ta- 
ble, and fometin^es feized a bone, then 
laughed and chattered like a baboon; yet, 

with 
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with all this, appeared to give no ofiencc. 
Upon enquiry, I found that this miferable 
objeft was the idiot of the village ; and, as 
fuch, enjoyed the privilege of going where 
he pleafed, and of doing what he pleafed, 
without reftraint. 

Nothing can exceed their fimplicity of 
manners in this diftant province, Polifhed 
nations would be offended at their freedom, 
and the plainnefs with which they fpeak of 
things, which in the more advanced ftate 
of fociety muft not be even hinted at; yet 
fuch language neither gives difguft, nor 
tends to excite the paffions. But at the 
fame time familiarities, fuch as in other 
countries are efteemed innocent, and, being 
rightly underftpod, neither imply nor lead 
to guilt, would here, and all over Spain, be 
highly ofFenfive; would, if praftifed in pub- 
lic, excite univerfal horror, if in private, 
level every fence which virtue is engaged 
to maintain. 

They ufe no paint, no powder, no curls, 
no cap; nothing but a bit of riband bound 
round the head. In this fimplicity of drcfs, 
youth apd beauty may enjoy their triumph i 

but 
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kut the cJvl wt3a>^en» l\>r want oi' !hm!\>\\c^! 
ch^rm$» hAVt? m>Uui\j5 whivh < ^^u |>K<^i> tb^ 
eye. Yet gentlemen ^t^ nv>t ulh^jiether voi\i 
^Attention t\> thcnv. nor are thev inlcnUWe 
to thete attention.^* A ti^iilctiuAn ^4' Ln- 
tnjo h^d cut his^ Uttle jvrtion ot' u>KAvvi>t 
tnd had nulled xt uj> cateUdly in a Urip ot 
paper* makinit u cij^^r ulvnu tho iVcfeol'ti 
g^e quUh he lud doubled lwik» and 
pmched earetuHy the ends, then with n^A^ 
tare deliberation, h^kinj^ up hiii U^rh hi* 
flint* and hi^ Httle hit ot* *; W;*iif (hittm 
igniarmj he liruck a li^i?ht. kindled hij^ 
cigcur* began to <n>oke» wwd thuUnjf it work 
well he pretented it to the countcf^* 8h^ 
bowed and took it. tmokcd ii half out. and 
relVored it to hiu) a^^uin. 

After th<j counteii* hatl done with the cI* 
gar, and had joined the conveUation. in ^ 
few minuter ihe opcnetl her mouth , and 
lent out a ckmd ot linoke. She law xny 
fttrprile^ and alked the caute of it. I 
told h^r^ and imu^cdiatcly the pcrfun who 
wai fmoking drew in ll^ne Umrtv whitfj*. 
then opened hh inoutli to convtnw ine 
that nothing continueil there, and alter 
many minutes he breathed gut volutne^^ of 

thioke. 
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fmoke. This I find ia their common modd 
of fmokingj and without making it paHi 
through their lunga they think it ufc- 
lefs. 

The government of Luanjo is in a cor- 
rcgidor, afllfted by eight or ten regidort 
and two fyndics^ who are to protedfc the 
people from opprefllon, Thcfe magiftratca 
once a year make a contract with the 
butcher who will fupply the market cheap^ 
clh In confcquenco of this agreement, 
beef fella for fevcn quarts 1 mutton, ten § 
bread, fix per pound of twenty-four ounces. 
According to this, fuppofing the pound to 
be fixteen ouitccs, beef will be lA penny 1 
mutton, i| I bread, i| per pound. 

Labour is from three to five reales a' 
day, or, without fradtionsi from fcven pence 
to a (lulling. 

The land in all this province is eilimated 
by the dia de buyes^ or quantity which a 
yoke of oxen is fuppofed to plough in one 
day : but this differs in every diftritt. 
About Ovicdo they reckon the dia de buyes 
at fixty varas by thirty, or eighteen hun- 
dred fquare varas ) at Luanjo it is fixty- 
four by forty-eight, ur three thoufand and 
9 fixty- 
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fixty^twoj and about Gijon they call it Ic- 
vcnty by thirty-five, or two thouland four 
hundred and fifty vai*a$ fquarc i but in gc* 
neral the Jia Jc buyts may be token tor 
about half an acre. 

Near Luanjo the land produces^ of 
wheats ten fi>r one upon the feed» and as it 
pays one fanega^ or about ninety- two pound 
of wheat for every dia de buycs, we may 
reckon the rent at about fixteen ihillings 
the acre. 

After fpending a few days at Luanjo, we 
went to Carrio^ another couutry-houfe be- 
longing to the count, or rather to the 
countef$» becaufc in Spain the property of 
the hufband^ and of the wife are perfcdly 
diftin£):» As long as fhe lives no one can 
take it from her, and when (he dies, it palics 
to her children; or, fuppofmg it to be 
entailed^ it devolves immediately to her 
cldeft fon, who, at the age of twcnty-onc* 
or fooner if he marrie;^, takes poiictrioni 
even tliough his father Ihould be living. 
If ihe has titles of honour, (he carries them 
with her to her hufband, and tranfinits 
them to her heir. Upon marriage^ the 
hjulband makes a declaration of the efTedts 

belonging 
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belonging fcvcrally to liimfclf and td hit 
wifc) and her property is fo much vcftcd ' 
in her, that, in cafe of her hu{hand*s bank- 
ruptcy, his creditors have no power to 
touch it) but if at his death it is found 
that he has profpercd in the world, flic 
may claim her proportion of all the favings. 
The latter provifion is unqucllionably wife, 
but it may be imagined that the former 
rrtuft give much fcope to fraud, and cer- 
tainly it docs; but then there are not want- 
ing confidcrations to make men honeft. A 
tradefman of Oviedo, at marriage, gave in a 
fttlfe fpccification, with a view to defraud 
his creditors, fhould he unfortunately break* 
The wife died foon after, and her relations 
claimed all the cflw^ils of which he had de- 
livered in his de^ftration, as her property i 
and he, who had been well to pafs previous 
to marriage, was left dcflitutc, and could 
find no rcdrcfs. 

Carrio ift a commodious habitation, neat 
and comfortable, but without higher prctcn-* 
fions,fituatcd in themidll of a fertile country, 
near to a little river, and not fnr dlrtant from 
the Ictt, In the dome (lie chapel, the count 
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fl\c\vcd UK an ultar, \vi\i^ h is one lolid block 
uf in;\rl)l0| vvitl\ the ToUowinn; inll liptiou : 

Imp. Cjrfi^ii Avijivirto Dtvi K. 
Co»» I {. Imp, ao, l\mi. M. lo* 
l^rtti. Panur Tiilv Pol. {A. 
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Thi!^ block was fouiul at Cape Tuuri^, 
near the entrance into (r//7/ (jixa of tbc 
Romans) ami is inct\tiot\Oil, tt>getbcr with 
two others^ ililcovcrcil near to tl\e (an\e fpot, 
by MAriatw and Morales. 

Frxm\ Carrio we roile into G;/';;;, a con- 
fidcrable port, to which (lie l\nv»Jiih ixlort 
fbr filberts and che(huts. It contalits about 
eight hundred fatiiilies. Tl^ harbour, made 
and maintained at a vail expctue, is not 
reckoned Tafe \ but there is no other in the 
vicinity, which can (lai\d In competition 
with it. 

\Vc were cntertatnOil with r,reat hofpi- 
tality by Don l^ranciTco Paular b>ve Idan(>s, 
Acapuiu in the mnrine, who is retire^l from 
icrvioe. An old ofhcer in every country is 
A plcafknt comivmiotu and in no c<mntry 
iiYorc fo thAu in Spaiti. In this gentleman 

Vol. IL K I fbuud 
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I found all that a foreigner can wifli for^ 
good fcnfc, politcncfi,. and great informa- 
tion. 

The next morning,, wc returned by Car- 
rio to Luanjo ; and, in die way, flopped ini 
a beautiful meadow near CanJace^ to par- 
take of a little f&te champ£tre. 

At Pcran,, in this vicinity, in the lisnc- 
ftonc rock,. I met with a rich variety of 
extraneous fbflils^. of corals,, corallines, and: 
coralloides, with cockles^ expofed by tha 
fretting of the waves ; and, upon examina- 
tion, I traced this ftratum running up into* 
the country much above tlie leve} of the 
fea. 

During my refidence at Luanjo, the. 
count fhcwcd nie a royal ordinance, dated 
22d 0<flober xjtj^ ftating. That the prin- 
cipal caufc of the decay in agriculture was- 
the unlimited power of the landlord to cjedt 
his tenants at the expiration of their Icafcs ;, 
and appointing-, that, from henceforth, ia 
the Afturias, the farmer, provided he cul- 
tivated well, and was not conHderably be-* 
hind hand with his payments, Hiould nci* 
ther be ejected at the expiration of his term, 
nor have the rent raifcd; rcfcrving both to 

tlic 
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the laiidldrd and the teiramt^ an appeal ta 
ffcilful pcrfons^ who fhould regulate the 
Value of the iarm, and make compcnfation 
to the occupier, on his quitting it,* for aiiy 
improvements made either by himfclf or 
hy his anceftbrs; This provifeon, moft un^ 
^ubte^y^ is both wife and juft ; becaufe it 
not only fltaiulates the induftry of the far-- 
TXicr, but encourages his parfimony^ by 
Ihewing him where he can immediately 
make all his gains produdtiVe, and thereby 
pnxnotes the higheft improvement of the^ 
fcil* But, as for wifdom or juftice in the 
former pfovifion, I muft finely confefs, i 
can difcoVer neither* Every thing is worth^ 
what it will fetch > and if men, who wifh^ 
to find employment for M^ capitals, are 
willing toradvance the rent, why (hould not 
ikt landlord avail himielf of thi« ? In moil 
countries, the ruling powers are too bufy, 
and will be meddling, when things would 
naturally^ and without their interferencc> 
much better regulate themfelves« 

September 1 1, 1 returned to Aviles, and 
die count went to fpend a few days at an- 
other country-houfe, whither he preflcd 

£ z me 
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me much to bear him company; hut I had 
neither heahh nor fpirits for this cxcurfion* 

The rcfemhlancc between the Afturias 
and many partn of England is vcryftriking, 
The lame is the afpeil of the countiy, as 
to vcnhirc, inclofures, hvc hedges, hedge- 
rows, and woods ; the fame mixture of 
woodlands, araWc and rich paflurc i the 
fame kind of trees and crops of fruit, and 
cattle. 

Uoth fuflxT by humidity in winter, yet, 
from the fame fourcc, find an ample re- 
compenfe in fummer; and both enjoy a 
temperate climate, yet with this difference, 
that as to humidity and heat, the fcalc pre- 
ponderates on the fide of the Afturias. In 
flicltcred fpots/Wid not far diftant from the 
fca, they have olives, vines, and oranges. 

The cyder of this country is not fo good 
as ours ; but I am not able to determine, 
whether the fault is wholly in the making, 
or whether there is not likewife fomc na- 
tural impcrfedion in the fruit. Certain it 
is, that they pay little attcjition to this ar- 
ticle, neither fuifering the apples to hang 
the proper time upon the trees, nor feledl- 

ing 
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ing the beft kinds, nor leaving them to 
fweat, nor picking out bad fruit, nor rack- 
ing off the cyder when it is fine. The op- 
pofite of all this, both as' to-the liquor and 
the fruit, is the practice of our beft cydet 
counties. Not contented with racking once, 
we draw it off three or four times, if need- 
ful, always obferving to do this when the 
cyder is become fine. For this purpofe, 
they, who ^re mofi curious, will even fit 
up with it, when the time draws nigh, thlt 
they may feize the proper moment.- If the 
Afturians paid' attention to this, their cyder 
would become a confiderable article of ex- 
port, and, together with their nuts, and 
other fruits, would bring great wealth into 
the couatry.-^-Yet, with the;beft information 
and the fldoft minute attention, it is by no 
means certain, that they would ever be able 
to produce a liquor equal in ftrength to 
that of our beft counties, becaufe of the 
prevailing humidity ; on account of which, 
every thing this principality produces is in- 
ferior in its quality to the productions of a 
warmer climate. The herbs here dry away 
to nothing ; and the wood burnt upon the 
hearth,. makes little or no ^fties, yet pro- 
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duces (a much footi that the chlmneyi art 
perpetually choked. Such in the humidity 
of tl)ii province, that the millotoe growi 
not only on the oaki but w apploii p«ari| 
and thorsi, 

AU the way from AvilcD to OviedOf w« 
lound the harveil over, and the people, 
men, women* and childreni in the Md 
ihtedms o\it the grain with ilaili i becauie, 
in thin moiil and temperate province, they 
cannot ufo the trillo. 

Their Aail ii very heavy, and extravn- 
gantly lonif, not leffi than ^ve feet in com* 
mon, and the handiU^ ii nearly of the fame 
length. In confecjuence of thi», the motion 
of the Aail ii How, and the exertioni of tho 
thresher turn t^ little account. To under« 
ftand thii fubj«£^, we mud reioplleA the 
lawi of motion. Now, when qukik mo* 
tipn is communicated to the grain, whilili 
the Araw remain* unmovedi or when thci 
ilraw receives the Aroke, whilA the grain 
continues In a Aate of rcA, a feparation i« 
the cunfequence. When either movea 
(lowly, the other follows, and no feparation 
is effctftcd \ but the greater the velocity of 
either, the more certain and fpeedy is thu 
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fcpiafa^on ^rf'tlie grain. The fame effeft win 
ifoliow, iuppofing the ftraw and grain to 
l>e moved with different velocities, in pro- 
portion to that difference. We muft always 
remember, that the weight -of impinging 
foodies being given^ the magnitude of the 
ibroke k dire<3dy as the velocity. This 
principle rightly underftood and applied, 
would nGit ^nly long iince have banifhed 
lieavy flails for threflaing the lighter grains, 
but would, from the beginning, have led to 
the machine for coining now recently in- 
troduced at Birmingham, 

Threflnng is by no people better under- 
wood than by the Wiltihire peafants, who 
for wheat prefer a flail of three feet, weigh- 
ing about twenty-four ounces, wkh a hand- 
ilaff :of Ac lame lengthy 

In the Afturias, they depend upon the 
wind for winnowing, and have no idea of a 
machine for performing that operation in a 
bara. Were they to fee the fan, formed 
after themKKielof a machine, firft invented 
by Reilelius of Wurtemberg, called rotatilis 
fuStor et prejfar^ but difcovered by Dr. Papin, 
and from Holland introduced into this ifland^ 
it is to be hoped, that, without either pre- 

E 4 Judice 
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judice or fcruplcs, they would immediately 
adopt it ; and that no fanatic prieil^ as in 
North Britain, would condemn the ufe of 
it as impious, under the idea of not de- 
pending upon providence for a favourably 
breeze. 

When I returned to Oviedo, a gentle- 
man gave mc a coUedion of amber and of 
jet, of which there is great abundance in 
tliis province; but the two moft confiderr 
able mines of it are in the territory of Bcr 
loncia, one in a valley called Las Guerrias, 
the other on the fide of a high mountaip 
in the village of Arenas, in the parifh of 
Fal de Soto. The former is found in flate, 
and looks like wood ; but when broke, the 
nodules difcover a white cruft, inclofing 
yellow amber, bright and tranfparcnt. Jet, 
and a fpccics of kennel coal, abounding with 
marcafites, univcrfally accompany the am- 
ber. The natural hiftory of this curious 
fubftance is io little underftood, that every 
fa£l relating to it fhould be treafured up. 
Till of late years, it was found only on the 
fca-fliore, call up by the waves ; but even 
then the various infedls inclofcd in it, fuch 
as ants and tlies, proved it to be a produ<5tip/i 

of 
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cf the land. But now we find it foflil, aa4 
Jience trace a connection between bitumens ^ 
and refins. We fee it Ukewife as one li;ik 
in a vaft phain, the origin of which all phi* 
Jojfophers are labouring to difcover. We 
find it in a country, where the inclofing 
ftrata, and all the furrounding rocks, chatv 
ged with, marine Ihells and plants, fliew 
clearly, that both it and they are the depoK. 
fit of the ocean, — This fubjefl: will be fre^ 
quently refumed, and, from its vaft im-r 
portance, merits the moft minute attention* 
When every one began to talk of winter, 
I thought it expedient to prepare for my 
return towards the fouth,- before the moun- 
tains fhould be covered by the fnow, which 
pfjLially fall§ at the beginning of November, 
and Igmctimes even in the middle of Odo-^ 
ber, t was not indeed in a condition to 
undertake the journey; but the fear of be- 
ing fhut up in the Afturias, till the return 
of fpring, prevailed over all other confider- 
itions, and made me refolve to venture. 

As the account of my indifpofition may 
ferve towards the natural hiftory of the 
country, I fhall briefly give it. vThe 21ft 
pf Augiift, riding from Ovicdo to Aviles, 

on 
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en a rainy day, I was wet through ; and at 
the end of our journey^ as I had nothing 
at hand to change, I iu/Fered my clothes 
Co dry upon my back. I had, however^ 
flo reafon to think that I had taken cold» 
till I perceived that I wa6 gradually lofing 
the ufe of all my limbs» without either pain 
cr ftvcr. The phyfician, zt the end of one 
months confined me to my bed, and forbade 
me the ufe of wine, allowing me only water 
tttd Tegetables, till he had ;:educed me to 
the loweft ftate of debility^ I fubmitted ; 
buti feeling evidently that I was going faft 
from bad to worfe, I took my leave of him, 
and, by the ufe of the bark, with a gene«i 
rous diet, I regained fome degree jpf ftrength, 
and, getting myfelf placed upon a mule, I 
ventured to fet forwards on my waj^liQwaids 
the foutli. 

The faifhop and hia family exprefled their 
concern at my departure ; yet, confidering 
the humidity of their climate, and the near 
approach of winter, they were kind enough 
to confent that I ihould undertake the jour- 
ney, in hope that a warmer and a drier air 
might rcftore my health. 

JOURNEY 
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JOURNEY 

FROM THE 

ASTURIAS TO THE ESCURIAL. 

OCTOBER 2s I left Oviedo, aad pa£^ 
fing through fevcral little vill^gei^ 
pame to Mieres in the middle of the day* 
At night I found a comfortable bed at C(nth' 
^manes^ having travelled ten leagues and an 
half over delightful hills^ all either covered 
thick with w^ood^ or highly^ cultivated. 

In both theie places I was much fur- 
priied at the moderation of thejiif charges. 
At Mieres^ for a diih of eggs^ for drefiing mj 
fowl^ and for the ruido de la cafa^ that is, for 
^e noife of the houfe, or rather for attend'- 
ance, the good woman required only a real, 
or fomething more than two pence far- 
thing. At Campomanes, for the iame and 
^r my bed^ the demand was two reales. 

As 
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As wc approached the confines of the 
* principality, the fccnc greatly changed -, for, 
inftead of foft and fwclling hills, covered 
with grafs or clothed with woods ; fcarcely 
any thing was to be fecn but ftupendous 
rocks of limeftone, fomc in long ridges rifing 
perpendicular to the height of two or three 
'hundred feet, others cragged and broken 
into a thoufand forms. In this route, the 
way winds chiefly by the fide of little ri- 
vers, brooks, or torrents, till it has pafled 
ihe fummit of that vaft chain of mountains, 
which feparates the Afturias from the Old 
Caftille : yet in the midft of thefe ftupen- 
dous mountains, a few rich vallies inter- 
vene, each with its little village, in fize 
proportioned to the extent of land fufcep- 
tible of cultivation , 

In the ravins through which we pafled, 
I obferyed that all the mills have horizon- 
tal water-wheels. Thefc grind the corn 
very flowly, being fed by fingle grains ; but 
then to compenfate for this defeft, they 
place many near together, and the fame 
little ftream having communicated motion 
-to one wheel, pafles in fucceffion to the 
reft. Thefe are well fuited to a country 

abounding; 
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abounding with ftone for building, where 
water runs with rapidity down a deep 
defceiit; and whe^e difpatch is not re* 
quired. 

0<5tober 4, as we defcended towards Le- 
on, we overtook a Merino flock, belonging 
to the monaftcry of Guadalupe, in Eftra- 
madura. Thcfe monks have fulficient land 
near home to keep their flock during the 
winter months ; hut in the fummer, when 
their own mountains are fcorched, they 
fend their iliccp into the north, whcr^' 
having no lands, they are obliged to pay 
for pafturage. Tlicy were on their return 
towards the louth. 

The great lords, and tlic religious houfes, 
to whom belong thcfe tnUhumantcs, or tra- 
velling^ flocks, have peculiar privileges fe- 
cured to them by a fpecial code, called 
laws of the Mcfta; privileges, by many 
confidered as ineonfillent with the general 
good. 

This inftitution has been traced back to 
the year 1350, when the plague, which ra- 
vaged Europe for fevcral years, had defo- 
lated Spain, leaving only one- third of ili 
former inhabitants to cultivate the foil. 

But 



fiiit perhaps we ought to look for iti or^n 
in more remote and diilant ages, when thd 
whole country was occupied by fhepherd 
nationsi and when agriculture was but Iktfe 
known* Thefe cerfainfy were the firft in- 
kftbitants, or if not the fifft, at leaft, as the 
votaries of Pan« that venerable protedor of" 
die fleecy tribe^ they may claim precedency 
Vefbre the more modern worshippers of 
Cerea. Occupying the hills with their nu« 
merous flocks and herds, it was natural for 
them in winter to quit a country then co- 
vered deep with fhow, and to feek the more 
temperate regions of the fouth i till thefe^ 
burnt up by the returning fun^ refufed 
them paflure, and drove them back again 
to the mountains of the north, which, dur- 
ing the fummer months, are covered with 
perpetual verdure by the gradual melting of 
the fhow. 

The numbers of the Merino fheep are 
continually varying. Cajalerucla, who wrote 
A* D. 1627, complained that they were re- 
duced from feven millions to two millions 
and an half. Uflariz reckoned in his time 
ftur millions 5 but now they are near five* 
The ^oprietors are numerous, feme having 

only 
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only three or four thoufand, while othere 
have ten times that number. The Duke 
of Infantado has forty thoufand. Each pro- 
prietor has a mayoral or chief fhepherd,. tQ 
whoni he allows annually one hundred do- 
blons, or jT^y^ an4. a horfe> and for every 

flock of two hundred iheep^ a feparate fhep- 
herd, who is paid according to his merits 

from eight fhillmgs a month to thirty, be*- 

fides two pounds of bread a day for himfelfi. 

and as much for his dog^ with the privilege 

of keeping a few goats on his own account- 

The produce of wool is reckoned to he 
about five pounds from every ewe^and eight * 
from the wethers ; and to (hear eight of the 
former, or five of the latter, is reckoned 
a good day's work. Some, indeed,, allow 
twelve fheep to every (hearer; but evea 
this come& fliort of what we do in England,, 
where a common hand will dii^tch fixty 
in a day, and a good workman has beea 
known to finifh half aa many more. 

The wool of the Merino fheep is worth 
Httle fefs than twelve pence a pound, whiht 
that of the ftationary flocks fells for only 
fix pence ^ and every fheep is reckoned ta . 

yield 
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yield a clear profit of ten pence to the pro- 
prietor, after all expences are difcharged. 

When the (heep are travelling, they may 
feed freely on all the v/aftes and commons ; 
but, in pafling through a cultivated coun- 
try, they muft be coafined within their 
proper limits in a way which is ninety va- 
ras wide. Hence it comes to pafs, that, in 
fuch inhofpitablc diftridts, they are made 
to travel at the rate of fix or feven leagues 
a day; but where pafl;urc is to be had, they 
are fuffcred to move very flow. When 
• they arc to remove, either in the fpring or 
autumn, if the lord has no lands, where his 
flocks are to be ftationed, the chief flicp- 
herd goes before, and engages agifi;ment, 
either of thofe proprietors who have more 
than fufiicient for themfelves, or of the 
corporations, who, in Spain, have ufually 
extenfive wafl:es and commons round their 
cities. 

It is to thefe claims of the Merino flock 
that fome political writers have attributed 
the want of cultivation in the interior pro- 
vinces of Spain. 

• On defcending once more into the p!ains 
Z of 
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bf Old Caftille, an Gbfervatioi), confirmed 
by all with whom I had any communication 
on the fubjed:, occurred to me, that the 
wine on the fouth fide of the mduntains, 
being tranfported- to the north, , improves 
greatly in its flaVisBr, precifely ^s other 
wines improve by being removed to warmer 
climates. 

At the end of three days, v^rhen I arrived 
at Leon, I was fo well fatisfied with the 
attention of my guide, that we made a frefli 
agreement, and he accompanied me to Sa^ 
lamanca. For himfelf, and for his mule, 
I was to allow him a hard dollar, or about 
four {hillings a day, both in going and re- 
turning, he being to pay all his own ex- 
pences on the road, which, for a ftranger, 
is the beil: plan, although the natives find it 
more advantageous to maintain their guides. 
Having fettled all preliminaries, and 
made provifion for the journey, on the 6th 
of Oftober, we turned our backs on Leon ; 
and, being by this time tolerably acquainted 
with each others dialedl, we began a con- 
verfation by the way. The honeft fellow, 
taking a hearty fwig at the borracho^ or 
leathern bottle, which contained our wine. 
Vol. IL F broke 
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broke the filence, by telling met that this 

was the (kin of his moft fiivottiite cat; and 

then^ continuing his difcourfe^ gave ooe the 

hiftory , both of the cat and of the cotintries 

through which he had travelled with her 

fpoil. — ^This was to hio^ in all his journeys, 

a conftant companion, a nevcr-£suling fource 

of confolation ; and he appeared to be as 

fond of her now dead, as it was poflible for 

him to have been whilfl (he was fenfible of 

his careiTes. The fkin contained about a 

gallon, and ufually ferved us^ when filled, 

for more than half a day. 

The way was over an extenfive plain of 

fand and gravel, evidently brought from 

diftant hills, all fmooth, and rounded by 

the adlion of water. The crops are chiefly 

rye, with fome wheat and barley. Tl^ 

trees are the ilex, the poplar, and the elm. 

I was ftruck with the conftru6ion of 
their ploughs, not merely as having neither 

iheet, coulter, mould-board, fin (for to this 
dcfedt I was become familiar), but as hav- 
ing the (hare morticed into the curved beam 
at leafl three inches above its heel, creating 
thereby a degree of fridion, which muft 
greatly increaie the labour of the oxen. 

Wqmeo 
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Women hold the plough. The cart-wheel$ 
are of plank, fixed upon the axis, like thofe 
in the Afturias, only they are better made. 

The numerous villages contain from fifty 
to five or fix hundred mud-wall cottages^ 
but feem in gener^to be going to decay. 
The inns are more wretched than thofe of 
the Afturias, and are thought to be confi- 
derable, if they make up more than one 
bed. 

At l^oral, where we flept the firft night 
fircxn Leon, as ibon as we arrived, I fur- 
yeyed the premifes, and made out my in- 
ventory of the furniture ; finding ,in the 
chamber (for they had only one) two beds, 
two broken benches, one crippled table, 
and a little lamp dripping its oil, and fmpk- 
ing in the middle of the room. This cir- 
cumftance is not uncommon, becaufe they 
have no candles, and their lamps are of the 
moft jiide conftruAion. I was, hotvever, 
too much of a traveller to feel difguft, and 
w»$ preparing to fettle myielf comfi>rtably, 
when an old canon of Oviedo, with two 
fchool-tx^s, and a young friar, entering, 
told me, that they had befpoken this room 
ibme days before. I bowed fubmiffion, but 

F 2 flopped 
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flopped one moment to enquire the age of 
this young friar. He informed me, that 
he was now in his feventeenth year; and 
that, two years before, at Aviles, in the 
Afturias, having accompliflied his noviciate, 
he had bound himfelf^by the irrevocable 

VOWJ. 

When I had retired, my faithful guide 
informed me, that he had procured a bed 
for me at the houfe of the curate, who was 
a friend of his, whither he inflantly con- 
ducted me. Here I met with fuch a re- 
ception, that I had no reafon to lament my 
difappointment at the pofada. 

The next morning we arrived at Bena- 
vente, and in the way had occafion to ob- 
ferve a change of drefs. In this re(pe<ft, 
every province has fomething peculiar to 
itfelf. The peafants, who attracted my at- 
tention, were from Aftorga. They had 
round hats, leather jackets without fleeves, 
and trowfers fomewhat refembling thofe of 
Dutchmen, perfe<flly correfponding with 
what were formerly worn by the Brachati. 
Benavente is at prcfent remarkable only 
for the palace of the dutchefs, a vaft and 
(hapelefs pile, pofiefling the marks of great 

antiquity^ 
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antiquity, and commanding a moft exten- 
five property. This city feems to be going 
to decay, yet includes fix convents. It is 
divided into nine parifhes, and reckons 
two thoufand two hundred and thirty-four 
ibuls. 

Bread is here three quarts, or ^ penny 
a pound of fixteen ounces ; beef is {even 
quarts, or a fmall fraction under two pence; 
and mutton is two pence farthing a pound. 
The beft wine is about five pence a gallon. 
Thefe are the ftated prices, when beef and 
mutton are to be had; but my guide having 
neglected to make provifion for' himfelf^ 
mufi: have been contented to pick the bones 
of my miferable fowl, had it not been for 
the bounty of a traveller ^who had more 
than he could eat. 

The road from Leon to Zamora is about 
eighteen Spanifh leagues, all the way near 
the Efla, a little river whofe water runs 
into the Duero below Zamora. From this 
circumfl:ance the way is moftly level ; the 
foil, to a great depth, is either granite fand, 
or clay of a weak contexture; and the vil- 
lages are compofed of mud-wall cottages. 

At Santa Ovena, having the curiofity to 

F 3 meafure 



tneafure the room, which, like moft in 
Spaip, ferved the double purpofe of bed* 
chamber and parlour, I found it to be twelve 
feet by ten i yet, in thefe contraded limits 
were contained, a bed, the treflela for ano- 
ther, a chair, a table, with two large chefts 
for the king's tobacco, for barley, linen, and 
all the treafures of the family. The kitchen 
is nearly of the £une dimenfions : yet in this 
pofada I counted thirty -five horfes, nuiles, 
and affes, with their riders and drivers, who 
all found lodging for the night. 

Whilft I wzs at fupper, an old beggar 
entered ; when I had given him bread he 
kifTed it, bowed his head, and left the 
room. Struck with his behaviour, I fol- 
lowed him inftantly, and gave him money $ 
he bowed, kiifed it in filence, and left the 
|nn. 

Zamora, a city of great antiquity, is at 
prefent reduced very low, but formerly it 
muft have been confiderable, and will, I 
have no doubt, foon regain its confequence. 
Situated in a fertile country, on the con- 
fines of Portugal, watered by the Duero, 
and near the conflux of the Efla, it muf): 
always have invited plenty, and when the 

(ommuni- 
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emnmunlcAtlon ihall be opened by the ca« 
neiL for the tranfport , of ita produdtionii it 
will daily grow in wealth* The extent of itt 
lbrtificationi» twenty«three pariih churchen^ 
and fix teen conventa» inclofcd within the 
wallii in fonoe moafure ferve to (hew what 
it waij and the recent decorations of the 
cathedral give a good fpecimen of what it 
may hereafVer be. Thia building it oldt but 
the altar i« modern, and ia much to be ad<* 
mired for the variety of it« marblea, chiefly 
from the Afturiai, for the elegance of iti 
eompofitiont and for the beauty of it* hang« 
ing«, which are made of crimfon velvett 
richly embroidered with gold. 

The chief manufadturea are» of hatSt 
ftrgea, coar A cloth» and nitre i but for tho 
latter the climate i« by no mean* favour** 
able. 

Beef ii cheaper than at Benevente, being 
here only iix quarts, or fomething more 
than three halfpence a pound i but pork is 
nearly three times as muclv 

From Zamora we travelled only three 
league s> and refted for the ni^ht at C^rrahs^ 
a village of three hundred i\nd fixty cot- 
tages. It was not till next morning that I 

F 4 fully 
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fully comprehended for what reafbn we had 
made fo ihort a journey the preceding day i 
but^ upon our entering an exteniive foreft^ 
my provident condudtor told me, that he 
always chofe to meet the morning, rather 
than to be overtaken by the night/ v^rhep* 
ever he was to pafs through a foreft^ and 
that, by fuch precautions, he had frequently 
efcaped unmolefled where others had been 
robbed. 

From Corralcs we afcended gently for 
three leagues, and then defcending as many« 
at the end of feven hours we reached CaU 
suida de Valdeunciel, having travelled fpr a( 
leaft five hours through a foreft, in which, 
as we proceeded, my guide told me the 
names of the eminences tg be paiTed^ all 
diftinguiftied by one generic term Cenfef^ 
Jionarios^ implying, that on thefe the tra- 
veller would ftand in need of a confeflbr to 
prepare him for his fate. Confidering the 
vaft extent of this foreft, and its vicinity tp 
Portugal, no fituation can be more fa- 
vourable to robbers, or to the fmuggler 
who, when he has been plundered himfeli^ 
is apt to plunder others. 

Th? foil here is moft evidently decomr 

pofcd 
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pofed granite, with its quartz, fcW fpat, 
wd mica, Tl:kc trees are chiefly ilex, roble, 
and the cprk tree. 

All the way from Leon to Salamanca, 
for three and thirty leagues, or about one 
hundred and fifty miles, the country is fo 
flat and open, that the Moorilh horfe, when 
they invaded Spain, mult have met with 
nothing to impede their progrefs j becaufe, 
ip fuch extenfive plains, an opprelfed peo- 
ple, diipirited and difarmed, could have 
little inclination to make reliftance; and 
had it not been for a more hardy race in- 
habiting the mountains of the north, the 
whole peninfula might at this moment 
have been numbered among the followers 
of Mahomet. 

When I directed my courfe towards Sa- 
lamanca, it was with a view of paying a 
vifit, by appointment, to the marquis of 
Oviedo; but, unfortunately for mc, on my 
arrival, I found that he was detained by ill- 
ncfs at Madrid, This dUuppointuK^nt was 
the more vexatious, becaufe I had no let- 
ters, nor any profpedt of being introduced. 
I ventured, however, to prefent myfelf to 
Pr, Curti5> prefxdcnt of the Iriih college, 

who 
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who received mc with polltcrtefdi took me 
iimicr his pi^otcttlon, Aiidi during my ten 
dtiyn ubudc tat S(ikiuanca» contidcrrd mo m 
purt of his (luntly. 

His fi tuition Is rcfpcClahlc, dnd the con- 
tent, |>ttrt of which he t>ccupicS| is one of 
the bed: in vSptiin. tt wtis huilt A. D. t6i4» 
by the jcfuits, hut, upon their expultlon^ 
being found much too cxtcnflve lor any one 
focietyi it wiis divided i the touth lldc being 
given to the Irifh, and the tu>rth to the bt^ 
fliop of the diocde for his Ihidents. 

The wing, in the occupation of the 
former, is three ftories high, und mort thie^n 
two hundred feet long. In the middle of 
«Ach, through the whole extent, there rum 
A wide gallery to (ortu ix communication 
between n double rrtuge of licd-rt)oms. 
Thrfc lonfj gftllerirs hiiving no light ex- 
cepting flt the ends, aw. \\v\\ ttdftpted to the 
rllniAtc: for even t\t noon, nnd during the 
mod diflblving heats of fummer, they al- 
tnrti rt rt)ol reircAt. The whole building is 
covered with a terrace walk, conmuinding 
nil tbr rountryt und hero the yoting men 
take the uit. 

The winir devoted to the bifliop's col- 
lege 
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lege is nearly fimilar to this, with the ad-^ 
dition of a cloifter> and an elegant apart- 
ment of fixty feet by thirty, de£gned for 
conference and difputaticHis. 

The church is in common to both efla- 
blifhments, and is built upon fuch a plan 
as muft do credit to the tafle as well as to 
the wealth of the difgraced community. 

In the Iriih college, threefcore ftudents 
are received at a time, and when thefe are 
fent back to Ireland, the £uiie number 
from thence are admitted, to be like thenii 
trained up for the miniflry. Their courfc 
of educaticm requires eight years. They 
are expetfted to come welt founded in the 
languages ; and of the time allotted to them 
in Spain, four years are given up to the 
ftudy of philofophy, the remainder to divi« 
nity. The fyftem of philofophy includes 
logic, metaphyflcs, mathematics, phyfic, 
and ethics: for thefe they read Jacquier; 
and for theology they follow P, Collet. 
They rife every morning at half paft four, 
and have no vacations. 

The mode of giving lectures is perhaps 
peculiar to themfelves, but worthy to be 
followed in our oniverfitiesv The ftudents 

have 
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have queftions propofcd for their diTcaffioQ 
twice every day, and on thcfc they are in- 
formed what books to read; tlien, fup- 
pofing the fubjed to admit of a difpute, it 
is carried on by two of them under the 
diredlion of a moderator, who gives afSft- 
ance when it is wanted, and guides them 
to the truth. Where this mode of pro-P 
ceeding is not admiflible, the tutors;, in« 
ftead of giving formal ledlures, employ 
themfelves in the examination of their pu- 
pils, and the bufinefs of inflrudtion is thu9 
greatly e3^pedit?d. 

Doctor Curtis lives with his pupils like 
a father with his children i and, although 
in a flate of banifhmcnt, feems happy in the 
difcharge of his important fun<ftions« It is, 
however, much to be lamented, that he and 
they ihould be reduced to the ncccffity of 
feeking that proted:ion in a foreign and dif- 
tant country, to which they are entitled in 
their ovvm. This kind of pcrfecution is nei- 
ther juft nor politic. It is certain that igno- 
rance and bigotry have a ftrong connedioQ. 
Would you overcome inveterate prejudices, 
and are you anxious to baniih fuperftition ? 
let in the light. Would you conciliate the 

affe£tion( 
1 
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afTeftions of thofe. who differ from you m 
their religious creed ? no longer perfecute ^ 
embrace them, and from enemies they will 
become your friends ; let in the light, arid 
difference of opinion dies dway. Catholics, 
in the more enlightened countries, are no 
longer papifts; their whole fyftem is going 
to decay; and, without claiming' more than 
common fagacity, we may venture to fore- 
tel, that in proportion as the limits of to- 
leration fhall be extended, all that cannot 
bear the light will gradually vanifli, till the 
diftiniftion between catholics and proteftants . 
Ihall ceafe. 

To haften this event, the education of 
catholics in Ireland, for the purpofe of the 
miniftry, fhould not only be connived at, 
but fhould meet with all poffible encou- 
ragement. 

The univerfity of Salamanca was founded 
in the year 1200, by Alfonfo IX, king of 
Leon, and regulated by Alfonfo, furnanwd 
the Wife, (A. D. 1254) under whofe pro- 
tedtioa flouriflied the greateft aftronomers 
of Europe. This feminary foon rofe into 
importance, and became eminent in Eu- 
rope by acquaintance with the Arabian au- 
thors. 
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thers, and, through them, with the Greekr 
Its profefTors tranflated Avicena, who took 
the lead in medicine, and Averroes, wI)o 
had beftowed much time in ftudying Arif* 
totle ; but not fittisfied with copying froni 
the Arabs, they laboured much themfelves, 
and became juflly famous in their day for 
their knowledge in jurifprudence, and for 
their progrefs in all the fciences then culti- 
vated in Europe. The reverence of the 
firft profeflbrs of this univerfity for Arifto- 
tie and for Thomas Aquinas, continues to 
the prefent day. The court indeed has 
long declared war againfl them both, and 
repeatedly commanded that they fhould be 
abandoned ; but, not having adopted fuch 
methods as are pra<fticable, to fecure obe- 
dience, the old profeflbrs walk in the fano^ 
path in which their fathers walked before 
them. 

We are not however to imagine that Sa- 
lamanca produces no men of liberal ideas ^ 
far be it from us to entertain fuch a 
thought ; bccaufe we know that even in th^ 
darkeft ages, fome men of AJenpe were hid 
in convents, who, had they lived in more 
i^vourable times, would h^ve difiufed light, 

* and 
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and have been admired in the world. One 
fuch, and I doubt not there may be manyf 
I met with in D. Jofeph Diaz, a father of 
the Auguftines; who, for learning, good 
fenfe, and liberality of fcadiment, would be 
an ornament to any country. 

The ftudents were formerly reckoned 
about fixteen thoufand, but they are now 
much reduced; and, in 1785, the number 
matriculated was nineteen hundred and 
nine. 

The library is fpacious, and tolerably 
well furnifhed with modern books ; yet the 
bulk is traih, confiding principally of fcho<- 
laftic divinity. 

Of all the public edifices, the cathedral 
is the moft worthy of attention. The foun* 
dation of this ancient ftrudlure was laid 
A. D. 1513, but it was not finifhed till 
1734. It is three hundred and feventy- 
eight feet long, one hundred and eighty- 
one wide in the clear, one hundred and 
thirty high in the nave, and eighty in the 
ailes. The whole is beautiful, but the moft 
ftriking part^of this church, and of many 
public buildings in this city, is the fculp- 
ture^ which merits admiration, not only for 

the 
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the taftc therein dirplaycd, Inif (or Itrf cx'w 
ccllcnt prcfcrvntiott. Over thd principat 
door 18 rcprcfeiitcd, in bold relief, fho ado- 
ration of the fdgcfi j and over anotheri thd 
public entrance 6f Chrift into Jerufalem i 
all appearing as frcfli and fliarp as if they 
were but recently put up. 

The church of the Dominicans come<? 
little fliort of the cathedral in point of 
fculpture. It has a reprefentation of St. 
Stephen (loned, with a crucifix above it, 
all as large an life, and not apparently in- 
jured by the weather. Indeed in both thefe 
edifices the carvings. arc in fomc nicdfure 
protefted, not from a driving rain, but froirt 
its perpendicular dcfccnt, bcciuifc they fink 
back as much as the thickncfs of the wall 
will permit, which is at lead fix feet, and 
are furrounded by mouldings projeding 
confidcrably beyond the wall, '^^rhe pre- 
caution, without doubt, was prudent > yet I 
was not a little ftruck when I obfervcd the 
ornaments of bafs- relief prcfcrving their 
(harped: angles, even when cxpoled to the 
full force of the dcArudive elements. This 
circumftance may be readily accounted for> 
when wc conlidcr that the flonc is a ^rit, 
* * which 
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which when firft taken from the quArryi 
ii (oft I but| upon being cxpofod to the airi 
acquirer hArdnefs. Henco it is pccuikriy 
valudble both to the prchitttdt and the fculp^ 
tor I and to thefc propcrtlen \vc may attri- 
bute the beautiful monuments of art which 
abound in Salamanca. 

It would be tedious to defcribe the con* 
vent« and public Teminaries of this once fa<* 
mou« city I yeti to pats them all in lilencci 
would be inexculable. 1 thererorc briefly 
mention fuch as are moii worthy of atten- 
tion. 

Among thcfe niiiy certainly be reckoned 
the old college: here the quadmngle ii 
fmalli yet elegunti and the cloider, with 
its lour and twenty columns^ one of the 
prettied in Salamanca : the apartments are 
(H>mmodiouS) and thole of the regent arc in 
a fuperior (lile. 

The college of the archbilhop is built 
upon a larger fcale, more light at\d airy, 
and having four galleries of one hundred 
and thirty feeti with two aiul thirty co- 
lumns fupported by as nuuiy, whii h form 
the cloifter, it may be called magniticeut. 
The date of this building i($ 1550. 

Vol. IL G Cucuca 
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Cuenca college is remarkable at present 
foe its neatnefs and iimplicity; but the 
portico, when finUhed, will place it atnong 
the niofl elegant buildings of this city. 

The college of Oviedo, with the churches 
of the Augujiinos Calzados and of the Cnr^ 
melitas Defcalzosj deferve attention. 

Of all thefe colleges and convents, it were 
endlcfs to enumerate the treafures and rich 
jewels defigned fbr the fervice of the altar. 
Whatever is moft valuable, the produce of 
Europe, Afia, Africa, and America, is here 
coUcdtcd I and the beft workmen, in evciy 
country, have exerted all their tafte and 
ikill, each in his feveral branch, to iheW 
the perfedlion of his art. The ornamentis 
and drcflcs of the priefls are both rich and 
beautiful ; but the moft coftly piece of fur- 
niture, in moft convents, is the Cuftodia, 
that is, the depofitory of the hoft, or, ac- 
cording to the ideas of a catholic, the 
throne of the Moft High, when, upon fo- 
lemn feftivals, he appears to command the 
adoration of mankind. It is not uncom- 
mon to expend fix thoufand ounces of ill- 
ver upon one of thefe, befides gold and 
precious ftoncs ; yet, in moft of them, the 

work- 
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workmanfhip furpafles the Value of th? 

Tb« gr^at fq.uare, although laft men- 
tioned, is not leaft worthy =of attention. I 
hftd alnioft hourly occafiori to pafs through 
if^ 9Xid never faw it without pleafure. It 
is fpacious^ regular, built upon arches, and 
furrounded with piazzas. Such a fquare 
WQvld be admired even in London, or in 
Paris ; hut in a city like Salamanca, where 
aU the ftrejets are narrow, it gives peculiar 
expanfion to the lungs, when you .find 
yourfelf at liberty to breathe, when light 
burils uppn you by furprifc, and when 
fymmetry unites with greatnefs in all ths 
objects by which you are encompafled. 

The portico is not more to be adniire4 
for its beauty in the day, than for the prOf* 
tedJon it affords by night ; becaufe in this 
city they have an execrable cuftom, both 
o6Feniive to the noftrils, and deftrudtive of 
^ood clothes, fimilar to that for which the 
inhabitants of the Old Town in Edinburgh 
luve been defervedly reproached. 

In the year 1030, there was not a fingle 
^iOfiy^t in Salamanca; and in 1480 they 
jbad OflJy fix for men, and three for women; 
Jnit.now there are thirty-nine. In 15x8, 

G 2 they 
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they counted eleven thoufand virgins; at 
prefent the perfons under vows arc happily 
reduced to one thoufand five hundred and 
nineteen. 

The houfes arc no more than three thou« 
fand, yet they have twenty -fevcn pari/h 
churches, with fifteen chapels, and the 
clergy are, of thofe that are parochial, three 
hundred and ninety-nine ; of the cathedral, 
one hundred thirty- two; befides the royal 
clergy of S. Mark, forty-nine; amounting 
in the whole to five hundred and eighty. 

In a city where the convents and clergy 
are fo numerous, it may be well expe<ftcd 
that beggars will abound, and agreeably to 
this idea it is feen, that by the ample pro- 
vifidn here made for lazinefs, every ftreet 
fwarms with vagabonds, not merely with 
thofe who are proper objefts of compaf- 
fion. But with wretches, who, if compelled 
to work, would be found abundantly able 
to maintain themfelves. There is indeed 
an hofpicio, or general work-houfe, for 
their reception ; but as the funds are li- 
mited, and do not amount to fixteen hun- 
dred pounds a year, it can fupport only 
four hundred and fifty paupers. Should, 
however, the government be inclined to in- 
crease 
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CKafe thcfe ftind^t if will iitttkt? no ^rcdt 
di^rcitcf, Iwcttiilc tttc nunihci'ii liotti m 
lh« work-hoMic uiui the IlitcW will «i\v«ys 
bear pro)H>rlmit to (he iUnl iLltllHbutctI, 
Thin truth cttn Ican-ely be incuK'tttctl two 
often) htU I lliull tlcler tuy oblcrvtttiunt 
upon it, till \ v\nw to tirdt ot't'aiU/. 

Aiimng tho viimnia intplciurntn in thid 
hoTpicin* 1 vtAn muth plcttlrJ wiih one Kv 
weaving tajw, btith chcttp Ami Unvplc tu 
its cttnltruCUtin, oiul It) r\|>ctlitiiHis in ita 
work* tht4t H little cluU \vcttvc« ncAr til\y 
yardst amt a wontAu nuicc thitn one hun- 
dred aiul twenty, in a tUy. t (hdll delcrtb* 
it by the alUtlrtnce ul'a drawiui^. 
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The bobbin is worked by the left hand 
alone> the fingers being kept under the 
chain^ and the thumb above it. The flaie 
is held in the right hand to beat up the 
work. 

I was much pleafcd with the hufbandry 
in the vicinity of this city, as being fuited 
to the foil. The plough has neither coul- 
ter, fin, nor mould-board 5 but near the 
tail of the fhare it has two pins, fo dif* 
pofed as to lay the furrow in high rafters 
or ridges, like the roof of a houfc. In this 
condition the land is left till feed time, 
when the ploughman firft fows the grain, 
then flits the furrow; and thus the ktd^ 
being all covered at an equal depth, fprings 
away together, and appears as if it had been 
drilled. This, in a light foil, is certainly 
much better than cither to plough clean 
before the grain is put into the ground, or 
to fow it under furrow, according to the 
pradice of fome Englifh farmers; yet I am 
inclined to think that the Hampfhire me-p 
thod of fowing upon ftale fallows, and let- 
ting in the feed by drags, would be found 
piore profitable. 

It i& weU known, that by this modern 

iim^toVchi'tht, l3i6 value of land has been 

more 
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more tlun doubled upon all the Ilaxnpniirc 
hiUa. When they were accudoined to 
plough often for their wheat, as in the 
low countries, and upon (Irong land, it hat 
frequently happened, that after fowing four 
bu(hcl$ to oil acre, they have reaped only 
tight, and fomc times not more than half as 
much. But now, by fuffcring die land to 
fettle, by fcattcring tlieir feed upon the 
ground, when the whole perhaps is cover* 
ed with thiilles, and by palling their heavy 
drags twice over the field, moving each time 
the length-way of the furrow, they make 
a faving on the quantity of feed, and more 
than double the produce they were accuf- 
tomed to receive. By improving on this 
praAice, that is, by pufhing the principle 
fo far as to fold his iheep upon the land 
as fad as he had fown it, a judicious farmer, 
who lives at Cholterton in Wiltfhirc, a few 
years fince reaped forty budiels from an acre» 
on land which, with different management^ 
would probably never have yielded back 
the feed he fowcd, 

When I exprefs myfclf fatisfied* with the 
hufbandry in the neighbourhood of Sala^ 
manca, it is only fo far as it relates to 

G 4 ploughing) 
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ploughing ; for. in no other refpcft has it 
any claim to approbation. The ploughman 
and the grazier, inftcad of being united in 
the fame perfon, arc here eternally at vari- 
ance j and as the latter is the beft tenant, 
the great proprietors give him the prefer- 
ence. Hence the country has been depo- 
pulated, and the lands, which are in tillage, 
for want of cattle to manure and tread them, 
produce light crops of corn. This biftiopric 
formerly contained feven hundred and forty- 
eight corporation towns ; but now it has 
only three hundred and thirty-three, the 
other four hundred and fifteen being de- 
ferted, and their arable lands reduced to 
pafture. To fuch an extent is the depo- 
pulation ipread, that, in a fpace of {even 
leagues in length, and five in breadth, which 
formerly contained one hundred and twenty- 
feven towns, each with its corregidor and 
council, only thirteen remain. Thefe have 
forty-feven churches. 

The foil, I have faid, is light. It is a 
fand, and evidently a decompofed granite, 
becaufe, -upon examination, it is fttn to be 
plentifully charged with a fine white mica. 
The rock is chiefly granite, covered in fome 

places 
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places with fchift, but in others with fili- 
cious grit, which, as it appears to me, is 
nothing but the fine fand or broken quarts, 
of the granite, united by a cement. 

All men are jfond of iyftem : they aflem- 
ble fadts, and are never happier than when 
from thefe they can deduce fome general 
concliifion. The fafts I wifh to have re- 
corded, are fuch as may trace out the ori- 
gin of grit ', and I am at prefent much in- 
clined to think, that hereafter it will be 
given to the granite. The connexion, as 
it relates to vicinity, ftands confeffed, and 
ntiay be fo far ufeful in making out the hif- 
tory of that great revolution which once 
happened to our earth ; but, fipom my 
own obfervations, I am ready to infer a 
more intimate connexion, and that they 
ftand related to each other as eiFedl and 
caufe, or as the parent and his offspring. 

I have already fuggefted this idea, and 
have ventured to draw one conclufion from 
it in refpedt to Monjouy, near Barcelona. 
If well founded, this will affift us to ac- 
count for the aftonifhing number of large 
grit ftones, or grey whethers, as they are 
called, on the Wiltfhirc Downs, and will 

confirm 
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confirm the diluvian fyftcm iirft fuggeftcd 
by Mr. King, in the Philofophical Tranf- 
a^ons of 1767, I muft, however, refervc 
what I have to fay upon this fubjedt, till I 
come to the dcfcription of the Alps, on 
my return from Spain. 

The government of the city is in a cor- 
regidor, one alcalde mayor, and forty-eight 
regidores. 

When I had fatisfied my curiofity at Sa^ 
lamanca, and found my ftrength fo far re- 
ftored that I could with fafety profecutc 
my journey, I made an agreement with a 
Mo%o del CaminOy for himfelf and mule, to 
go with me to the Efcurial, not by the di- 
redt road, but by a fmall detour, in order 
to fee, at Piedrahita, a famous country-feat 
built by the Duke of Alba. The next day, 
after dinner, Odtober 22, I took leave of 
Dr. Curtis with a cordial regret at parting, 
|nd fet forward on my way, proceeding to- 
wards Alba, 

For the Iirft two leagues we afcended 
gradually ; then entered a foreft of ilex, 
which, as my guide informed me, ftretches 
eaft and weft near forty leagues. The acorns 
here are of the kind dcfcribed by Horace, 

a$ 
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as the origin of war among the rude in- 
habitants of an infant world, ** glandei^ 
** atque cubilia propter/' Not auftere^ 
like thofe of the oak, or of the conunoa 
ilex, but fweet and palatable, like the cheP- 
nut, they are food, not merely for the fwine> 
but for the peafants, and yield confiderable 
profit. Beyond the limits of this forc(^ 
we began to defcend through a fine culti^ 
Vated country, abounding with corn and 
wine ; and, at the diftance of four (hor% 
leagues from Salamanca, we reached ^iia^ 

This city contains at prefejitonly three 
hundred houfes, and has feven convents* 
One of them, that of the Carmelites, merits 
attention for its pidhires, and fot its trea^ 
fures ; but the greateft curiofity is the 
caftle, with its round tower, fupported hf 
four fquare ones, in which is depofited th^ 
armour of all the dukes of Alba. To this 
ancient edifice they have added, at fucceffive 
periods, more modern habitations, forming 
a confiderable quadrangle j Imt unfortu- 
nately all the rooms are fmall. 

About three leagues from hence, we en^ 
tered another vaft foreft of the ilex, where 
wc faw many droves of fwine, a village with 

a church, 
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a church, and only four cottages, including 
the habitation of the curate. Here wc 
took up our quarters in the middle of the 
day ; and having* left it, were proceeding 
towards Piedrahita, when a fall of heavy 
and inccflant rain compelled us to flop fhort 
of it, and to have recourfe for fhelter to a 
miferable village called Malpartido. The 
pofada had only one bed for the ufe of the 
whole family; and as that was occupied by 
a lad, fon to the good woman of the houfe, 
then dying of a putrid fever, we had a moft 
uncomfortable profpedt for the night. Be- 
fides the bed-chamber, they had, as ufual^ 
a kitchen, a room of about ten feet fquare, 
with an elevated hearifli in the centre of it, 
over which a little opening in the roof af- 
forded a vent for the fmoke. Around the 
hearth was a wide bench, which by day 
iiipplied the place of chairs, and by night 
fcrvcd the purpofe of a bed. Upon this 
they defigned to fcatter ftraw for me, leav- 
ing my guide to meafure his length on the 
bare board at the other end of this magni- 
ficent apartment. Happily, however, I had 
a pafs from count Campomanes in. my poc- 
ket. This I i^nt^ with my humble duty 

to 
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to the ttlcaKii\ rt^qurfting that he \vo\\\d he 
plealed to proture me a lodging for the 
night, la a few minutes the meflenger 
returned, and foon alter the alcalde ^\'a• 
announced, I n^(e up inftantly, prepared 
to meet him with profound rcfpert i hut, 
inftead of a haughty nuj»iihate, futh as my 
imagination had I'ouiVMveil himi hehold a 
little infignirtoant nvan, humhle in his ap- 
pearance, ilivlUil in a coLto, (ir leathern 
jacket delUtutr i»r' lK-e\v*s, and hound clolb 
round him with a »»lrille of the fanw mate- 
rials, lie iiUoimiil me, that he had made 
all arraiurrment; \ muI that the Wi\ hed in 
the villai»v was p-vp.wiug for uu\ He had 
fcarcTlv fu\illK-il, whtn the vouivjr maU;, 
whofc* plate I NV.\s to oci-upy, entered to 
expoihdatr ; l>uc thr alcalde* cut him (hort 
with Av A^/ /V'/;/.//.' ; and therefore, fmdinij 
that it was to no puipofr ti^ cixmplain, he 
quitted potVctfion with a good grace, and 
took up his lod\'i!ur in the houfe of fomc 
relatioi\. Having thus fecured a hed, I 
left my guide to takr j»ood care o{ the al- 
calde, as u lokrn of gratitude for his at- 
tention, and retired lo n^y quarters for the 
night. 

In 
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In my new habitation I met with ft com* 
fortdbb half cknn Hiccti, nnd w kind r^ci^p^ 
tion fron^ the WxmWy i und when .1 wufi to 
quit thcnt in the nmt ningi they could not 
bo pi'evttilcd wpc)n to wcuc^pt n raconipcnfo. 
I wttunuch furpriled ftt finding fui.'h gene* 
rous fc.ntimr.ntN in a cottngei but I have 
fmcc had frequent opportiuuticH of admir- 
ing the high (pint of the 8paniardH| (ind| m 
tw^'ty injldmys^ their contempt for moneys 
. The putrid lever waH not confuted to thp 
pofadtt J it raged without reflraint \ m^$ 
not only in tluH village, but in thofe of the 
vicinity, there wan fcarcely a houfe from 
which they h^id not lately buried one of the 
family. It u nuich to be hunented, that the 
curatcu in Spain are not tauj^ht the manage- 
ment of feverH. Am they umft attend the 
dying, to adnuniller the facramentHi it 
would be a deed of mercy well (\iited to 
their chanu*ter, and by no n\eafts inconfift- 
ent with their facred finuMionn, Ihould they 
learn to prefcribe the ntedlcineM, whicb, in 
Knglantl, when properly applied, /generally 
fuc<Tcd in ( heckinj^; thv^ tlilruir. iuul refcu- 
ing fr(»m deatli. 'i'lii-. knowledi^e nmy he 
cafily acquired ^ mm\ whenever it (Imll be 

univcrildly 
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univcffuUy tjiffulv 4, Icvcris will ccafc lo l)t 
Ibdcllivu'livk^ UN \\\ prclciu, ami will Ikj ic4r-» 
td in nuiny CiilcN wo iiu^rc than Hrc» whiclit 
well txguUtrdi IN tun only l\\ic^ but Iklutury ^ 
yct| iHulkrcil to lj|^cAd» it) latul to the houfe. 
It in not my intention to inliuuatci ti||t the 
two profclHons of phytic uiul iiivinity HioulJ 
be united^ Intt only thtit in t very pbcc thorc 
ihould be lon)e oite ut bund who nu^ht en- 
dofivour to e\tit\|;ui(b tluN ileilm^Hivc tiamc 
the nu)n\cnt it appeurn \ und, coniiderlng 
how ilnt^ll und tbitdy Icuttered are the viU 
kgcM in Spuiit, and bow wretched their in^ 
hiibituntj^, the curntc is the only perlbn from 
whom tbey nuy imtundly expcCl relief, 

I'ho ccniiury beyond Malpartido i% ex- 
cecdinj^ly bn>ken ; und the gmi^ite rocket 
€Xpolini\ their rugj^rd fronts without u co- 
verinj^, Ihew elertrlvi that the funmiit of 
this grrut chuin of numntains is not remote. 
Wc hud lurn u(l eiuling ftll the wuy fi*oi\i 
Sftkn^ttncrt i but when we lelt the 1 onnc^, 
fts WT draw hiiih to PirdndutiU the wutcrjt 
tftkc another i tMn*i'e, untl run into the /Vdaja, 

PiV^nfibi/if U A vilhtjv^ of one hundred ur^d 
Itfty houlbi w*ith three auivents And n bcu- 
terio, belonging to the dutchef^of Albuiiml 

4 fumou!^ 
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famous only on account of a country-feat 
crcifkcd here by the late duke, - in imitation 
of the English. Inflcad of being built round 
a court, with a corridor, like the Spanifh 
houfes, it prefents a.front of one hundred 
feet, with two projefting wings of fixty feet; 
and the ground floor, inftead of being aban- 
doned to coach-houfe and ftablcs, is occu- 
pied by the kitchen, the oflices, and the 
principal apartments ; and over thefe, arc 
bed-chambers for fervants. Contrary to the 
Spanifh cuftom, every room is ceiled, and 
the walls are papered. Altogether, it is a 
comfortable refidence ; but, to an Englifh- 
man, it has no great pretenlions. Had not 
the faireft part of its furniture been remov- 
ed, it would have feemed more beautiful; 
for the dutchefs, who had been there with 
her friends for a few weeks during the 
greateft heats of fummer, was lately return- 
ed to court, and her prcfence would have 
made a more humble habitation appear en- 
chanting. 

In leaving Piedrahita, we continued along . 
the valley, fhut in between high mountains, 
all covered with the ilex and gumciftus. 
Thefe, mixed with the grey granite rocks, 

make 
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make a beautiful appearance. As we ad- 
vanced, we overtook feveral Merino flocks, 
returning to the fouth. Near the Cafas del 
Puerto^ we entered another valley, running 
eaft and weft near ten leagues, and never 
much more than a mile in breadth. At the 
end of it, ftands Avtla. 

The foil is fand ; the plough is Uke that 
laft defcribed; the fields are divided into 
fmall portions ; and the pafture is common. 
Their fheep are folded, and the fhepherd 
remains all night with his dogs near his 
£ock, iheltered only by a ftraw cabin, juft 
large enough to ftretch himfelf at lengthy 
They have no iron about their carts, either 
on the wheels or axle-tree ; the whole is 
wood. The oxen are yoked in pairs, and 
draw heavy burdens by their horns. The 
drefs of the peafant is the cdleto. 

As foon as we arrived in Avila, I vifited 
the market, to make, as ufual, provifion 
for the day ; and having purchafed a kid, 
which, when the Merino flocks are pafl^ing, 
fells for about ten reales, or two (hillings, I 
fent it to the cook's (hop, and then began 
my rambles. Whilft I was making fome 
enquiries, a gentleman accofted me^ gave 

Vol. II. H me 
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me the in^rmations I required, undertook 
hixnfelf to be my guide, and, before we 
parted, made me engage to dine with him. 
This was D. Baltafar Lezaeta, a preben« 
dary of the cathedral i from whom I x^ 
ceived as much attention as if I had been 
reconmiended by a friend. 

Avila has at prefent only a thoufimd 
houfes, or one-fixth part of its former po-> 
pulation; yet the convents are not dinu« 
liifhed, being fixteen in number, nine for 
men, feven for women. Befides theie, it 
miaintains eight pariih churches, a cathe-* 
dral with forty canons, five hofpitalst and 
a univerfity. No wonder, then, that it 
fliould fwarm, as it does, with fturdy beg- 



gars. 



This city, built upon a granite rock, and 
inclofed by a w^all, with eighty-eight pro-r 
jefting towers, has every where the appear- 
ance of great antiquity, but more efpecially 
in the cathedral. 

In this are many things worthy of at- 
tention, but principally the cloifter, for its 
exquifite neatnefs, and elegant fimplicity. 
The facrifty is a good building, and the 
treafure contained in it, both in plate an4 

jewels. 
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jewels, would in England be called inefti- 
mable« The cuftodia, as ufual, of folid fil- 
ver, is four feet high, adorned with Ionic, 
Cofiipoiite, and Corinthian columns, and 
difplays much tafle both in its defign and 
execution. Among their jewels they have 
ihe peroral of the late archbifliop of To- 
leda, the infant don Luis, valuable chiefly 
for its gems, all large and of the fineft wa- 
ter. The choir has beautiful carvings. 

Of the convents, the moft remarkable are 
thoie of the Carmelites; one for nuns, the 
other for friars ; the latter built upon the 
fpot where S. Terefa was born, the former 
where (he took the veil. In this, the prin- 
cipal thing at prefent worthy to be noticed, 
is a picture by Morales, reprefenting a dead 
Chrift in his mother's arms; of which, no- 
thing need be faid after having named the 
painter, becaufe all his works have fuch 
peculiar fbftnefs and expreflion, that men 
have univerfally agreed in calling him, di- 
vine. The Carmelites of Avila once pof- 
fefled a treafure infinitely more valuable to 
them than jll the piftures ever painted by 
Morales : this was the body of S. Terefa. 
It was originally interred at Alba, A. D. 
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1582, hut three years afterwards it was 
lecri ttly tukeii up, and conveyed to Avila« 
where it was not fuffered long to refti for 
the iluke of Alba finding all other expa« 
ditMits vain, made application to the popdi 
and obtained m\ order for its return. 

The life of S. Terefa, lately publiflwd 
among thofe of other faints, by the ReVt 
A. Hutler, is peculiarly intereftijig. Her 
fran)e was naturally delicate, her imaginar 
tion lively, and her nund, incapable of be- 
ing fixed by trivial objtJiiVti, turned with 
avidity to thole which religion offered, the 
moment they were prefented to her view. 
Hut unfortunately meeting with the writ* 
ingy of S. Jeroni, (lie became enamoured of 
the monallic life, aiul quitting the line for 
which nature defigned her, fhe renounced 
the moll endearing ties, and bound herfelf 
by the irrevocable vow. Deep melancholy 
iht n fcized on her, and increafed to fuch a 
degrcr, that for many days ihe lay both 
aiotionlcfh and fenlMels, like one who is in 
tt tram r. llcr tender frame, thus ihaken, 
prepared her for extafies and vifi^ns, fuch 
as it might a[i|iear invidious to repeat, were 
lluy not related by hcrfcU*, and by her 

greateft 
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greateft admirers. She tells us» that In the 
ifervour of her devotion, ihe not only be- 
came infenlible to every thing around her, 
but that her body was often lifted up from 
the earth, although Ihe endeavoured to re- 
flft the motion i and biihop Yepez relates 
in particular, that when Ihe was going to 
receive the eucharift at Avila, ihe was 
raifed in a rapture higher than the grate, 
through which, as ufual in nunneries, it 
was prefented to her. She often heard the 
voice of God when ihe was recovered from 
a trance, but fometimes the devil, by imi- 
tation, endeavoured to deceive her i yet (he 
was always able to detedt the fraud. She 
frequently faw S, Peter and S, Paul ftand- 
ing on her left hand, whilil our Lord pre- 
fented himfelf before her eyes in fuch a 
manner, that it was impoftible for her to 
think it was the devil; yet, in obedience 
to the church, and by the advice of her 
confeflbr, ihe infulted the vifion, as ihe had 
been uied to do the evil fpirits, by crolling 
herfelf, and making figns of fcorn. Once, 
when ihe hold in her hand the crofs which 
was at the eld of her beads, our Lord took 
it from her, and when he reftored it, ihe 
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£lW it ccmpofed of four large gems i&com-* 
parably more precious than diamondf* 
Thefe had his five wounds engraved upon 
them after a moft curious manner ; and lie 
told her that fhe fhould always ftc that 
£une appearance : and fo /he did i for from 
that time fhe no longer faw the matter of 
vrhich the crofs was made, but only theie 
precious Aones, although no one faw them 
but herfelf. Whenever devils appeared to 
her in hideout forms, ihe foon made them 
keep their diftance, by fprinkling the 
ground with holy water. She had often 
the happinefs of feeing fouls freed from 
purgatory, and carried up to heaven ; but 
fhe never faw more than three which 

m 

efcaped the purifying flame, and thefe were 
F. Peter of Alcantara, F. Ivagnez, and a 
Carmelite friar. 

It is acknowledged, that many of her 
friends, diflinguifhed for their good fenfe and 
piety, after examination, were of opinion, that 
fhe was deluded by the devil; yet fuch was 
the complexion of the times, that fhe was 
at lafl: univerfally regarded as a faint. She 
had indeed every thing needfuFko conciliate 
the good opinion of her friends, and the 

admiration 



admiration of the thUltif ude. The grace- 
liilnefs and dignity of her appearance, the 
A^nefs of her manners, and the lovelinefs 
of her difpofition, the quicknefs of her wit, 
the ftrength of her underftanding, and the 
fite of her imagination, all her natural ac- 
cMnplifhments receiving luftre from her 
acalted piety and zeal, from the fanility of 
htr life, and the feverity of her difcipline, 
all confpired to eftablifli her reputation, as 
one that had immediate tfitercourfe with 
heaven. 

It is curious, yet moft humiliating, to 
fee a perfon of this defcription, amiable / 
and refpeiftable as S. Terefa, deceived, and, 
with the beft intentions, deceiving others. 
In this inftance, we can readily account for 
the delufion from the delicacy and weak- 
nefs of her frame, the ftrength of a dif- 
furbed imagination, and the prevalence of 
fuperftition. But when we fee men of the 
iineft underftandings^ in pcrfcdt health, of 
different and diftant nations, in all ages, 
treading upon the fame inchanted ground, 
We can only wonder; for who can give any 
rational aAtount of the aberrations of our 
teafon ? The hiftory of myllicilm, if well 
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written, would be highly interefting, as eiii<- 
bracing fome of the fineil charadlers that 
were ever admired in the world* Should 
any able waiter be engaged to undertake 
this work, he will explain to us the prin*' 
ciples upon which Bofluet, that prodigy qf 
learning, perfecuted Fenelon, the mod 
amiable of men, whilft S. Francis of Sales 
was the objedt of his adoration; and why 
he poured contempt upon Madame Guiont 
whilil he had t)ie highefl rever^nge for S. 
Terefa. 

This extraordinary woman, cherifhed by 
fovereign prnices, univcrfally admired whilil 
living, and worftiipped when dead, had the 
liappinefs of leaving behind her fixteen 
nunneries, and fourteen convents of friars, 
founded by herfelf, and fubjeft to the order 
of Carmelites, which (he had reformed. 

Avila, although it no longer pofleffes 
her remains, yet, as the place of her nati- 
vity and chief refidence, is much reforted to 
at the feafon of her feftival. It has no ma- 
nufadlures. Some years fince they began 
making cloth, but the fituation not being 
favourable, the projedt was abandoned, and 
their dependence at prefent is on the produce 

of 
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of the foil. The country abound^) with faf* 
fron, and this for a fcafon finds employment 
for the women and the children. Were it not 
for the cathedral and the convents, the city 
would be dcfcrtedi bccaulc not one pro- 
prietor of land rcfidcs here; the whole be* 
ing cither rented, or held in aJmim/iratiort^ 
as they cxprcls it; that is, cultivated by 
ilcwards on the proprietors account. 

No country can liifFcr more than Spain 
for want of a rich tenantry) and, perhaps, 
none in this rcfpcd can rival I'^ngknd. 
We find univcrfally that wealth pn)duces 
wealth; but then, to produce it from the 
earth, a due proportion of it mull be in the 
pocket of the fanner. Many gentlemen 
among us, either for amulcmcnt, or with a 
view to gain^ have |»;ivcu attention to agri- 
culture, and have occupied much land; 
they have produced luxuriant crops, and 
have introduced good l\u(bandry; but, I 
apprehend, few can boall of having made 
much profit, and moil are ready to confcfs 
that they have fuffered lofs. If, then, re- 
fiding on thpir own cilatcs, with all their 
attention, they arc confiderablc lofers, how 
c;t*cat would be the lofs, if in diibnt pro- 
vinces 
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vinces they employed only ftewards, to 
plough, to fow, to felly and to eat up all 
the produce of their lands ? In France 
they are fo fenfible of this, that for want of 
wealthy farmers, the proprietor finds flock, 
and takes his proportion of the produce; 
but in Spain, excepting a few provinces, 
the lands are conunonly in adminiilration ; 
and hence, extenfive diftrids yield only a 
contemptible revenue to their lord. 

From Avila we proceeded about a league, 
through a rich valley, and then began to 
climb thofe mountains, which, dividing the 
two Caflilles, formed for many ages the 
ilrong barrier between the Chriftians and 
the Moors; till Ferdinand I. defcending 
with the united forces of Caftille and Leon 
into the plain, drove the infidels before 
him, and difplayed his victorious banners 
in Guadalajara, Alcala, and Madrid. 

On thefe high mountains we travelled 
near five leagues without feeing a human 
face, or habitation, and fcarcely a beaten 
track. 

At a lower level we found the ilex. As 
we afcended, thefe were fucceeded by the 
roble oak; but near the fummit we faw 
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only pinefi, with the junipcrus europeus, 
the daphne mczereum^ the matricaria fua-^ 
▼is, the genifta, and a variety of aromatic 
herbs, but chiefly thyme* At almoft every 
level, the ciftus tribes abound upon the 
granite mountains, excepting where, like 
thefe, the fummits are covered with aft 
eternal fnow. 

The firft little village we pafTed through, 
is called Naval Peral; the next, at the dif- 
tance of a league, Navas iki'.Marquh: this, 
although it has only £fty cottages, has a 
church, a chapel, and a convent. From 
hence we proceeded about three leagues, 
and then began defcending into the plains 
of New CaftiUe. 

All the way from Salamanca I obferved 
fafFron growing wild, which, if colledled, 
would help to employ the poor in their 
villages, and yield confiderable profit. 

As we approached the Efcurial, we en- 
tered upon the king's hunting road, made 
like thofe of England, rather for ufe than 
beauty^ Had the Spaniards been every 
where fatisfied with fuch, where they have 
finifhed one league, they might have com- 
pleted twenty. Their ambition aims in 

every 
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every thing at pcrfeftion, and by feeking too 
much, they often obtain too little. The idea 
they have formed to themfelves of a pcrfcft 
road^ ill point of utility, is mod undoubt«» 
cdly well founded ^ but in attempting to 
reduce this to pradicc, they are forced to 
lofe much time, and to expend more money 
than the benefit to be derived from it is 
worth. Had their ambition been lefs afpir-* 
ing, ere now a communication would have 
been opened bstween all their great cities^ 
and much of their produce, now loft, would 
have found a market. This hunting road 
ihould convince the theorifts among them, 
that a high-way may be firm without fide 
walls, and fupport any given weight with- 
out fuch a foundation of huge rocks as 
would be needful for a caftle. And al- 
though, for the mere purpofc of expedi- 
tion, to be perfeftly both flraight and level 
would be defircablc, yet the traveller is 
better plcafcd where he finds variety, and 
is charmed, as he proceeds, with a conftant 
fuccefllon of new profpcdts. 

On my arrival at my journey's end, I 
found a letter from our minillcr, Mr. 
Lifton» to inform me, that when the court 
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left S. Ildefonfo, where he had been fof 
fome time expedling me, he had vifited 
Madrid, and that he ihould not come to 
the Efcurial till the beginning of the 
week. 

Having therefore fome time to fpare for 
the excurfion, I immediately proceeded to 
repafs the mountains, not returning by the 
fame road, but going eaftward by Guadar- 
rama, and . croffing by the Puerto de Fuen^ 
fria, a pafs fo called from life; coldnefs of 
its waters. This puerto is elevated, and the 
profpedt from it is delightful; but with the 
fcorching fun, the afcent to it is fcarcely 
bearable. In looking down towards Sego- 
via, the whole country appears level, like 
the furface of a lake, and extended like the 
ocean ; but, as we defcend into this plain, 
we fee the mountains rife before us. The 
country immediately around us, near this 
fummit, is majeftically wild, with deep 
ravins and projediing rocks, covered with 
pines wherever pines can grow, and torn by 
raging torrents. 

In a deep recefs, open and expofed only 
to the north wind, ftands S. Ildefonfo, en- 
joying frefhnefs, and gathering the fruits of 
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fprlng, when all to the ibuth of thefe high 
mountains, fainting with heat, are engaged 
in reaping, and collecting the autumnal 
crops. This change of clinute, in the fpace 
of eight leagues, for that is the diftance 
from the Efcurial to S. Ildefonfo, induced 
Philip V. to build a palace here. 

S. Ildefonfo occupies three fides of a 
fquare, the two wings of which being join* 
ed, each by a long range of buildings, de<- 
figned for theiting's retinue, and doled in 
at bottom by iron gates and rails, the whole 
forms a beautiful and fpacious area. The 
principal front, of five hundred and thirty 
feet in length, is to the fouth, looking to 
the garden, and through its whole extent 
the apartments communicate with all the 
doors on the fame line. 

To give fome idea of the pictures, it may 
be fufficient to name the matters, whofe 
works have been here collected by Philip, 
and by fucceeding princes. The principal 
are, Leonardo de Vinci, Michael Angelo, 
Raphael, Hannibal Caraci, Guercino, Gui- 
do. Carlo Maratti, Correggio, Rubens, 
Poufm, Paul Veroncfc, Woverman, Te- 
niers, Martin de Vos, Andrea del Sarto, 

* Vandyke, 
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Vandyke, Dominicini,- Tlntoret, Albert 
purer, Jordano, Velazquez Ribera, Ri- 
balta, Valdez, Murillo, Mengs. In the 
church, the frefco paintings are by Bayei^ 
Mariano, and Maella. 

In the lower apartments is a coUeftion 
of antique ftatues, made by Chriftina, 
queen of Sweden, and confidered as inefti^ 
mable. 

The church is dark, but elegant; and, 
with refpedt to treafures, ||as few to rival 
it in Spain. Among the vaft variety of 
gold ;and filvcr ornaments, the moft ftrik- 
ing is one of the cufiodiasy valued originally 
at feventy thoufand ducats, or jC*7»690' 
8i. td. fterling. 

The garden occupies a ridge, rifing to 
the fouth, and falling both to the eaft and 
to^ the weft. Near the palace it is laid out 
in the old tafte, with clipped hedges and 
llraight walks, adorned with numerous 
fountains; but in proportion to the dif- 
tance, it becomes more wild, and termi- 
nates in the uncultivated and pathlefs fo- 
reft, where the cragged rocks appearing 
among oaks and pines, prefent a ftriking 
contraft with, the works of art* 

This 
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Thi^ garden^ delightful for its walks, 
t^hich, although fliady, are neither damp 
nor gloomy^ is moft to be admired for its 
fountains. Of thefe, the moft remarkable 
are eighty dedicated to the principal hea-» 
then deities, and adorned each with its pro* 
per emblems. In one, Diana appears at- 
tended by her nymphs, who are hiding her 
from Ad:eon. In another is fccn Latona 
with Apollo and Diana, furrounded by fix- 
ty-four jets of water. The moft furprifing 
is Fame feated on Pegafus, with a trumpet 
to her mouth, throwing up a ftream of 
more than two inches in diameter to the 
height of one hundred and thirty- two feet. 
But the moft pleafing fight is the Plazuela 
ife las Ocho Calles, where eight walks unite, 
each with its fountain in the centre, and 
where eight other fountains, under lofty 
arches, fupported by Ionic pillars of white 
Italian marble, form an o<ftagon, adorned 
with the images of Saturn, Minerva, Vcfta, 
Neptune, Ceres, Mars, Hercules, and 
Peace, ftanding round it; and Apollo, with 
Pandora, in the middle. The ftatucs are 
all of lead, varnifhed in imitation of brafs, 
and were made by Fcrmin and Tierri. 

IBcfides 
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fiefides fountains innumerable, here arc 
vaft refervoirs and falls of water, fo dif- 
pbfed as tb contribute much to the beauty 
bf the place. When we coniider, that the 
whole of the garden was a barren rock, 
that the foil is brought from a great dif- 
tance, and that water is Conveyed to every 
tree; when we refledt Upon the quantity 
of lead ufed for the images^ and of caft iron 
for the pipe8> with the e::(pe&ce of work- 
manfhip for both, we fliall i»t be furprifed 
to hear that this place coft forty-five mil- 
lions of piaftres, or, in Eriglifh money, near 
fix millions and an half 

Nothing is more whimfical than tafte; 
butj if it be true that beauty is founded in 
utility^ this place will always dfeferve to be 
admired. In the prefent dayi it is not un- 
common to build the manfion in the mid- 
dle of a field, open and expofed to every 
wind, without fhelter, withoat a fence, and 
wholly unconnected with the garden. Near 
the habitation all is wild, and art, if any 
where^ appears only at a diftance. In all 
this we can trace no utility, nor will fuc- 
ceeding generations difcover beauty. On 
the contrary, io the garden of S. Ildefonfo, 

Vol. IL I we 
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wf find ev^ry thing whieh In a fuUry fe«. 
Ibn Is deHrfthle \ ft lr«>§ elreulatlon ef air, « 
deep ftwde, and felVf(hin| vftpevuri to ab* 
Ibrb the heat i whllft iVen^ Ita wntifuity t© 
the manflon, the a(?t>eft) to it i« eafy, and at 
any tli^e thele comfortu may he indantly 
enjoyed I yet, without thel^ nun\ero«« *o\u\« 
tains, the clipped hedge*, and the narrow 
walks, the eireulation would be ie<li rapid, 
the n^ade Itft deep, and the refrelhing va- 
pour would bt wanting. 

The glaf« uwnufa^ure is here carried to 
a degi-ee of perie*ftion unknown in I5n|«= 
land. The largeil: mirr-ers ar* made in a 
bralli frame, one huivdred and flxty-two 
Jnyhes lo«\g, ninety-three wide, and fix 
deep, weighing mAY nine tons. Thefe are 
deiigned wholly Cm the wyrtl palaecs, at^d 
fer pi-el^nts from the king. Vet, oven for 
l\»ph purpolcs it is ill plaeed, and pwves a 
devouring moniter in a t'ountry where pro- 
villous are dear, fewel fi>ar-t?e, and earriige 
exceedingly eMj>enrtve. 

Here la aUu h royal manufacture of linen, 
employing ahont fltW4» looms i by which, 
as it is faid, the kin^ is a coutlderable 
loler. 

Being 
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Being now within the diftancc of two 
fhort leagues from Segovia, I could not re« 
turn without paying a vifit to that intcreft- 
ing city. In the way to it, there is httle 
appearance of cultivation, and the obvious 
reafon is the continual depredations occa« 
fioned by the royal deer. As we palTed 
through the woods, before we came into 
the open field, we faw vaft herds of them, 
unconfined, and free to ratij^ unmolcfted 
over all the country. 

In Segovia, the tirfl object to attrad thd 
eye, is the aquedufl. It contains one hun- 
dred and fifty-nine arches, extends about 
feven hundred and forty yards, and, whertt 
it crolTes the valley, it is fome thing more 
than ninety-four feet high. 

The cathedral has no great pretenfionii 
yet in one of the chapels there is a good 
altar, with the Defccnt from the Crofs well 
executed in mez^^o relievo, by a difciplc oi 
Michael Angelo, and finished A. D. 157K 
The church is nearly upon the model of 
the great church at Salamanca, but it is noi 
fo highly finished. 

The Alcazar, or ancient palace of the 
MoQTs, has been To often de^ribed, that I 

la ihould 
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fliould pafb it over in filence, did not the 
attentions I received there deferve a parti^i 
cular remembrance. I had no letters, and 
count Lacy, the infpeftor, was abfentj but, 
upon prefenting myfelf to his lieutenant, ai 
9 ftranger, he received me with poUtenefsi 
and conduifted me to every apartmentt 
This ftrong tower is no longer, as formerly, 
a ftate prifon • it ferves a more honourable 
purpofe, and ll devoted to one hundred ca» 
valiers, who are here inftrutfted in the mi^ 
Jitary fcience. The fight of this building 
gave me pleafure, more efpecially the great 
hull, with the images of all their monarchal 
but the higheft fatisfadtion was, to fee tho 
Spanifh chara^ftt^r ilrongly marked in th© 
countenances of many among the young 
gentlemen who are educated here. A Spa- 
niard may poflibly grow rich in trade, he 
may n^ake a progrefs in the fciences, but, 
were he left to follow his natural inclina* 
tion, he would certainly betake himfelf to a 
military life i and for that, if generofity, if 
patience and fortitude, if a fpirit of enter-^ 
prize, are requifite, in all thefe the true 
Spaniard will c«cel. , 

Segovia was once famous f^r its cloth, 
2 mado 
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made on the king's account ; but other na* 
tions have iince become rivals in this branch, 
and the manufadure in this city has been 
gradually declining. When the king gave 
it up to a private company, he left about 
Aree thou&nd pounds in trade ; but now 
he is no longer a partner in the bufinefs. 
In the year 1 6 1 2, were made Jiere, twenty- 
five thoufand five hundred pieces of cloth, 
which confiimed forty-four thoufand fix 
hundred and twenty-five quintals of wool, 
employed diirty-four thoufand one hun- 
dred and eighty-nine perfons ; but at prefent 
they make only about four thoufand pieces. 
The principal imperfeftions of this cloth 
are, that the thread is not even, and that 
much greafe remains in it, when it is deli- 
vered to the dyer ; in confequence of which, 
the colour is apt to fail. 

In the year 1525, the city contained five 
thoufand families, but now they do not fur* 
pafs two thoufand ; a fcanty population this 
for twenty-five parifhes : yet, befides the 
twenty-five churches, together with the 
cathedral, they have one and twenty con^ 
vents. When the canal is finished, and the 
communication opened to the Bay of Bifcay 
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at S. Ander, the trade and manufaAures of 
Segovia will revive ; but, previous to that 
event, there can be nothing to infpire them 
with hope. 

As we returned (Odober 28») towards 
New Caftille, my intention was to have 
travelled at our leifure ; but, obferving ibme 
degree of impatience in my guide to repafs 
the mountains before night, I was happy 
to indulge him ; and the next mornings 
when I looked back and iaw the lofty fum* 
mits covered deep with fnow, I comprehend* 
ed the reafon of his folicitude. The ways 
behind us were rendered thus for the time 
impaifable, whilft all before us had been on- 
ly watered by foft and refrefhing fhowers. 

In the Old Caftille, the ufual price de- 
manded by a muleteer is four reals a day 
for himfelf, as many for his mule, and fix 
for barley, altogether equal to 2s. gd.-, but, 
fhould you omit to make a bargain, you 
muft depend upon his mercy. The whole 
cxpence of travelling may be reckoned at 
ten Shillings a day, if you go flraight for- 
wards i but if you make a circle, or return 
with the fame mule, it comes to about 

The 



The convent of S. Lorenzo is feated In a 
deep rcccfs, at the foot of thofe high moun- 
tains which feparate the two Caftilles, and 
protedted from every wind except the fouth- 
eaft ; it looks down upon a wide extended 
plain, with all the neighbouring hills cover- 
ed by thick woods, wliilft the mountains to 
the north are bare, or covered almoft perpe- 
tually with fnow. It was built by Philip II. 
in obedience to his father Charles V. to ac- 
complifli his vow made after the battle of 
S^ Quintin, which he gained by the inter- 
ccflion of S. Lorenzo. In honour of that 
faint, the architect, Juan Bautifta de Toledo, 
took his idea from a gridiron, the inftrument 
on which he fuffered, making the royal re- 
fidence projedt by way of handle, and re- 
prefenting, not only the bars by multiplied 
divifions, but the legs, by four high towers 
placed in the angles of this edifice. The 
dimenfions of the convent are fe ven hundred 
and forty Spanifli feet by five hundred and 
eighty, and the height is fixty ; but the 
dome of the church is three hundred and 
thirty. The whole was finifhed under the 
infped:ion of Juan de Herrera, who was 
pupil to Bautifta. ^ 

The friars of this convent are one hun- 
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drcd and fixty, and their annual revenue i9 
five millions of reals, or about fifty thoufand 
pounds, arifing partly from land, and partly 
from their flock of thirty- fix thoufand Mer 
rino fheep, befides one thoufand kept con- 
ilantly near home, for the confumption of 
the family. 

Their library confifts of thirty thoufand 
volumes, contained in two magnificent a- 
partments, each, one hundred and ninety- 
four Spanifli, or fomething more than one 
hundred and eighty-two Englifh feet in 
length. In the lower room, are chiefly 
printed books ; yet in it is depolited the fa^ 
mous manufcript of the FourGofpels, writ- 
ten in gold letters, a work of the eleventh 
century. Over thefe are colledted four thou- 
fand three hundred manufcripts, of which 
five hundred and fixty-feven are Greek, 
fixty-feven Hebrew, and one thoufand eight 
hundred Arabic, the ktter well defcribed in 
a catalogue lately publifhed by Caliri. 

In the middle of the lower room is a 
temple, with a great variety of figures, 
containing one thoufand four hundred and 
forty-eight ounces of filver, and forty- three 
of gold, befide rich gems. 

To a gonnoiffeur in paintings, no place 

can 



pan afford higher entertainment fhan the 
jBonvent of the Efcurial. In every part of it 
are feen the works of the beft mafters, and 
.£)me of their moft capital performances. 
It were endlefs to enumerate particulars^ 
Suffice it to fay, that during the refidence 
of a mpnth, 1 never failed a fingle day vifit- 
ing the convent, and never left it without 
regret ; always giving a more minute atten- 
tion to the produvSions of thofe artifts who 
are the leaft known in England. I had 
peculiar pleafure in finding here, fo many 
monuments of Titian, who, during a refi- 
dence of five years in Spain, conflantly ex- 
ercifed.his jpencil to enrich this nation, and 
to immortalize his name. The pidtures 
which mofl rivetted my attention, were the 
famous Supper of Chrifl with the difciples, 
by Titian ; and a Holy Family, by Raphael ; 
the latter once in the pofleflion of our 
Charles, but fold by Cromwell, and purcha- 
fed by the Spanifh ambaffador, for two thou- 
fand pounds : it is called La Perla. The 
befl of the pidlures are coUefted in five 
principal apartments : in the facrifly, a room 
of one hundred and eight by thirty- three ; 
in the iglefia vieja, which is one hundred 
and five by thirty-four; and in two halls 
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of eighty by twenty, with their antichamber. 
Thclc lad aie called Las Salas de los Capi- 
tulos, and, whilft the court is here, are oc« 
cupied by count Florida Blanca, on his pub* 
lie days. The great ftair-cafe is beautiful, 
adorned with frefco paintings of the battle 
of S. Quintin, by Luca Jordano. 

The pantheon, or catacomb, where the 
royal family, beginnpg with Charles V. are 
buried, is a fubterranean vault of beautiful 
marble, highly finifhed, capable of receiving 
twenty-fix bodies, each in its own recefs. 

As for the treafures of the church, they 
are ineftimable. The image of S. Lorenzo 
alone contains four hundred and fifty pounds 
of filver, with eighteen pounds of gold ; yet 
this bears a fmall proportion to the reft. 

At a little diftance from the convent, the 
prince of Afturias, and one of his brothers, 
the infant Don Gabriel, have each a little 
box, fitted up with exquifite tafte, and hung 
with the befl piftures, to which they often 
retire with their friends. That of the prince 
is the moft elegant, and, as far as can be 
warranted by one fpecimen, forms a happy 
prefage for the arts, whenever he fhall 
mount the throne. 

The Efcurial, as a refidence, is far from 
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plenfant. Were it low, and (hcltcred, liko 
Aranjue^i it would be agreeable in Ipring i 
pr, were it elevated, hanging to the norths 
and covered by thick woods, like S« Ilde^ 
fonaso, it might be delightful m a retreat in 
fummer i but expolcd, aa it i«, to the full 
ftroke of the meridian fun, and raifed up 
near to regions covered with eternal fnoWt 
without ilKlter, and deilitute of Ihade, it hat 
no local charms at any fcafon of the yean 
The minifters, foreign and domeiUc, give 
good dinners, and do every thing they can 
to make this folitude fupportable i but, aa 
few ladies can be accommodated here, the 
aiTemblies want that gaiety which is pecu« 
liar to the fex. 

The king fpends mod of his time in 
fl)0«ting. In the middle of the day, after a 
fbort excurfion, he returns to dinner, con- 
verfes with the foreign minifters, retires for 
a few minutes with his confeifor, and, ge^ 
nerally before three, fometimes much fooner, 
leaves the palace, and goes to the diftar ce 
of twenty or thirty miles before he begins 
to hunt. When the light fails, he gets in- 
to his carriage, and returns. No weather 
deters him» bccaufe he is not afraid of either 
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thunder, lightning, hail, rain, or fnow, but 
when one cloak is wet, he puts on another $ 
and as for his attendants, he tells them 
coolly, " Rain breaks no bones." No holi- 
days detain him from his fport, except two 
in the paffion-week ; and then, although he 
is naturally of a moft placid temper, he is 
faid to be fo crofs that no one choofes to 
come near him. Even when one of his fons 
was thought to be at the point of death, he 
went out as ufual, always infifting that he 
would certainly recover ; and when inform- 
ed that his fon was dead, he replied, with his 
accuftomed calmnefs, ** Well, then, fincc 
** nothing can be done, we mull make the 
** beft of it." His ufual attendants are the 
prince of Afturias, the captain of the guard, 
his mafter of the horfe, his groom of the ftole, 
his phyfician, and his furgeon. All thefe 
occupy five carriages ; befides which, there 
is one for medicines, guns, ammunition, 
dry clothes, &c. Each carriage has fix 
mules ; and as, upon the road, there are fe- 
veral relays for them and for the guards, the 
number required for daily ufe is about two 
hundred. Their rate of travelling is twelve 
miles an hour ; in confequence of which, 
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accidents happen frequently to the mcrti 
and to the mules. 

In hunting, the king docs not depend 
altogether on his dogs : he has commonly 
about two hundred men employed to beat 
up the game, and drive it towards him at 
convenient placcjj, where he and the prince 
arc ready, with fcrvants attending to charge 
the guns, and to hand them forward?^ us flift 
as they are fired. No game comes an\ifs to 
hhii ; but he is peculiarly flattered with tlic 
idea of delivering the country from wolves^ 
of which he keeps an exad account ; and, 
when I was at the ICfcurial, tlie number lie 
had ihoi was eight hundred and eighteen* 
Whenever one is heard of wiihin u realbn- 
able diilancc, a multituilc of people, from 
fixtrcn hundred to two thoufand, according 
to the extent of the niountain, arc fent out 
to watch, furround, and drive it into fome 
fpot, where the king may have the bcft 
chance for killing it. To thelc he gives 
fix reals each ; but if he kills the wolf, 
the watchmen have double pay. This ex- 
pence, it mull be confeflcd, is necdlcfs ; 
becaufc a few peafants would often be fuffi- 
cicnt, cither to dcflroy the enemy, or make 
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him quit the country ; but where a good 
fovcreign has pleafure in a purfuit, his fub- 
je£ts will be the laft to think that he can 
purchafe it too dearly. It were happy» 
however, for Spain, were this the whole 
expence ; but it certainly bears a fmall pro- 
portion to the fum total of what the nation 
lofes by the king's rage for hunting. All 
round the fttiosj or royal manfions, the 
waftes are of vaft extent. I am informed, 
that the foreft of the Pardo is thirty leagues 
in circumference; and if to this be added, 
all the uncultivated land near Aranjuez, S. 
Udefonfo, and the Efcurialj if, moreover, 
we confider that the deer, being unconfined, 
range freely over the intermediate country, 
how high will be the eftimate ! It is true, 
the king pays the farmers to the utmoft 
for the damages they fufFcr ; but then, the 
injury fuftained by the community cannot 
be fo eafily compenfatcd, becaufe the coun- 
try, wanting food, is depopulated, and the 
villages are gone to ruin. 

I have been told by thofe who are beft 
acquainted with the king, that in his youth 
he had acquired a tafte for letters, but be- 
ing checked in that purfuit, he had given 
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fcope to the family propenfity, a propen- 
fity not only now confirmed by inveterate 
habits, but encouraged in himfelf with a 
view to avoid entanglements. He k cer- 
tainly a man of principle, and is univerfally 
allowed to be one of the moft virtuous men 
in his dominions; but this purity of morals 
he himfelf attributes to his mind being 
conftantly amufed, and not to his natural 
conftitution. 

I prolonged my ftay at the Efcurial, 
chiefly for the purpofe of being prefent at 
the Batiduj or royal hunt, of which there 
are four every year. This was ordered for 
the 28th of November, previous to the de- 
parture of the court. 

On the day appointed, Mr. Lifton had 
the goodnefs to place me with the Neapo- 
litan ambafTador, who, as reprefenting one 
of the family, gave a fumptuous repaft upon 
the occafion; and in his carriage I pro- 
ceeded to the fcene of adion. It was an 
extenfive plain, with a rifing ground com- 
manding it, and, at the diftance of about 
half a mile from this eminence, rofe a little 
wood, in which the king, with his three 
fons, were hid, attended by their fervants. 

For 
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Pot many days prerious to this^ two diod^ 
fuid men had been difpcrfed in parties over 
the whole country to difhirb the game^ and 
to drive it towards the common centre^ t>y 
patroling night and day, and conflantly^ yet 
flowly, drawing nearer to each other. Soon 
after we had occupied our ftation on a 
ri/ing ground, we began to fee the deer at 
a vaft diflancc bounding over the plain from 
every quarter, and making towards the fatal 
Ipot. As they approached, we heard, faintly 
at firft, then more diilinftly, the found of 
guns, and faw the confufion of the game, 
moving quick in all directions, but changing 
their courfc at every inftant, as if uncertain 
where to look for fafety. When the fcour- 
ing parties came firft in fight, they appeared 
to be fcparated by intervals, and to confine 
the game merely by their fliouts and by 
the firing of their arms; but as they ad- 
vanced upon the plain, they formed a wall, 
and as they drew nearer, they ftrengthcned 
this by the doubling of their ranks, com- 
pelling thus the game to pafs in vaft droves 
before the royal markfi-ncn. Then began 
the carnage; and for more than a quarter of 
an hour the firing was inceiTant, Some of 
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thfe deer j who had either more difcernment 
than the reft, or a better memory; who 
were adluated by ftronger fears, or, per- 
haps, by more exalted courage, abfolutely 
refufed to proceed, when they approached 
the ambufcade; and, making a quick turn, 
notwithftanding the fhouts, the motions, ^ 
and the firing of the guards, they leaped 
clean over their redoubled ranks, and 
efcaped into the woods. 

When the firing ceafed, the carriages all 
advanced towards the wood, and the com- 
pany alighted to pay their compliments, 
and to view the game. We found part of 
it fpread in two rows upon the field of bat- 
tle, and the king, with his fons, furveying 
it. The game-^keepers were returning loaded 
with fuch as had been mortally wounded, 
but had yet efcaped to a confiderable dif- 
tance; and, as faft as they arrived, they de- 
pofited the fpoil at the fovereign's feet. 
Having the curiofity to count the numbers, 
I found one hundred and forty-five deer, 
with one wild boar. Whilft thus engaged, 
I heard a murmur, and faw every one in 
motion. Diredling my attention to the ijpot 
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to which all were preffing, I faw at a dir- 
tance a little company coming with a boar 
tied neck and heels together^ and flung 
upon a pole. As they approached, the 
monarch and his fons, arming themfelves 
afrefh, drew up in a line ; and when they 
were at a convenient diftance, the burthen 
was depofitcd, the cords, one after another, 
were cut, and the poor crippled animal 
was aflaying to move, when a well diredted 
volley freed him from his fears. 

The expence of that day's fport was 
reckoned at three hundred thoufand reals, 
or, in fterling, three thoufand pounds. 

In the evening, the game, as ufual, was all 
depofited in the room where the king took 
his fupper, and there the family ambafla- 
dors attended to pay their compliments. By 
family ambalTadors are underftood thofe of 
Naples, Portugal, and France, who having 
more free accefs, and being expefted to pay 
more minute attention, think it incumbent 
upon them to exprefs their intereft in every 
thing which gives him pleafure, and not 
only congratulate him upon thefe great Cc- 
cafions, but every night, whilft he is at 
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(Upper, make enquiries, and ttftcrwanli 
inform their friends^ what tho king haft 
killed. 

Mr. Lillon, dertrous of quitting the 
Efcuriul previous to the departure of the 
court, ordered a CorJbc dt* CoUeras to be 
ready the d«y after the Hatida. This pre- 
caution is taken by the foreign miniilers to 
fecure mules, becaufc, when the court is in 
motion, no Icfs than twenty thoufand be* 
ing required for their ufc, the whole coun^ 
try is laid under an arred, and neither horfe 
nor mule can be obtained for any other 
purpofc. 

In this little journey I was exceedingly 
diverted and furprifcd with the docility uf 
the n\ules and the agility of their drivers. 
I had travelled all the way from Barcelona 
to Madrid in a Cocbc dc ColUras^ with fe- 
vcn mules, and both at that time, and on 
fubfequent occafion?;, had been ftruck with 
the quicknefs of underAianding in the mule^ 
and of motion in the driver \ but till this 
expedition, I had no idea to what extent it 
might be carried. The two coachmen fit 
upon the box, and, of the iix mules, none 
but the two neareft have rein« to guidk 
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them; the four leaders being pcrfeftly at 
liberty, and governed only by the voice. 
Thus harnefled, they go upon the gallop 
the whole way, and when they come to 
any fhort turning, whether to the right or 
to the left, they inftantly obey the word, 
and move altogether, bending to it like a 
fpring. As all muft undergo tuition, and 
require frequently fome corredtion, fliould 
any one refufe the collar, or not keep up 
exadWy with the reft, whether it be, for ex- 
ample, Coronela or Capitana; the name pro- 
nounced with a degree of vehemence, rapidly 
in the three firft fyllables and flowly in the 
laft, being futficient to awaken their atten- 
tion, and to fecure their obedience, the ears 
are raifed, and the mule inftantly exerts her 
Arength. But, iliould there be any failure 
4X1 obedience, one of the men fprings fu- 
rious from the box, quickly overtakes the 
.offending mule, and thralLcs her without 
.mercy; then, in the twinkling of an eye, 
leaps upon the box again, and calmly 
ilinifhes the tale he had been telling his 
rcompartion. In this journey I thought I 
had learnt the names of all the mules, yet 
one which frequently occurred created 
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feme confulioiu hccuufc I could not find to 
which itulividuul it belonged, ixov could I 
dillindly niakr out the name itlelf. It 
loundcd like C^oyji'^jhii^ and led nic to ima- 
gine that the animal was lb named after the 
famous impollor C'aglioftro, oidy fuiting the 
termination to the (c\^ hecaufe the mules 
in harnefs are ufually frmides. In a fuhfc- 
quent journey the whole dillieulty vanilhed, 
and n\y hii;h e(Hmation of the mule, in 
point of fagacity, was contirmed. The 
word in quefllon, when dillindly fpokcn, 
was aquclLi otms that is, jv?// other (xljo\ and 
then, fuppofing t'oronela and C'apitana to 
be pairs, if the coachman had been calling 
to the former by name, (tfjuclht ofra became 
applicable to the latter, and was cciually 
cdicacious as the fmarlcfl droke of a long 
whip) but if ho had been chiding Capi- 
tana, in that cafe, ifquclla ofnf acted as a 
ftimulus to C'oronela, and produced in her 
the moll prompt obedience. 

Wc did not k\ive the Mfcurial till four 
in the afternoon, and at half al\er leven ar- 
rived at the duke of Herwick's, where wc 
had been eiuiared to fpend the cvenim?, 
having travelled fevcn leagues in about 
three hours and nn half. 
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BEING thus returned to the capital of 
Spain, where I fpent the fublequent 
winter, it may not be improper to give 
/ome idea of the life a ftrangcr leads herr^ 
with a few obfervatious on the manners of 
the age. 

Having been once introduced at court, you 
»re at Ubcrty to go as often as you pleafe, 
I availed myfelf frequently of this privilege, 
|)Oth for the fake of viewing the paintings 
at my leifure, and for converfation, becaufc} 
Ht court is the general rendezvous, where 
men of diftindtion aflbnble every morning 
to pay their compliments to the feveral 
branches of the royal family, whilft they 
are at djnner, and tp talk of what is palling 
In the world, 

When the king gets into his coach, to gQ 
put, ^ ufualf to h|8 fayPHrife anmfementi 
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the company retires ; and, as the corps di* 
plomatique is here remarkable for hofpita- 
lity, a perfon well recommended is never 
at a lofs for the moft genteel fociety at all 
hours of the day. Gratitude requires that 
I fhould exprefs my obligations, in this 
place, to thofe, not only of the foreign mi- 
nifters, but others, who honoured me with 
their friendfhip and protection. I ihali 
therefore take the liberty of defcribing 
briefly the kind of life I led whilft I was 
near the court. 

Count Florida Blanca muft certainly 
claim the firft place in my remembrance; 
fpr although at Madrid he gave no enter- 
tainments, yet in the fitios he had al- 
ways the goodnefs to admit me into thq 
pumber of his guefts when he gave his 
weekly dinners. From our own minifter I 
every where experienced, not merely that 
general protection which he gives to all, 
and thofe^ minute attentions for which he 
is univerfally admired, but the kindnefs, 
hofpitality, and friendfhip of a brother. 
His houfe was at all times open to me, and 
when he gave a dinner to his friends, I ne- 
ver was forgotten. 
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My invitation to the duke dc Vauguion*(i 
was both general and fpccial. Here th(? din- 
ners were nriagnificcnt, the company nume-. 
reus, and the convcrfation intercfting j and 
here I dined more frequently than at any 
other table in Madrid, attrudted, however, 
neither by the magnificence of the enters* 
tainmcnt,nor by the company which rcfortcd 
to the houfe, fo much as by the cafe and 
elegance of the duke and dutchefs, and the 
lovely fimplicity of their children. 

With the American, Uuflian, and Pruf- 
fian miniflers, I felt perfcdly at home; and 
not much lefs fo with thofe of Genoa and 
Venice. The other foreign miniflers often 
honoured me with invitations, and I was 
always happy in accepting them. 

Whenever I wiflied to cultivate the fci- 
cnces, or to cpnverfe with men of letters, I 
frequented the more humble, but not lefs 
hofpitablc, tables of fptne native Spaniards, 
where I never failed to meet with a kind 
reception. With Izquijrdo and Angulo, I 
increafed my knowledge in mineraloi^jy; 
and on whatever fuhjcdl I was dcfirous of 
gaining information, I was fure to meet 
with fatisfartion, cither from them or from 
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their friends, Ortega has been already 
mentioned as a botaniftj D. Fr^ Bayer 
will always be remembered as a polite 
fcholarj and D. Juan Bautifta Munoz will 
be celcbrnted as an hiOorian, whenever 
he (hall tavour the pubhc with his work 
on the conqucll of America; Clavijo de- 
ferves the highcll commendation, as a 
faithful and elegant tranllutor, and as a 
man of general infornu\tion. IJcfidcs thefe, 
I met with two brothers Fernandez, who 
have dillinguithod themfclves in chemiftry, 
and the Abbe Guevara, who excels in his 
knowledge of Spaniih hiftory, and political 
teconomy. With all thefc gentlenien I was 
upon a moft friendly footing. 

I dined frecpiently with the marquis Im- 
periali, a grandee of Spain, moft defervedly 
admired for the goodnefs of his heart, and 
the foftnefs of his manners; antl once 1 had 
the honour to dine with the marquis de 
Ovieco, who is like wife a grandee. 

This gentleman is pointed out as an ex- 
ample of an old Spaniard; and, it from one 
individual we might venture to form a ge- 
neral idea of a community^ the politcnefs, 
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probity^ and true dignity^ confpicuous in 
his whole deportment^ mufl iill us with 
the higheft reverence and edeem for the 
Spanifh nation. 

Like the French, the Spaniards drink 
their wine at dinner; but as foon as they 
have iinifhed their defert, and taken coffee, 
they retire to their couch. 

When they rife from the fiefta, they get 
into their carriages to parade up and down 
^he prado, never going fafter than a walk. 
As they move flowly on in one diredion, 
they look into the coaches which arc re- 
turning in the other, and bow to their ac- 
quaintance every time they pafs. On fome 
high days I have counted four hundred 
coaches, and, on fuch occafions it requires 
more than two hours to proceed one mile. 

At the clofc of day, people fay the ufual 
prayer, then wifh each other a good even- 
ing, and begin retiring to their houfes, 
where they take their refrefco of chocolate, 
with bifcuits and a glafs of water. 

When you arc properly introduced into 
a Spanifh family, you are told at parting, 
^? Now, Sir, you are maflcr of this houfe ;" 

but 
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but the extent of the grant mud he judgeii 
of by your own natural lligacity j bocaule, 
fuch is the politeueis of tt Sjianiurd, that he 
makes ufc of this c^iprcflion when nothmg 
more is meant than that you are at liberty 
to call upon himj accordingly you fee 
many retire before each meal, or drop in 
after it : but when it is taken in its full 
extent, the grant means dinner, refrefc^, 
fupper, any or all, whenever it may fuit 
you to partake of them, 

Moft families, efpecially the great, havo 
their tertulla, or evening fociety for card* 
and converfation, after which, they, who 
are upon a footing of intimacy, ilay and 
partake of a little fupper. At thefe evening 
meetings you fee the fame faces from day to 
day. The fociety I chiefly frequented was 
at the dutchefs of Berwick's i but I went 
often to the dutchefs de Vauguion*s, fome- 
jtimes to the countefs del Carpios, and too 
feldom I vifited count Campomanes, Now 
and then, with a view to get an infight 
into the nature of fociety, I wandered away 
to other families, but not meeting any one 
ivith whom I had been previoufly acquaint- 

cd| 



ed, befides the lady of the family» I was 
loon weary, and could feldom prevail upon 
mylclf to prolong my (lay. 

Without any dilpaHgeuKnt to the reft, 
I may venture to lay, that the Ibcit ty at the 
dutthefs of Berwick's was the moll pleaf^ 
ing: it was frequented by the foreign mi- 
nilltrs, and, not only were the dutchefs and 
her filler, the princefs of Stolhcrg, moll: 
engaging in their manners, hut the eafc and 
freedom which every one enjoytnl made 
the time pals dehghtfuUy. The dutchets 
herfelf, and three of her friends, occupied a 
whill table, fon^e feparated themlclves for 
coi\Verfation, and the princefs cc\mnu>nly, 
for a part of the evening, anuifed herfelf 
with drawing, inkier the infpedion and 
tuition of the Pruilian n^inilUr, who, for 
talle and execution, is one o\ the lirll nuif- 
ters in that line j others were eniniucd at 
the piano forte, I'or \\\\ part, I conunonly 
took upn\v pencil, and profued hv the lef-, 
fons given to the princeii. At eleven 
oMock we fit diuvn to an elegant fupper, 
and about one in the morning 1 rt^tiivii, 
haxinij i\rarlv two miles ti) walk. TUo 
duke gfucuUv c.uuc home to ruppcr, hut 

ho 
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he fcldom fut long before he retired to his 

bed. 

At the dutchcis de Vauguion's the focicty 
was chicrty French, The ainulcments were 
cards, tricktrac, and chefs, concUiding with 
u tapper. 

At the cuuntels del Carpio*s all were 
Spaniards, excepting oiie Italian, and the 
aniufement was fonie game at cards. The 
evening clcifed with a light fupper, I'he 
count was conunonly at home before tci}^ 
and, except when at the play-houfe, he 
fpent his cvenin^.s in his family, lie is a 
fenftblc man, and well informed; and the 
countefs mull give Hie to every fociety, 
where ihe is I'ound, She is far from hand- 
fome; yet, from the fprightlinels of her 
wit, and the loftnefs of her manners, the is 
highly interelUng, and the more io from 
her delicacy ol'conllitution, and the weak- 
nefs of her healtlu 

Count Campomanes gives no fuppers, 
and cards are feKlom feeu] but his conver- 
fation fills up the time, and renders all 
other fpecies of amufement neeillels. The 
fociety is chielly from the Allurias, where 
he was burn. 

Bcfide 
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Bcfide thcfc quiet tertullas, all through 
the winter the dutcheflcs of Berwick and 
Vauguion gave balls once a week, and the 
countefles of Cogulludo and Pciiafiel gave 
concerts and balls, attended with fplcndid 
fide-boards of ices, cakes, and jellies. After 
the ball, every one retired to fupper with 
his own fociety. 

When you pay a vifit to a lady, (for, 
wherever there is a lady in the family, the 
vifit is to her) you neither knock at the 
door, nor afk any que (lions of the porter, 
but go ftraight forwards to the room where 
ihe ufually receives her company, and there 
you feldom foil to find her, morning, noon, 
and night ; in winter, fitting near the bra- 
fier, furrounded by her friends, unlefs when 
(he is gone out to mafs. The friends are 
mofi:ly gentlemen, becaufe ladies feldom vi- 
fit in a familiar way; and, of the gentlemen 
thus afTembled, one is commonly the Cor-- 
tejo', I fay commonly, becaufe it is not uni- 
verfally the cafe. During the whole of my 
refidence in Spain, I never heard of jealoufy 
in a hulband, nor could I ever learn, for 
certain, that fuch a thing exifted; yet, in 
the condufl: of many ladies, whether it 

proceeds 
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proceeds from the remain;^ of delic.icVf 
from a fcnfc of propriety, or from fear, 
you may evidently fee caution, circumfpcc- 
tion, and rcl'crvc, when their hulbands aro 
in fight. Some have addrcfs enough to 
keep the cortejo in concealment j and 
this, in Spain, is attended with no great 
difficulty, bccaufe, when the ladies go to 
mafs, they arc fo difguifcd, as not to be 
cafily diiUnguilhed. Their drefs upon tliat 
occufion is peculiar to the country. They 
all put on the fifi/ffuma, or black lilk petti- 
coat, and the mantillitf which fcrvcs tho 
double purpofc of a cloak and veil, (o aa 
completely, if required, to hide the face. 
Thus difg\ufed, they arc at perfc^it: liberty 
to go where they plcalc. Dut (hould they be 
attended by a fcrvaift, he is to be gained, and 
therefore he becomes little or no rellraint. 
Ijelides this, every part of the huufc is fo ac- 
celftble by day, and the hulband is fo com* 
pletely nobody at home, fo leldom vilible, 
or, if vifible, fo perfcdly a ftranger to all 
who vifit in his family, that the lover may 
cafily cfcapc unnoticed. This, however, 
will not always fatisfy the Spanish ladies, 
who| being quick of fenfibility, and remark- 
able 
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w\\\H\ fhcii ^tMlrJu i(( out t>t* lijjhu Me 

whoihn in piivt^u^ ov puMu*, \\\ \wa\\\\ 
t)f lU knctiti f^ml \\\\\\\ ho rvriy whriis in* 
^iW{\ ivi Attrn^l tlunu rhotv Imvt^ hern 
reiH[*nt t^^rtn^pU^n ^r wrnuiu rvrn uf hij^h 
fklhiun, wliu hrtvo linn thonuolvow \ip Tuf 
nmnth^ duiini^ tho t^blin^o of* thrlr ioih?^ 
jo«j rtnvl thUi not nuicly Ihmi ilirKull* hut 
hi ttvtml ^Ivin^ «hon\ otliiu^\ II tho l(*tly 
h «\t luunri hr U ttt Ium li^lrj whon thu 
Wrtlki* null iho lunula \»|n>h hin rtrnu whi^n 
fho t«^ko*? hc»- lOrtt rtt nn t^tliiuhly, \\\\ rn^ity- 
ihrtli^ i»i vU\Vtnf« loO lin^ him: r^tul ir iho 
|oini* In thr munov iU\iurv. u i« >Yiih hiuh 
Aw cwiv U^lv \lt^m \^^ <\vo uMuuou ^m a htUl, 
tho lull i^ Nvilh hoi «*tM(oin. tU\' U'voinl with 
f^ Uit^n^^i^rri with'tho liMu^n-* il iho hi^w rtuv 
vi\MriJv, Iho iui»K\fi ii vilihlo* tuul il ihi^ 
wn Miovo with pja* o. ii thou t^p|H'ui?Ji hut 
with tho lf\ttvt llto »\i»luulv ihowK, nnt in» 
difUMVnoo^ hut tlilbuHi iU\«l Uv\\\n \\\ l\H)k 
upot^ hot jHuluoi witt^ \hiilain» 

A:^ Tnon rtw i^tiv Uilv nuuiiop, iho is toi^li^i 
hv uuu\rM»Ms tou^|Kfitoru hu thiu Jilhu- 
jiuilhcvl Trtvour, till Iho iu li-VoU i\^ hor i hoioci 

w hou 
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when thii uiU\KV0iU\il i^^^nilitiuN^M either rtn^ 
tiH), w t\UM^ilt ta b(?t>«m0, in liitwrt^, what 
lUfty he i ^llr^U v^4f trJo« at th^ hmlWf, \vhh« 
mt M\y |M^H*nliuutt boyt^nU th^t uf lUtlng 

wint^ft 

ypt iiuuunerfthk^ lnU4uv^e« avp leen t4 UiUes 
whu uUen i^hrtnije fl\eir Uwer>». In thin 

thew i» tt urtturi^l piiiji*'^^'* i ^^^*' ^* v4iuu4 be 
imagined, th^t \vu»ne«\ of lltperiur wntler* 
ftanding*! rwrly iu Ufe diftiagMilheil Ibf de« 
Ueapy i\ii ihn\\\m\\\$ for ppw^euee, an4 for 
the elevatJun ut their mindiii IhuwUl halUly 
arrive at the exifewe, wheri> patllan tfi- 
«mph«* anri where all reganl ta Uet>ent?y iii 
luft 4 m H)r i^theitt, ihey liHu\ thUfli the i^a^ 
rvert It i^a^ hiuvevrr^ hunuliatin|[ ta tee llwue 
who appear to have been dellijuevl by natwrt^ 
to iHwmaiul the reverente ol loankiiul, at 
laft iiejijfailedi and tuok (m low lo the opl« 
nioo of the worKli m tu be never mentioned 
hut vviih ionten^>tt 1'hele have changed 
lb iaWn, anil have been lU unlklthlUl tt) 
every en^agen^eut, that, nnivertally detplfad^ 
they end with havlnjj nu i. wtejoi 
Wui U. L I hav« 
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i have obferved» that jealoufy ia ieldonif 
if ever, to be difcovered in a huiband )^ but 
this cannot be faid in favour of the new 
connexion, becaufe both parties are tor«- 
mentcd by fufpitton. This, it muA be 
confelfcd, is natural i for, as both are con- 
fcious that there ia no other bond between 
them but the precarious tie of mutual affec- 
tion, each muft tremble at the approach of 
any one who might interrupt their union. 
Hence they are conilantly engaged in watch- 
ing each other's lookit and, for want of con- 
fidence, renounce, in u great meafurct the 
charms of fecial intcrcourfe. Even in pub- 
lie, they live as if they were alone, ab- 
ftradb^ and abforbed, attentive only to each 
other* He muft not take notice of any 
other lady ; and if any gentleman would 
converfe with her, in a few minutes (he 
appears confufed, and Ailed with fear that 
(ht may have given offence. In all proba- 
bility the has j and (hould (he be the firft 
dutchef>i in the kingdom, and he only a non- 
commiffioned officer in the army, ilic may 
b« treated with pcrfonal indignity j and we 
have heard of one who was dragged by the 

hair 
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hiir about the room. But ii^, iuilead of 
giving^ Ihe ihould happdu to have tukeu the 
Qt&nce> even the more dclitate will Hy Uk<? 
a tygrels at hi^ eyCvSi and beat him in the 
face till he is black and blue. It fometime» 
happens^ that a lady becomes weary of her 
firil choice, her ^ncy has fixed upon fome 
new objciit, and ihe wiihes to change i but 
the former, whofc vanity is Hattercd by the 
connediout is not willing to didolve it. la 
lower life, this moment gives occafion to 
many of thole allaiftMltfpns which aboun4 
in Spain i but, in the higlier claflesi among 
whom the dagger ia profcribed, the firil 
pofiefibr, if a n\ai\ of fpjrit, maintains pof- 
fefiion, and the lady dares not difcard hinii 
left an equal combat Ihould prove fatal to 
the man of her afledtions. In this conteft 
the huiband is out of fight, and tells for 
nothing. 

In a catholic country, with fuch depra# 
vity of morals, it may be naturally enquired^ 
what becomes of confcicnce, and where is 
diicipline ? It is well known, that all are 
under obligation to contefsi at leall once a 
year, before they receive tlie eucharift. 
Every one is at liberty to choofe his con- 

L a fefibr 
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feilbr imd prieA: i but before he leaves thf 
altarji he takes a certificate that he has been 
therci and this he delivers to the curate of 
his owh pari(hj under pain of excommuni- 
cation, ihould he fail to do fo. When* 
therefore, a' married woman appears, year 
after year, before her confeiTor, to acknow- 
ledge that (he has been, and ftill continues 
to be, Hving in adultery, how can he grant 
her abfolution, or how can he be moderate 
in the penance he injoins. Without pe-^ 
nance, and unlds lki| |)rieil is fatisiied that 
there is contrition, with full purpofe of a» 
mendment, there can be no abfolution i 
without abfolution, no participation of the 
eucharill j and, in the negledt of this, ex- 
communicatioji follows. Yet, from the 
univerlal prevalence of this oftence, we may 
be certain, that there muil bo fome way of 
evading the rigour of the law. Nothing is 
more eafy. As for the penance, it is Im- 
pofed by thofe who can have compalliqn 
on the frailties of mankind, and is thereforo 
fcarcely worthy to be mentioned* In many 
inftances, it is ridiculous. Were any con* 
fdlfor fevcie, he would have few at his con- 
fedlonal, The ablblution is commonly a 

more 



[ HO ] 

inert? A?ilmu bvilincft} ht^r^vUc th<g ptniicnt 
mufl iml tmly trilily vontritiuhi but luufl 
give llnnc tt^ken yl' AincmlincnU by ubtlrtin* 
kg, ttt Ici^R fyr A ibtttbni tVtnu ihc ^tHuiuif- 
Uun uf the tMUhd whkh U tUo TubjcCl- 
imttcr of conlclliun. I1w lull Ablblutioa 
imy be cAlily gbuinal i but whcu thw^ i)i - 
fciuier co»\c«, yrrtr At\cr ycAr, with thr iA\m 
eonfVtliotu if he will ubtt^iu ubluhuioui he 
lUuJl change \\\h coulellor j rtt\d thi« piM^U<b^e 
U ndt tMily dilgracefuli but louwtiu\c>< inet- 
hi\\ul IteiCi lh«|||||^H needful to t\dopt 
Ibme new expedient. iTwo natuvAlly me* 
fent themleWcH \ Ibfi either Uune prieft* 
deAitute uf principle! iHi^y be fuundi whoi 
IW certf^in eutiiUlemtionfe, will Annijh hiU 
let« \ or ellei which i« rt pievt^iling juaCiice 
at Mmhuli the c«unnu)n pit)lUtuie«i confel- 
ling ttnd iweiving the holy lacminent ii\ 
many churches, md i ollcdinj? a multitude 
©f billet^ either (ell, or give them to theiv 
iViendM, I have certilicaie?^ belWe ine» A^ 
ihele curry neither name nor llgnaiurri they 
tti*e ealily tran^lerncdi I'hey ari3 limply thu*^ ; 

tm nk MdkhhL Am ak mil ikxwmHt ^^HUi 
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The principal cortejos in the great cities 
are the canons of the cathedrals ; but where 
the military rcfide, they take their choice, 
and leave the fefufe for the church. In thtf 
country villages, the monks bear rule | at 
leaft within their limits, and even in the 
cities, they fet up their prctenfions. As for 
the parochial clergy, one thing is certain/ 
that many of them have families, and all 
arc involved in the common cenfure. Even 
in the Afturias, my |g|gi d» th^ good Wfhop 
auxiliary of OviedcpWhan of high prin- 
ciple, yet of great humanity, fevere only to 
himfelff but companionate to others, made 
it a rule, that none of his curates Ihould 
have children in their families. This facri- 
fice, at IcafV, he infiftcd they fliould make 
to decency. Beyond this he did not think 
it right to be too rigid in his enquiries. In 
fhort, during my refidencc in Spain, I never 
found one pcrfon inclined to vindicate the 
curates from the common charge ; but, at 
the fame time, all, with united voices, bore 
teftimony to the fuperior virtue of the hi- 
fliops. Indeed, thefe venerable men, from 
all that 1 could hear, and from what I faw 
in the near approach to which they graci- 

oudy 
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oufljr admitted mci for purity, for piety, for 
xeaU cs^n never be futticicntly admired i but 
too few of the clergy, cither fccular or rc» 
gukr, till they begin to look towards the 
mitre, feem to think it necclfary, that they' 
ihould imitate thefe bright examples, ov 
afpire after fuch high pcrfedions. 

This univcrfal depravity of morals, if I 
am not much miflaken, may be tnced up 
to the celibacy of the clergy. It is true, 
the example of the cgpt, lincc the accei» 
fion of the prcfent ^MPfch, has given pre« 
valence to practices wftich were before rc- 
ftnuned, and made that honourable whixjh 
had been attended with difgrace ; but the 
cffcdt mull: always, in a mcafure, have been 
coeval with its cuufo. Nay, Ihould we bo 
inclitied to blame, in the itrft inilance, the 
Italians, who nrc faid to have brought this 
pradice into Spain, we (hould be obliged 
at lad to tnicc it up to this miflakea prin- 
ciple, that conjugal ajfedhon is incoH/ijicnt 
with the due dijcbarge of the mimJierMi 
funiiions. In converiing freely with the 
clergy on this fubjecft, I never met any one, 
befides the archbiihop of Toledo, who at-* 
tempted to vindicate this principle; and 

L 4 wherp^i 
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wherever I was, I had no difficulty in de- 
claring war againfl it, becaufe they do not 
confider it as an article of faith. The prin- 
ciple is abfurd; yet upon it is founded 
the celibacy of the clergy, and from that, 
in my opinion, is derived the corruption of 
their morals. It has been common for 
proteftants, who travel in a catholic coun- 
try, to inveigh againft the clergy, and to 
laugh at the people, as prieft-ridden : fuch 
abufe is exceedingly illiberal. The prieits 
themfelves are tQ»i|^tied, but the law 
which binds them, the cruel law which re- 
quires that they fliould offer violence to 
nature, or, more properly, the power which 
can abrogate that law, fhould bear the 
blame. 

The purpofe of the law is however fruf- 
trated; for nature is like a rapid river, 
which, checked in its progrefs, fcorns re- 
ftraint, and, when diverted from its proper 
courfe, either overflows the country, or 
forms new channels for itfelf. What then 
is gained ? The parochial clergy, and thefe 
are the only clergy who fhould be fuffered 
in a ftatc, have their connexions and their 
children, but not as they ought, in jht 

moil 
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twoft honourable way. They are difgraced 
in the eyes of the people, who are taught 
by their example to live in the violation of 
the laws; and their children, for want of 
a proper education, arc fitted only for the 
vileft employments in the community. 
How different is the pifture, where mar- 
.riage is allowed. The minifter is like the 
father of his parifh, and hi& wife performs 
the office of a mother; both fet an example 
of virtue, and in cvtjai* village teach the 
peafants how to valjHpeir domeilic com% 
fort. In the ftreet, their children, com- 
monly a numerous offspring, arc diflin- 
guifhed by their look of healthy by their 
cleanlinefs, and by the decency of their 
condud; and, when fent out into the 
world, they form the mofl valuable mem- 
bers of fociety. 

Should the Spanifh government rcfolvc 
to fet the clergy free, more ample provifion 
mufl be made for their maintenance, be- 
caufe at prefcnt it is fcarcely fufficient for 
their own fupport; and this might be 
caiily accomplifhed out of the vaft reve- 
nues of the bifhops, or by the fupprefiion 
pf fooie ufelefs convents. 

The 
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The play-houfes in Madrid are not much 
frequented : the genius of the people does 
' not alEmilate with this fort of amufement. 
This will evidently appear by the receipts 
at the two theatres ; for, taking the average 
between them in December, they each pro- 
duce fifty pounds a night, but fome nights 
lefs than twenty pounds ; and, even in the 
Chrifbnas week, not more than ieventy-*fix. 
They have lately introduced the opera, but 
with little ptofpe^/rf fucccfs; becaufc 
€noft of the g^nijHp^plc keep to their 
own focietiesy except when they attend the 
balls. 

Few people here difcover any love f<jr 
the fciences. The cabinet of natural hif- 
tory is open to all the world, but it is not 
frequented J and although D. Anf. Fern. 
Solano, the royal profeflbr of experimental 
-philofophy, in point of cleamefs, elegance, 
and precifion, may be reckoned among the 
firft in Europe, and delivers his lectures 
gratis, yet nobody attends him. Books arc 
little read -, all who are not engaged in bu- 
finefs, are occupied in their attendance on 
the ladies, with whom nothing of this kind 
is heard of, 
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In confequence c^ proper introdo^bas, 
I had an opportanity of feeing moft of the 
principal manfions in Madrid. The firfl^ 
without exception^ in point of magnifi-* 
cencc, is the duke of Alba's : the principal 
front is to the fbuth, and is tv¥o hundred 
feet in length, with eighty-five windows. 
The eaftem and weftem fronts will be 6x 
hundred feet when finifhed; yet in this 
vail pile diere is not one room fuitable to 
the rank and fortune jOte lord* The up« 
per ftories will be dMJPfcd by four hun- 
dred bed-chambers, wWch are fcarcely fuf- 
ficient for the family, confidering that all 
Ae fuperannuated fervants, with their wives 
and children, are to be lodged and penfioned 
there. The duke informed me, that he paid 
one hundred thoufand reals, that h, one 
thoufand pounds, a month, in wages only 
at Madrid. 

For commodioufnefs and elegance, no 
houfe in Madrid is equal to the duke of 
Berwick's. Built on a declivity, with the 
principal front towards the weft, it occu^ 
pies, like other Spanifli houfes, the four 
ifides of a fquare, yet is perfedUy mo* 
dcrn, borfl in ftyle and furniture* You en* 

tcr 
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tcr a fpacious hall, then> afcending a wide 
fbircafe, you find a fuit of magnificent 
apartments, communicating all round, and, 
upon the fame level with the garden to the 
fbuth and to the eaft. From this circum- 
ftance, all the ground floor is kept exceed- 
ingly cool for a fummer's refidence, . and 
the principal apartments are warm and 
comfortable in winter. Such an habita- 
tion would be ill fuited for the accommo- 
dation of numerous dome/lies^ with their 
widows and theifSJlMdren, dcfcending by 
tradition from his anceftors ; and therefore 
the duke, very wifely, is fatisfied with giv- 
ing them fmall penfions, and leaves them 
to provide a lodging for themfelves. 

He was fo obliging as to let me fee his 
accomptant's offices, in which he has in- 
troduced a fyftem of ceconomy little known 
in Spain. They coniift, as ufual, of four 
departments, but then in thefe he ha$ only 
one accomptant general, with three clerks ; 
one principal fecretary, with three under 
him; one treafurer, and one keeper of ar- 
chives, with an affiftant. On all his eft^jites 
he has fimilar eftablifhments, but upon a 
Xmaller fc^e. His whgle property pro* 

duces, 
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duces, grofs, one million eight hundred and 
eighty -eight thousand fix hundred and 
eighty -three reals, and from this deducting 
three hundred and forty-one thousand nine 
hundred and eight, for the charge of ma- 
nagement, it netts one million five hundred 
and forty- fix thoufand ftvtn hundred and 
feventy-five reals, or £»is,4>6y fterling. 

The late duke of Arcos had more than 
three hundred people in his eftablifliment 
at Madrid. The marquis of Penafiel, who 
is married to the yoUM^xitchefs of Bene* 
vente, and is at once duke of Ofiiina, of 
Arcos, of Vejar, of Candia, &c. &c. with 
an income of about fifty thoufand pounds 
fterling, employed, when I was at Madrid, 
twenty -nine accomptants, including his 
two fecretaries, and I underftani that he 
has fince increafed their numbef; befides 
thefe, he has an advocate, and a familj 
phyfician, for whom, with his principal 
fecretary and his treafurer, he keeps four 
carriages. 

The duke of Medina Coeli has thirty ac- 
comptants in Madrid, befides vaft eftablifh- 
ments on his eftates, more efpecially in 
Catalonia, moft of which belongs to himf 

and 
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and in the province of Andalufia, where he 
has extenfive property. His fon, the mar- 
quis de Cogolludo, who has a feparate 
dlabliflimcnt, informed me, that he him- 
felf paid, only at Madrid, thirty thouiand 
reals a month, or near four thoufand 
pounds a year in ilipends to his fer«» 
vants. 

. It is difficult to eflimatc what, with 
good nunagement, would be the revenue 
of thefe great lords. Such a property as 
the duke of Alba'i, producing under admi-» 
niflration eighty thoufand pounds a year ; 
ivhat would it not yield, if let out to fub* 
ftantial farmers ? If, whilft they plough, 
and fow, and reap, and thrafh, and fell, 
and eat, and drink, upon the duke's ac-> 
count, he receives fuch an income, what 
would it be if every inch of land were 
made productive, and if that produce were 
expended with oeconomy ? With fuch vaft 
poilefiions^ well managed, he might live in 
fplendor little inferior to the greateft fove- 
reigns of Europe. But, inftead of this, de- 
voured by their fervants, they are moft of 
them in debt; and, under the feeling of 
poverty, live exceedingly retired, fcarcely 
8 venturing 
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venturing at any time to give a dinner to^ 
jtheir friends. 

In many of their houfes you find good 
pid:ures, coUefted by their anceftors j but^ 
as for the prefent generation, they feem to 
have little tafte for the polite arts: their 
time and attention appear to be loft in tri-« 
iles. Among the houfes where the works 
of the beft mafters are to be feen, the prin-^ 
cipal are thofe of Alba, Medina Ccjeli, San-« 
tiago, Infantado, and Santeftevan. In the 
former is a very nrnneious and ineftimaWe 
colledions and, among them, the portrait 
of the prefent duke, by Mengs; and the 
great duke of Alba, by Titian 5 a Venus, by 
Velazquez I a Holy Family, by Raphael 1 
and the famous School of Love, by Correg- 
gio. In this beautiful pidture, Venus and 
Mercury are teaching Cupid to read: it was 
fold in London, with other valuable pidhires 
of Charles I. All thefe pidtures were, when 
I fa w them, crowded in the old manfion of 
jt^e family, and therefore appeared to dif- 
advantage; but, whenever they fhall be 
^:leaned and properly difpofed, this will be 
eyidendy a moft capital colledtion. AU the 
4ther cglledlians are in the higheft preier-' 

vation, 
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Vation, except thofc of the late duke of San* 
teftevan,now the property of his fon-in-laWf 
the marquis of CogoUudo^ which^ although 
incftimable, as being the works of the 
moft ancient artifts, are wholly negleftei 
and fufTered to decay. The marquis was fa 
polite as to attend me and the Pruflian ml* 
nifter to fee them, and witncfTed our lamen^** 
tations over them. 

During my winter's refidence at Madrid, 
I endeavoured to get fome infight into the 
revenue, and, I truft, it will be found that 
my labour was not in vain : yet, after all 
my enquiries, I am inclined to think, that 
till fome gteat financier, like .Mr. Necker, 
fliall arife in Spain, the confufion which 
reigns at prefent will continue to prevail 
in this department of the ftate* 

Whilft the taxes were coUeifled by farm- 
ers general, it was eafy to know the rent 
they paid; but now that all is in admini- 
ftration, to come exactly at the produce 
and expenditure will be attended with fom^ 
difficulty. Were the whole peninfula on 
the fame footing, were all punctual in their 
payments, and were the difburfements from 
one common treafury, this refearch would 

be 
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be expedited ; but, as not one of thefe cir- 
cumftances exifts, we muft take the mate- 
rials as we find them, and do the beft we 
can. I iOhall endeavour to give fome idea 
both of the revenue and its expenditure, 
founded on authentic documents, procured 
from the foreign minifters, arid compared 
with an official paper, with which I was 
favoured from the treafury. ' But firft, it 
will be neceflary to point out the various 
articles which yield revenue, and to explain 
the terms relating to finance, briefly pre- 
mifiog fuch an hiftorical relation as can be 
coUedted from Spanifli writers on the fub- 
jed:. 

The principal refources of the crown for 
fupporting its dignity, were anciently found 
in the demefnes of the fovereign; but when, 
during a minority, or a difputed fucceflion, 
thefe had been plundered by the great no- 
bility, he was obliged to folicit grants from 
the national aflemblies. Thus it was with 
Alonzo II. who, after he had compelled 
fome of his barons to reftore the lands 
taken from himfelf and from his immediate 
predeceflfor during their infancy, finding 
thefe unequal to his wants, in the year 

Vol. II. M 1342^ 
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1342, he obtained from the cortes, then 
afl'embled at Burgos, an alcavala^ or tax 
upon ^1 property transferred, to defray his 
cxpences at the fiege of Algeciras. Many 
cities had given him a fifth on the value of 
all commodities difpofed of by fale or bar* 
ter, but when granted by the fUtes^ the tax 
was fixed at ten per cent, and made uni- 
verlal over Caftille.. Whilft Peter, fur* 
named, but perhaps improperly, the Cruel, 
driven from his kingdom, was a fugitive in 
France, Henry, his natural brother, having 
been proclaimed king (A. D. 1361.) the 
cortes granted the alcavala, without any 
limitation with refpeft to time, as a mark 
of their ftrong attachment to the fovercign 
of their choice. But neither was this grant, 
nor the aid of France, fufficient to eftabliih 
the ufurper on the throne ; for Peter, pow- 
erfully fupported by Edward, prince of 
Wales, at the head of thirty thoufand men, 
gave him battle, and compelled him to re- 
lire. When Peter had thus regained his 
fceptre, he began to meditate revenge 
againft the pope. Urban V. who had ex- 
communicated him. His holinefs, how- 
ever, readily found means to appeafe the 

indigQatioo 
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indignation of the offended monarch, by 
granting him tho royal thirds, or two- 
ninthi of ull the tytheci colleded in Caflille, 
under pretcnee of a croifade. Peter took 
the moncy» And increafed hh army, but not 
with the leaft intention of (Ircngthcning 
himfelf againft: the infidels. He had more 
fbnnidablc cncmien at home, and to them 
he bent his whole attention, but in vain. 
The prince of Wales having retired in dil- 
gufti hift futher, Edward tit. v^s not in** 
dined to continue hi« fupport j when, there- 
IbrCi Henry appeared in the field once more^ 
ctttended by itwft of the principal nobility^ 
INtter fell. T\\h was in the year 1 369. 

At the commencement of the fucceed^ 
tng century, Henry Itl, obliged to ufTume 
^e rcin« of government, when he was 
aged fx>urteen, with a view to prevent a 
civil \var> ftnmd hi.s treafury exhauHed, and 
whilft hi^s great haix)ns were rioting over 
the fpoiU which they had feized during 
hi« minority^ he himfelf was /educed to the 
kft extremity of w;ant. It is related of 
KiiiH that returning one day from hunting» 
wA diking fx>r fomithing to eat> his Atw- 

M ft . and 
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ard told him plainly, that he had neither 
money nor credit to procure a joint of 
meat ; " Then," faid he, " take my cloak, 
and pawn it." He was not, however, iatis- 
fied with venting his indignation in empty 
words; but, roufed by hunger, he compelled 
his nobles to reflore the caflles, and to re- 
nounce the penfions which the regent had 
been compelled to grant them. 

A. D. 1500, when the wealth of America 
began to flow into Spain, the internal reve- 
nue of the country ceafed to be an objed: 
of attention, and the miniflers of finance 
looked chiefly to the mines of Peru and 
Mexico for their fupplies. But before 
one century had elapfed, the phantom va- 
nifhed: the treafury, exhaufted by inceflant 
wars, had contracted a load of debt, fuch 
as the country was unable to fupport; and, 
to fit out the invincible armada, new taxes 
were invented, under the denomination of 
Millonesy fo called, becaufe the grant was 
for eight millions of ducats, /^>C* 878,906. 
y.) To this the cortes, fome years after, 
added twenty-four millions, to be coUeifted 
in fix years s of whicht four and an half 

was 
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was impofed on fait, the other nineteen and 
an half on wine, oil, vinegar, and. butcher's 
meat. 

The country was not in a condition to 
be taxed. Rich in min^s, but poor in mo- 
ney ; exhauiled by' continued wars in Italy, 
in Flanders, and by emigrations to Ame- 
rica ; wanting, at the fame time, every en- 
couragement to induftry at home; wretch- 
ednefs fo univerfally prevailed, that Dr. 
Moncada, in the year 1660, reckoned more 
than three millions in Spain who wore no 
fhirts, becaufe they could not afford to pur- 
chafe linen. Money was at that period lent 
commonly for twenty, and even thirty, per 
cent. Such was the ftate of their finance 
in the reign of Philip IV. His fucceffor, 
Charles II. who died at the end of the fe- 
venteenth century, was once reduced to 
fuch diftrefs, that, as appears by a letter 
to be feen in his own hand writing, he fo- 
licited money from the council of Caftille 
to pay the expences of his removal with 
his court to Aranjuez, where he was going 
for his health : the council anfwered, that, 
if upon examination, there was no other 
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way to reftore his healthy they would gnat 
the money. 

We may readily imagine that the re-* 
ceipts at the treafury Were inconiiderable, 
when we caft our eye upon their accounts^ 
and| fo late as 1 7 1 4» fee them kept in ma«- 
ravedis, of which four are nearly equal to 
a &rthing. 
' At the beginning of the prefent century, 

Philip V. fucceeding to the crown of Spain, 
found only a revenue of ten miUion livres, 

or jC*4^6»66^> ^^ ^o mon^ in the trea« 
fury; but, in the fuperior abilities of the 
prefident Orry, he had inexhauAible re« 
^Durces. This great man, who accompa- 
nied the young prince from France, and 
became his minifter, raifed the revenue 
nearly to two millions fterling; and, at the 
end of an expenfive war, left the treafury 
not only free from debt, but with confidcr- 
able films in bank. In the year 1 7 1 4 he 
retired. 

Previous to this period, the taxes were 
farmed, and the people w^ere grievoully op- 
preffed, not merely by the farmers general 
and by theif judges, but by others who 

rented 
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tented under them. The poor pcafants 
Were robbed and phindered with impunity^ 
and when, unable to fatisfy thefc harpies^ 
they took refuge in a convent, the province 
was obliged to nmke up the deficiency. To 
remedy thcfe abufes, the new monarch 
thought it expedient to reunite many of 
the lefler farms; and, to prevent the vexa- 
tion of his fubjedts, he recommended mo- 
deration to the formers. His recommenda- 
tion remained without efFedt. The farm- 
ers continued to nominate and to pay the 
judges, the judges continued to opprefe the 
people, and the people continued to utter 
their complaints. When, however, the mi- 
nifter refledled that, whilft the taxes conti* 
nued to be farmed, the people muft be 
fubjeft to oppreflion, in the year 17 14, he 
put the whole revenue in adminiftration ; 
but, at the end of two years, he reluctantly 
confented to renew the farms. 

After this fhort refpite, when the galling 
yoke was laid upon their necks again, and 
the farmers were once more armed with 
power to opprefs them, the people became 
impatient, and their clamours reached the 
throne ; yet to little purpofe for a feafon, 

M 4 becaufe 
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becaufe the ncceffities of the ftatc were ' 
pleaded, and whilft Philip lived, the evil 
complained of was only palliated, but not 
removed. 

A. D. 1746, on the acceffion of Ferdi- 
nand VI. D. Martin de Loynaz undertook 
to plead with him the caufe of a much in- 
jured people; as D. Michael de Zavala had 
done with his father Philip, but with more 
cffeift; for his minifter, the marquis de la 
Enfenada, wholly aboliihed the farms ; and 
from that period they have never been re- 
ftored. In confequence of this new regu- 
lation, the magiftrates of all the cities and 
diftridts in the twenty -two provinces of 
Caftille, adminifter the provincial rents, and 
remit the produce to Madrid, receiving fix 
per cent; for their trouble in colle(9-ing. 

To reduce the fubjedt of taxation to a 
fyftem, we might divide and fubdividc, till 
our attention fhould be loft in clafles, or- 
ders, genera, fpecies, and varieties, but as 
this, in the prefent cafe, would not in the 
leaft contribute to clearnefs and precifion, 
I choofe rather to adopt an alphabetical ar- 
rangement. 

Annats^ called Medias Annatasy is a tax 

of 
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of half a year's revenue from the grandees- 
and titular nobility on coming to their 
eftates, or fucceeding to any office. Th^ 
marquis de Squilace was fond of this re- 
fource, and, fince his time, near one thou- 
fand titles have been given. From the 
clergy, the fovereigns of Spain received no 
annats, excepting only in America, and in 
the conquered provinces, till the concordat, 
A. D. 1753, between Lambertini and Fer- 
dinand VI; but fince that time they are no 
longer fent to Rome. With thefe are in- 
cluded the ecclefiajiical months^ being one- 
twelfth of all benefices under three hun- 
dred ducats, or ^. 3 3 nearly, and this rated 
according to the ancient valuation. Since 
thefe grants, the pope, A. D. 1783, gave 
to the king one-third of all fimple bene- 
fices, which are worth more than tw^o hun- 
dred ducats per annum. 

ApofentOy or Cafa de Apofento. When Phi- 
lip V. fucceeded to the throne, his intention 
was to have made • Seville the feat of his 
dominion; but the citizens of Madrid pre- 
vailed upon him to change this refolution, 
by offering him a fum of money, on condi- 
tion that he fhould continue with them. 

This 
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This was afterwards changed for a rent- 
charge on aH the houfes, with Kbfcrty of 
one-thmi redemption at twenty-five years 
purchafc. 

Brandy is one of the royal monopolies. 
The king takes one-eighth of all the fpirits 
as a tax, the reft he claims a right to pur- 
chafe, paying for brandy twenty-two reak 
the arroba of twenty- eight pounds, and 
for fpirit of^ wine, twenty-eight reals j the 
former he fells at fixty-four reals, the lat- 
ter at one hundred. At this rate Madrid 
confumcs ninety thoufand arrobas, or about 
five thoufand hogflieads of brandy, befidcs 
eighteen thoufand arrobas of fpirit of wine. 
The cities agree upon a compofition for 
theie duties. 

Cards are another of the royal mono- 
polies. 

Catalonia and Arragon. Under this arti- 
cle is comprehended the cataftro of Cata- 
lonia with the equivalent for Arragon, Va- 
lencia, and Majorca. 

Crufades. The bull of the crufades 
grants the fame indulgences as were ufually 
difpenfed by the popes to thofe who went 
to make a conqueft of the Holy Land, ex- 
tending thefe in the firft inftance to thofe 

who 
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who {hould perfonally make war upon the 
infidek; in the fecond,. to thofc who fhould 
fend a deputy;, and^ in the hSk, place^ to 
fuch a& fhould aid^ by liberal contributions^ 
the foldiers engaged in this holy war. 

The indulgences are, 
1% To eat flefh on faft-days, with the con^- 
fent of their phyfician and confeffor, 
and, even without their confent, to 
take eggs and milk. 
2% That, for every day they faft voluntarily^ 
and pray for union among chriftian 
princes, with victory againft the in- 
fidels, they (hall be excufed fifteen 
years and fifteen forty hours of pe- 
nance impofed upon, or in any manner 
due from them ; and moreover, {hall 
partake of all the prayers, alms, pil- 
grimages, even to Jerufalem, which 
ihall be performed by the church- 
militant, or by any of its members. 
^\ That, vifiting five altars,, or five times 
one altar, and praying as above, they 
ihall obtain plenary indulgences for 
themfelves, or for any of their de- 
parted friends, in whofc favour they 
ihall perfoi'm this. 

4% That, 
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4% That, once in life, and once at the time 
of their deceafe, they may obtain from 
their confcflbr remiflion, even of thofe 
fins rcferved for the pope, excepting 
hcrefy, and of other fins, as often as 
they confefs. 
5% That, dying fuddenly without confeflion, 
they (hall obtain the fame plenary in- 
dulgence as if they died under con- 
trition. 
6% That, vifiting five altars, and praying 
as above, on the days fpecified in the 
calendar, of which there are eleven, 
they may, by their prayers, for each 
day, deliver a foul from purgatory. 
y\ That, paying for two copies of the bull, 
a perfon may twice in one year enjoy 
all the indulgences, favours, and pri- 
vileges mentioned above, and gain 
double the benefit he might claim 
on having purchafed one. , 
For this bull the nobles pay about fix 
(hillings and four pence, the commons a- 
bout two (hillings and two pence in Arra- 
gon, but fomething lefs in the kingdom of 
Caftille. Even the fervants purchafe thefe ; 
and fuch is the demand, that they are reck- 
oned 
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oncd to produce mure than >r, aoo.ooo 
per annum. No cont-cllbr will grant abfo-- 
lution to any one who has not this bull. 

The ejfech of the cannrd arilb from vacant 
bencticcvS, IJy the concordat, A. D. 1753» 
the kings of Spain cjijoy not only the no-« 
luination to all ccclcliallical prcicrments, 
which formerly was in the popes, but they 
take the benetit of vacancies, and fei'^e the 
fpoils oi'the prelates, that is, their moveables, 
together with the ctfcvits of all clergymen 
dying inteftate. Thcfe arc called ejpolm y 
vacantes. 

ExcujUih, In every parifli, the king 
thoofes the beft tarm, whether for olives, 
corn, or vines, of which he takes the tythes 
both in Caftille and Arragon. The clergy 
formerly agreed with him lor this, but af- 
terwards it was tarnwd by the grrmios, or 
five united companies of Madrid, at twelve 
millions of reals; but, in the year 1778, 
the clergy had the grant at one third left. 
Moil of them accepted the otfer; but they, 
who thought thcmfelvcs too poor to ven- 
ture, rcfufed, and thefe farms are let to the 
gremios at four millions. The grcmios have 
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been accuTed of having availed themielvee 
ef this bargain^ to purchafe com in all the 
country villages when it is cheapo to lodge 
k in their granaries, and then^ felling it out 
again at a high price, to ftarve the people^ 
and enrich themfelves. 

Extraordinary efFedbs arife from ieizuresi 
from licenfes to export goods in the regifter 
ihips ; and from the duty on the exportation 
of money. The amount is ftated only at 
thirty-five millions ; but fometimes it has 
been a hundred. This properly flioUld go 
to the aduana, or cuftom-houfe. 

Fines of the camera are levied by the 
council of the Caflille on magiftrates tranf- 
grefling. 

The Indian revenue will be confidered by 
itfelf. It amounts, in America, to near 
ibur millions and an half fterling ; but al- 
though varioufly ftated in the fubfequent 
fchedule as productive of revenue, it is 
doubted whether it yields a profit, or be- 
comes a lofs to Spain. 

Lances. This tax is paid in lieu of mili- 
tary fervice, and fe, for dukes, counts, and 
SDarquiiTes, two hundred ducats, or about 



£. 22 for each tide ; but a grandee pays 
eight thoufand reals. It is ilJed, Pecuniae- 
ris compenfatio pro haftatis militibus. 

head is a royal monopoly, and mufl he 
moft uncertain in its produce^ 

ManufaSluresoi cloth and gkfs are Hated 
as yielding a revenue. The glafs is made at 
S. Ddefonfo, and is chie% for mirrors, her 
caufe the glafs for common ufe is imported 
into Spain. It is to be feared, that neither 
the glafs, nor yet the cloth, yield. any profit 
to the nation. It is impoffible they fhould* 

The majlerjhips of the three orders cf 
Calatrava^ Alcantara, and of S. lago, were 
granted by the pope to Ferdinand and- Ifa^ 
bella, and fettled in perpetuity on the fove- 
reigns of Spain by Adrian, to exprefs his 
gratitude to Charles for having raifed him 
to the papacy. 

The notaries^ each pay two hundred do-- 
cats on his admiffion. 

ThQ pajiure of the mafterlhips arifes from 
cxtenfive meadows belonging to the three 
great orders : and the pafture of the ferena 
is from a trad of country in Eftrenudura^ 
formerly confiderable, but, from the ire- 
^uent grants made by the crown to the 
9 grea^ 
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great nobility, now (6 far reduced as to yield 
only about five and twenty hundred pounds 
of our money ; whereas, fo late as the year 
1722, Uztariz ftates the value at more than 
two millions and an half of reals, or about 
twenty-fix thoufand pounds per annum. 
' Polls and Couriers. Thefe were formerly 
the private property of the counts d'Onate, 
•grandees of Spain, but they now form one 
of the moft valuable branches of revenue to 
•the fliatc. Mr, Wall cftabliflied a regular 
poft to America ; but, before his time, the 
Spanilh ambaflador to the Englidi .court 
was inftrufted to procure, at London, in- 
formation of all that was pafling in Spanirti 
America, and to tranfmit that information 
to his court. 

^be Propios and Arbitrios. Cities formerly 
levied taxes on waflc l-inds granted to pri- 
vate people, and on provifions, for the ex- 
pence of their municipal government ; but 
the king now takes two per cent, on the 
produce, for general ufe. 

General Rents are the duties levied in the 
(ea- ports. 

'- The Provincial Rents are, i **, the Ale av alas 
of ten per cent, on every thing fold or bar- 
tered. 
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tefedi whether ufed in hufbandry of mattu- 
failures, to be paid every time the property 
is transferred ; together with four per cent. 
laid on, at fubfequent periods, to the origi- 
nal tax, 2^ Millonesy granted by the cortes, 
A. D. 1 60 1, for fix years, but ever fince 
collected, being eight maravedis, or about 
a halfpenny a pound for butchers meat and 
fuet fold in the market 5 and eight reals for 
every carcafe, whether brought to market, 
or killed for the ufe of private families. 
Under this grant, wine, vinegar, and oil, 
pay one-eighth on the price, eftimating wine 
at fixty-four maravedis the arroba, vinegar 
thirty- two, and oil at fifty. 3% Fiel medi-^ 
doTy which is another duty on wine, vine- 
gar, and oil, of four maravedis the arroba, 
granted A. D. 1642. 4% T! he royal thirds^ 
or three ninths of the tithes, firft granted 
to the Spanifh njonarchs, A. D, 1274* 
5**, T^be ordinary and extraordinary fervice^ 
granted A. D. 1580; a tax on every thing 
belonging to thofe who are hot noble, that 
is, hidalgos, or knights. Ecclefiaftics be- 
ing free from the alcavala, the millones, and 
all municipal taxes, called arbitriasy they are 
refunded every year ax:cording to their con* 
Vol. IL N fumption. 
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fumption. All thcfe provincial rents^ in . 
the year 1778, produced one hundred and 
thirty millions of reals ; yet, (b late as the 
yes^T 1 745, they were farmed at ninety mil- 
lions. 

: Rents rf Madrid^ called aMb EfeSlos yfifas 
de Madrid^, and Rentes de arrendamiento^ arc 
the produce of the alcavala and millones of 
that city, and of five leagues rounds farmed 
by the grcmios. 

Patrimonial rents arife from thirds, tithe$, 
referved rents, and lands let to farm> in Ca- 
talonia, Arragon, Valencia/ and Majorca^ 

Rent of the priory of S. Juan, or S. John, 
is mentioned only by Uftariz, becaufe it 
was afterwards granted to the infant Don 
Crabriel. 

^he falt-works yield a confiderable reve- 
nue. Thefe were formerly confidered as 
private property; but, in the year 1348, 
they were taken by Alonfo II ; and, in 
1564, Philip II. feized them as a part of 
his demefne. The chief of them are in 
Andalufia, Valencia, Catalonia, and Majorca. 
The fait- works of Mata, in the kingdom of 
Valencia, would eafily fumiih one million 
and an half fanegas, of about one hundred 

pounds 
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pounds weightj which^ could tHey find a 
market, would, at twenty-two reals the fa- 
nega, make three hundred and thirty thou- 
fand pounds fterling per annum ; but, by 
raifing the price, they have lefleried the 
demand : fo that the whole amount of the 
kingdom is only about two thirds of what 
one work alone might ^furnifh. 

Stamp-duties were ijntroduced in 1637. 

Subfidy is one per cent, granted by the 
pope to the kings of Spain^ upon all eccle- 
fiaftical rents in their dominions> for the 
war againft the infidels; 

Saltpetre yfulphur^ and gun-powdery fealing 
wax, quickfilver, and tobacco, are all royd 
monopolies. Of the latter I fliall fpeak 
more particularly, when I come to treat 
of Seville. It was granted by the cortes, 
A. D. 1336. 

JVooL In the year 1437, a tax was im- 
pofed on all wool in general, called Servicio 
y rnontazgo ; but, to encourage the produc- 
tion, this was changed by Ferdinand VI. 
into a duty on fine wool exported. The 
coarfe wool is kept at home. 

In my fchediile, the Indian revenue is 
ilated by Uztariz at forty millions, and by 
count de Grepi, the imperial conful, at 

N 2 more 



[ i8o ] 

more than ten times as much. The foraier 
means the nett produce; the latter takes 
the grofs amount. Mr. Lifton's average 
of ten years agrees nearly with Uztariz ; but 
Mr. Carmichael, the American envoy, ftates 
fixty millions. The fad, however, is, if we 
may believe thofe who are the beft informed^ 
that the Spanifh colonies yield no direct re- 
Venue to the mother country. This being 
the cafe, I cannot conceive upon what au- 
thority, the Abbe Raynal ftates the clear re- 
venue from America at thirty-four millions 
five hundred thoufand livres, or, in reals 
vellon, at one hundred thirty-eight millions 
clear, befides eighty- two millions three hun- 
dred thirty-feven thoufand eight hundred 
reals paid for dudes in Europe. 

Count de Grepi ftatdk the revenue ia 
America as follows : 

Cuftoms on European com- 
modities, according to the -^^^'^ ^/Z?;/. 

years 1785 and 1786, - 42,240,000 

Alcavala on ditto, introduced 

A. D. 1591, - - 54,120,000 

Tobacco rent in New Spain 
and other provinces, intro- 
duced A. D. 1752, - - 100,000,000 

I>uties 
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Duties on gold and filver ex 

ported, - - - - ^ 60,000,000 

Tribute of the Indians, - 40,000,000 
Crufades, introduced A* D. 

1509, ----.- 20,000,000 

Quickfilver fold, - - - 6,000,000 
Stamp-duties, introduced A^D. 

1 64 1,- - - - - - 20,000,000 

Coinage, - - - - ^ 6,000,000 

Acapulco trade, - - - - 10,000,000 

Sale of the herb Math e, - - 10,000,000 
Sale of paper on the king's 

account, ----- 10,000,000 

Rents of the Jefiiits, - - 8,000,000 

Cards, and other monopolies, 6,000,000 

Rents of the Philippines, - 30,000,000 

Tax on negroes, - - -. 4,000,000 

R' vellon 426,-^60,000 



■>■ 



The alcavalas on American produdlions are 
omitted, as are alfo fome other taxes, of 
which the count was not able to procure 
any information. 

The following fchcdule will fhew the 
produce of the taxes in the royal treafury. 
To reduce the reals to pounds fterling, 
drop the two laft figures, becaufe one pound 
is equal to one hundred reals yellon. 

N 3 A Digeft 
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I procured from the foreign minifter$ 
various ftatements of the expenditure, fuch 
as they tranfmitted to their feveral courts, 
but the x)ne with which I was moft fatis- 
fied, I had from D. Eftevan Zienowieff, 
ambaflador from Ruflia, confirmed by that 
of Mn Lifton, our own minifter, on whofc 
accuracy I could depend. 

Expenditure. 1778. 



■•-r 



To royal houjhold 

To penfions to the princes 

To royal chapel 

To penfions for fuperannuated ferv'* 

To wardrobe and jewellery 

To journies to the fitios 

To (tables - . - 

To hunting, including damages 

To charities and offering 

To buildings - - - 

To fecret fervices of the court - 

To military i for life guards 

To infantry, 45 regiments of 953 

To militia, 10,880 

To artillery, with officers, 3050 

To invalids, 7,^00 

To engineers - _ - 

To cavalry, 14. regiments of 480 

To dragoons, 8 regiments of 480 

To general officers 

To treafurers, commifTaries, &c. 

To fortifications 

Tg clothing, forage, &c. - - 



Reals Veil. 

24,000,000 

10,000,000 

2,000,000 

3,000,000 

8,ooo,coo 

15,000,000 

1 2,000,000 

18,000,000 

5,000,000 

9,000,000 

2,000,000 



1 8,000,000 

39,235,810 
5,848,036 
4,439,008 
6,289,357 

1 ,400,000 

10,581,815 

5,763,882 

3,600,000 
10,344,282 
I ^,000,000 

74,021,389 



Reals Velloa. 
108,000,000 



To 
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To wtdows of officers and orphnns - 
To mititar^ horpitali - 
To recruiting icrvice in Foreign 7 
countries - - - * j 
1\> department of council of war 
To minifter of war and comii - 

To ffifTx, for 64 (hips of the line, 1 
and 47 frigates* 50,000 failors, > 
12*096 marines - • • j 

Tto department of the Miet 

To department of finance 

To ditto of juflice 

Tb tribunals of Juflice 

*Tofir€ign department for the mi 
niflcr and his comis 

To ambafTador at Rome 

Ditto at London . • • 

Ditto a^ other courts - - - 

To couriers^ confu)s» and fecrct 1 
iervice - - - - J 

To china manufa^lor/ at Rctiro 
To Goblin tapcftry and Pcriian 1 
carpet • - - . j 
To painters, architcAsi and pcnftonit 
Tb academy, cabinet, and library • - 
To hofpitals « . . . 
To highways and canals 
To penfions to ftrangers, and inci- I 



} 



dents 



To intcrcd of their debts and li- 
quidation ... 

Total reals vcllon 



:} 



J, 800,000 
700,000 

1,000,000 

800,000 



i,i40»ooo 

900,000 

710,000 

6,003,16a 

6,ooO|00o 

4j6,i8R 

397** 00 

440,000 

900,000 

400,000 

4,000,000 

.^300,000 



ao4,aot|t94 

t0O,000|00O 

8,000,000 
4»5oo»ooo 
I » 100,000 
8,411,769 



«4*7SJ»«fi^« 



9.873,188 
3o,ooo,ooii 

488,85 1,41 J 
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In the preceding eftimate, the china 
paanufadture at the Buen Retire is made 
debtor only four hundred apd thirty-fi:? 
thoufand one hundred and eighty -eight 
reals ; but, from the extent of the concern;^ 
and from a more minute account received 
from Mr. Carmichael, I am inclined to 
think that one million has been inadvert- 
ently omitted : it would then ftand one 
million four hundred and thirty- fix thou- 
fand one hundred and eighty-eight reals. 
Befides this miftake, if it be one, die ex- 
pence of the glafs manufadlure is here 
overlooked, which Mr. Carmichael ftates 
at one million one hundred and thirty-fix 
thoufand eight hundred and eighty-four; 
and the lofs by the cloth manufadlures, 
which is not ftated. Yet, in the govern- 
ment returns, the manufadlures of glafs and 
icloth are reported to yield, on the average 
of ten years, fix million two hundred and 
thirteen thoufand fix hundred and eighty- 
fix reals profit. 

From an attentive examination of all that 

I have been able to coUedt, I am perfuaded 

that the revenue has not for many year^ 

been equal to the expenditure; and whilfi: 

2 I was 
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I was at Ovicdo, in the year 1786, the mi- 
niftcr of the finance, in his circular letter 
lent through all the provinces, urged the 
coUcdlors to diligence and ftrift attention in 
the collection of the taxes, bccaufe the ex-^ 
pences of government were forty millions 
of reals more than the revenue. Since I 
quitted Spain, the revenue is increafed, and 
from good authority I underfland, that the 
laft ftatement of Mr. Eden is five hundred 
millions, or five millions Britifh, and that 
now they have a furplus of revenue to dif- 
charge former debts. 

The debts are of various kinds; fbme of 
ancient date, others more recent. For the 
payment of the former, with the ftipulated 
intereft, the pr6vincial rents v/ere appointed 
as fecurity ; but thefe are kept out of fight, 
becaufe the nett produce is brought for- 
ward in the accompts, after deducting the 
juros, or intereft upon money borrowed. 
Thefe debts were contracted upon great 
emergencies, and the money was advanced 
chiefly by the Genoefe, the gremios, and 
by the rich nobility. Thefe have ofteri 
been transferred in moments of defpair, ^t 
a confiderablc difcount, and much has 
9 been 
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been redeemed, paying thofe proprietors, 
who made the moft advantageous offers to 
the ftate, and were willing to part with 
their intereft in the debt on the loweft 
terms. 

The fecond clafs of publlg debts arc 
thofe contracted by the emperor Charles V. 
in his rafh wars Thefe amounted, accord- 
ing to the abbe Raynal, to one thoufand 
million of livres tournois; which, at twenty- 
four livres to the pound, is >r. 41,666,666. 
But the intereft of this being then more 
than the whole revenue, the ftate, in the 
year 1688, became bankrupt. 

At the death of Charles 11. and the ac- 
ceflion of a new family, public credit was 
reftored; and, in lefs than half a century, 
Philip V. availing himfelf of this reviving 
confidence, contracted frefh engagements, 
to the amount of near feven millions ftcr- 
ling. His fucceffor, Ferdinand VI. con- 
fulted the moft learned cafuifts in his em-f 
pire upon this queftion, whether a fove- 
reign is bound to pay the debts of the pre- 
ceding monarch ? This fimple queftion 
was folemnly determined in the negative. 
It being therefore fettled, that the king 

fhould 
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iliould not difcharge tliefe cngagemcntsj 
Ferdinand accumulated treafure, and left 
his coffers well repleniflied. Charles Vh 
foundy according to the abbe Raynal, one 
hundred and fixty million of livres in his 
treafure on his acceffion, and formed the 
pious refolution of paying all his father's 
debts; but when he had expended half this 
fum, he confumed the remaining part In 
fruitlefs wars. 

Thus matters flood till the Spaniards 
entered into the laft war for the emancipa- 
tion of America; when, feeling diftrefs for 
want of money, the minifter thought of 
trying how far he could avail himfelf of 
paper credit; an expedient little fuited to the 
genius of a defpotic government, and leaft 
of all to one which had never (hewn regard 
to public faith. He began with ifluing nine 
million of dollars, in fifteen thoufand notes 
of fix hundred dollars each, bearing interefl: 
at four per cent. Of this tranfadlion I fhall 
have occafion to fpeak further, when I 
come to treat of the new bank, which has 
fo far reftored the credit of this paper, that^ 
from being at twenty-four per cent* dif- 
count, it now bears a premium. 

Govern- 
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Government avows the emiffion of tvrcn-« 
^-eight million feven hundred and ninety^ 
xiine thoufand nine hundred dollar's, at three 
leveral periods during the war; but pro- 
fefles to have withdrawn one million two 
hundred thoufand; fo that, eftimating the 
dollar at three (hillings, the whole of this 

debt is jC-4jI39>985> ^^^ ^^ annual inte- 
reft of this >C*i 65,599, a trifling incum- 
brance, when compared to the debts of 
France and England. The juros are not 
here to be carried to the account, becaufe 
they are deducted out of the grofs produce 
of the revenue, and the amount I have 
ftated is only what it clears. 

All good Spaniards have exclaimed againft 
the operation of their taxes; and, in coiife- 
quence of thefe expoftulations, as far as re-» 
lates to foreign trade, government has m 
regulated the cuftoms upon imports and 
exports, upon goods manufadtured, and up- 
on raw materials, as to encourage hontie 
productions; but then the alcavalas and 
millones operate fo powerfully againft thefe 
proviiions, that the manufafturer cannot 
lift up his head, nor ftand the competition 

Mrith 
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IVith nations who are blefled with a wiief 
((yftem of finance. 

The alcavala, with its four cicntos, is a 
tax of fourteen per cent, on every thing that 
is fold or bartered, even for oxen and mules 
ufed in hufbandry, for the raw materials 
ufcd in manufaillures, and for the commo- 
dity itfclf when fold, and this not once for 
all, but as often as the property is transfer- 
red. . Were this tax coUedled with rigour, 
it would create either a general ftagnation 
or rcfiftance, and, perhaps, fome efFedual 
remedy againft it. 

The operation of the millones is not 
more favourable to manufactures. This tax 
may be confidered as an additional alcavala, 
under another name, confined wholly to 
provifions, and is coUedlcd with fuch ri- 
gour, that even private families are obliged 
to pay eight reals, or is. 7^. for every 
iheep or pig killed upon their own eftate, 
and dcftined for their own confumption. 

When the marquis de la Enfenada, prime 
minifter to Ferdinand VI. turned his atten- 
tion to tills bufinels, he faw cleaily that 
Spain could never rife up into confidera- 
tba under the prefTure of fuch taxes, and 

therefore 
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therefore he conceived the idea of fubfti- 
tuting in their place one contribution, to 
be fettled according to every man's ability, 
the whole amount being equivalent to the 
fum antecedently coUedted. For this pur- 
pofe he eftablifhed a commiflion of thirty 
thoufand perfons, to make the proper invef- 
tigations, and to carry his purpofe into exe- 
cution. Before he could accomplifh this ar- 
duous undertaking, his mafter died, Charles 
III. iucceeded to the throne, and he was 
permitted to retire. His fucceflbr, a man 
of fingular abilities, never loft fight of fo 
excellent a plan. This was the marquis of 
Squilace, who, having ferved with the king 
in Italy as commiflary general, attended 
him to Spain, became his minifter, and, by 
his intrigues, foon contrived that every 
power in the ftate fhould centre in himfelf. 
This extraordinary man has been accufed 
of rapacity; but, however that may be, 
certain it is, that Spain, had he continued 
in office, would have had abundant reafon 
to admire the wifdom of his government. 
To him the people of Madrid are indebted, 
not only for the cleanlinefs of its ftreets, 
but for their fa&ty from alTaflins, becaufe 
Vol. II. O he. 
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he made them lay afidc their capa and theif 
flouched hats, by which both their perfonft 
and their purpofes had been efFedtually con- 
cealed. This innovation, however excel- 
lent, this violence offered to deep rooted 
prejudices, excited indignation ; and, being 
accompanied by an accidental fcarcity ctf 
corn, raifed a ftorm which nothing but his 
difgrace was able to allay. The fovereign 
himfelf felt the fliock upon his throne, and 
fled with his favourite, but was foon pre- 
vailed upon to return, and to fhew himfelf 
to his enraged people from the balcony, 
where the venerable count of Revillagige- 
do, viceroy of Mexico, on whofe word they 
could depend, affured them that the objedl 
of their refentment was difmiffed, and 
would never more return. The ftorm fub- 
fided; Squilace retired to Italy; and thus, 
in one moment of popular frenzy, all his 
well digefted plans for the reformation of 
the finance, the encouragement of manu- 
faftures, and the renovation of the empire, 
were rendered ineffectual, and vanilhed with 
himfelf. 

The commiffioners who were appointed 
to take the va u; of all the land, induftry, 

and 
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and commerce of the twenty -two pro- 
vinceiJ comprehended in the kingdom of 
Cftilille, alter having made a dedurtion of 
one-third for accidents, eftimated the re- 
mainder at two thoufand one hundred and 
fifty-two millions one. hundred and iifty- 
feven thoufand three hundred and fixty- 
four reals vtUon, or a little more than one 
and twenty millions and an half ilerling. 
Then having calculated the average of the 
provincial rents at one hundred and thirty- 
nine millions reals vellun, or J[,*i%;^i)OtOOOi 
to raife an equivalent for this fum, it was 
fbund necelTary to inipofe 6 y^ per cent, ort 
lands, houfes, indullry, and commerce, in- 
cluding phyficians, comedians, n^uficians, 
fervants, labourers, and artillsj not except- 
ing the clergy, who are ftated as poiTefling 
two- fifths of all the cultivated land. For 
this purpofe an cd\t\ was publiihed in the 
year 17701 but unfortunately, hke fome 
others, it remained without eifed. One 
provifion in this edid ihewed the wifdom 
of the head that formed it j for it was or- 
dained that frrtile landi although UiKulti- 
vatcd, ihould pay the tax. 

We have ken, that the paper min-^y 

O a ifiued 
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iflued by government was depreciated to^ 
twenty-four per cent, when M. Cabarrus, 
by the inftitution of a national bank, re- 
ftored the public credit, and faved the 
country. This gentleman is diftinguifhed 
for fingular abilities, for a clear head, and 
for a ready elocution. I have already re- 
lated on what occalion I had firft the hap- 
pinefs of meeting him. He did me then 
the honour to take notice of me, and ever 
after admitted me when he had leifure to 
entertain his friends. 

The bank of S. Carlos is too fingular in 
its hiftory to be palled by in filence. It 
met with rough ufage in its beginning, 
but the indefatigable application of the 
projedtor, fupportcd by the good fenfe of 
count Florida Blanca, overcame all difficul- 
ties, and eftablilhed it on a firm founda- 
tion, if we may call that firm which the 
breath of a weak monarch, or one ftrokc 
of the pen of a wicked minifter, can over- 
throw. At the firft inftitution of the bank, 
it confiftcd of one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand Ihares, at two thoufand reals each, 
conftituting a capital of three millions fter- 
ling, with liberty to add annually three 

thoufand 
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thoufand (hares, for thirty years, in order 
that there might not be one citizen of the 
Spanifh empire excluded from this bene- 
ficial enterprize. 

To create a confidence in the public, 
the directors were not to enter into any 
fpeculation, except where the king fhould 
give them a commiffion, for foreign and 
difi:ant commerce, or to favour the agricul- 
ture and manufactures of the kingdom; and 
to remove all occafion of jealoufy, the bank 
was to have no exclufive privilege, nor any 
monopoly; they were to receive at par, 
^nd thereby to procure circulation for the 
government paper, even at a time when it 
was from twenty to twenty-four per cent 
difcount. 

By way of recompence, or^ as it was 
called, equivalency, they were to make all 
pontrafts for the feeding and clothing of 
^he army, and for the fupply of the navy, 
receiving ten per cent, commiflion for their 
trouble, and four cent, per annum for alj 
the money they fhould advance ; this grant 
was for twenty years. Befide this, they 
were to have the extraSiioriy or the exclu- 
^ve privilege of exporting fpecie, colle(ft- 
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ing from the merchant four per cent. fbf. 
the ufe of government, and three fpr the 
bank. They were to have one per cent, 
on all remittances from the court of Ma- 
drid to its minifters in foreign parts, and 
four per cent, for difcounting bills. Np 
entail was to be valid againll the demands 
of the banl^. 

Notwithftanding fuch cncouragcn>entSi, 
the Spaniards had no confidence in this new 
cftablifhmcnt, but either locked up their 
money in flrong chefts, or folicited the 
gremips to take it in at two per cent. ^ 
whilft in France and Switzerland, monied 
men came in to (he fcheme with fuch avi- 
dit}, that adtions bore a premium of tbrec 
hundred per cent, till fuddenly a panic feiz- 
cd them, and the whole fabric was in dan- 
ger of inftant ruin and deftrudlion. 

To regain their confidence, the bank 
bought in tnany aftions, and lent money 
^tjbur per cent, to the flockholders on the 
fecurity of their aftions, engaging at th^ 
fame time to pay them their dividend of 
fevcn per cent, or 'more, if it fhould be due, 
This flrange manoeuvre had the delired ef-r 

ie(5t i fpr the proprietors in Paris, borrow-: 

•- • , * ■••■.■ 
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ing money of the bank to the amount of 
twenty millions of reals, for which they 
were charged only four, whilft, without 
any riik, they received nine per cent, their 
former eagernefs returned, and the demand 
for adlions was every where renewed. 

It cannot be imagined that the bank long 
perfevered in this ftrange practice. Such 
conduft muft foon have ftript them of their 
capital ; becaufe every proprietor would 
have borrowed money to the full value of 
his aftions, and the bank would have been 
annihilated. Therefore, at the fourth ge- 
neral meeting it was refolved, that no more 
than five hundred reals fhould be advanced 
on one adion of two thoufand. 

The profperous condition of this new 
eftablifhment will appear from a ftatement 
of its annual gains* 

A. D. Reals vellon. M*. 

1783 The bank gained - 3,301,255 8 

1784 - ^ - - 17,137,622 22 
^7^5 - - ^ ^ 48,346,675 18 
.1786 - • ^ 20,473,0.93 13 

In this laft year, the aftionifts divided 
only feven per cent. ; but in the preceding 
they had nine, befides inverting twenty-one 

Q 4 aiillioai^ 
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millions of reals in the new Philippine com^ 
pany, of which I (hall hereafter treat. The 
reafon of this difference in their profits^ and 
the nature of their operations, will be clear- 
ly fcen, by giving their reports to the pro- 
prietors at their annual meeting in the years 
1785 and 1786* 

1785. 
By intcreft on government Reals. M*. 

paper . . - 3*569^533 ^7 

By difcount of bills - - 1,260,519 18 

By intcreft on money ad- 
vanced on actions - - 594,106 23 

P** — for America - 503,118 32 

D° — Provifions of the 

army - - 1,435,109 12 

D** — Cadiz department 617,180 28 

D** — on letters of ex- 
change - - 1,411,904 5 

By commiflion of one per 

cent, for the crown - 253,164 14 

D"* — for America - - 197,450 3 

D° — Cadiz - - - 870,913 29 

By extradiQn of fpecie, at 
three per cent, ^ ^^ 11,883,656 23 



By 



By commiiSoii of ten per 

cent, on provifions - 31066,763 3 

D** Xy" ioY prefidios ^ ^ 407,024 34 

D' D" of the navy ^ - 1^187,221 13 

D^ D* — timber - 765,892 29 

D» D' — iron - -. 201,434 27 
By increafe of value on 

adions - - -^ - 21,552,840 — 



49*777^835 I a 

Dedud: expences - i*43i>i59 28 



Total gain - 48,346,675 18 
Dedu6l inveftment in 
Philippine company - 21,000,000 ^— 



Remains to be divided - 27,346,675 18 



1786, 

By intereft on government 

paper -----, 936,920 — - 

By difcount of bills, de- 
ducting brokerage - - 2,513,857 3a 

By intereft of money ad- 
vanced pa anions - « 2,386^803 15 



By 
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By operations of the bank 

at Cadiz . - - - 4,007,960 20 
By letters of exchange for 

government - • - 20,602 15 

By commiffion of one per 

cent, for the crown - 247,264 28 
D* — for America - 3^963 i 

By extraftion of fpecie at 

three per cent. - - 10,234,299 zz 
By profit on purchafe and 

faleofaftions - - - 210,960 — 
By increafc of value on five 

thoufand four hundred 

and fifty-three adlions 

bought in • - - - 1,616,210 20 

«i«>VMMMB kiH«BBaW» IMBM^BMM 
22,278,842 17 

Dcdudl charges of ad- 

miniftratioa - - 1,805,749 4 

Remains to be divided - 20,473,093 13 



By this ftatement it appears, that, 

I'*, The credit of the bank procured a ready 

circulation for the government paper; be- 

caufe the inter«ft of that proportion, which, 

during the courfe of the year, was in the pof- 

fefHon 
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feffion of the bank, funk frpm more thaa 
three millions and an half to lefs than one 
million. 

2% The difcounting bufinefs increafed 
to nearly double in the Ipace gf twelve 
months. 

3% The interefl: for money advanced on 
adlions, (hews clearly, that the proprietors 
of one -fifth part of the whole capital had 
withdrawn their proportion ; willing at the 
fame ^ime to take their chance for a divi- 
dend, at the fol? rifk of thofe, who, froni 
rafhnefs, from folly, or from inattention, 
negled:ed to follow their example. 

4'\ The extraction or exportation of fpe- 
cie funk confiderably. It was naturally to 
be expedted that this fhould be the cafe. 
Previous to the inftitution of the bank^ 
when government permitted the exporta- 
tion of fpecie, it was under a duty of four 
per cent, the average produce of which was 
about three millions of reals ; but when it 
became the interefl of the bank to watch 
the fmuggler, the duties rofe to fixteen 
millions. Merchants, however, when one 
road is flopped, exert their fagacity to find 
put fome other ; and, where fuch a com- 
modity 
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modity as filvcr is in queftion, they eafily 
Hirmount the obftaclcs oppofed to its ex- 
portation. 

5'*, One fourcc of profit, producing more 
than five millions and an half in the year 
1785, is, in the fubfequent year, dried up. 
This matter requires to be explained* 

The government being much diftreffed 
for money, had, as all fpcndthrifts are for^ 
ccd to do, borrowed on very difadvantageous 
terms, and then repented of the hard con- 
ditions to wrhich it had confented. The 
commiffion of ten per cent, appeared exor- 
bitant ; and the vouchers produced by the 
dircftors of the bank, for the articles they 
had purchafed on account of the army and 
tlic navy, were not fatisfaclory to the mini- 
fter of the finance. Bcfides thcfc objedtions^j 
the exhauftcd treafury was not in a condi- 
tion to difcharge its mofl rcafonable obliga- 
tions to the bank, and to pay thofe arrears 
which itfelf acknowledged to be juft, AH 
was in confufion ; the minifter continued 
muttering his threats, and the projector of 
the bank was loud in his cxpoftulations. 
The latter fuggefted, with great propriety, 
that, in a country where juflicc and the laws 

were 



were filent, and where arbitrary power pre*- 
vailed, the'minifter might for once plunder 
and feize, with a ftrong hand, the whole of 
their capital ; but that, in fuch a cafe, he 
muft not expedt to be trufted a fecond tim^ 
and muft therefore renounce for ever the 
idea of a bank. This argument was felti 
and the minifter determined, that ^the bank 
fhould have the contrad: for the army and 
the navy at the fame prices as had been laft 
given to the gremios, and that this new re- 
gulation fhould have a retrofpeft. The 
bargain was , thus made more advantageous 
for the public ; but how far this tranfadlioii 
was agreeable to juftice it was for the mi- 
nifter of the finance to fay. 

The gremios, or the five incorporated 
companies of Madrid, have a joint capital, 
as factors, to purchafe all commodities, and 
fell to the retail dealers; the manufa<5lurers 
being prohibited by law to fell by retaiL 
This body, with a confiderable capital of 
its own, and borrowing as much as it could 
employ at two per cent, had all the contracts 
for the court, for the prefidios, and for the 
army, both for food and clothing ; but fince 
the eftablifhment of the bank, this mono- 
poly has ihifted hands ; and government, 

inftead 



[206] 

inftead of availing itfelf of the competitioii 
between the gremios and the bank, has de-» 
livered itfelf up to the latter, for the ad- 
vancement of its credit* 

But, as it would not be fufficient to grant 
beneficial contracts, without fulfilling its 
engagements, government agreed to give 
an afiignment of the four per cent, duties 
on the extradlion of filvcr for three years, 
unlefs the arrears to the bank ihould be 
previoufly difcharged. 

Upon coming thus to a mutual under- 
Handing, the diredtors of the bank agreed 
to advance money for making a canal from 
Guadarama, at the foot of the Sierra, which 
divides the two Caftillcs, to Seville, and to 
fuperintend the work, receiving ten per cent, 
commiflion, and four per cent, per annum, 
for all the money they (hould expend. 

I might proceed to give fome idea of the 
Philippine company, in which the bank 
has engaged two hundred and ten thoufand 
pounds fterling, as I have already ilated 3 
but this I (hall referve till I come to Cadiz, 
when I fhall have occafion to treat of com- 
merce, and more efpecially of the trade car- 
ried on between the mother country and its 
colonies. 

Th« 
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The population of Spain may now bft 
aifcertained, if we may depend on the recent 
returns to government. By thefe it appears, 
that the whole amounted, in the year 1787, 
to ten millions two hundred and fixty-eight 
thoufand one hundred and fifty fouls. 

In this number are included. 
Males, unmarried - - - 2>926,22^ 
Females, ditto - - - - 2,753,224 
Married men ----- 1,947,165 
Married women - - - - 1,943,496 
Widowers ----- ^35^778 
Widows - - - - - - 462,258 

Total population - 10,268,150 

Among thefe we may diftinguifli 

Parochial clergy, called curas, - 16,689 

Afliftants, called tenientcs curas, S>77^ 

Bacriftans, or fextons, - - - 10,873 

Acolitos, to aflift at the altar, - 5*503 
Ordinados de patrimonio, having 

a patrimony of three reals a day, 1 3,244 
Ordinados de menores, with in- 
ferior ecclefiaftical orders, - 10,774 
Beneficiados, or canons of cathe- 
drals, or other beneficiaries, - 23,692 
Monks - - - - - - - 61,617 

Nuns -------- 3^,500 

Bcatas 
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Beatafi ---•-.-•• 1,130 
Syndics, to colledt for the mendi« 

cants, •--..--- 4fi27 

Inquifitors - - • • - 2,705 

188,625 

Men fcrvants, - Criados - - 280,092 

Day labourers, - Jornalcros - 964,571 

Pcafants, - - Labradores - 907,197 

Artifans ------ 270,989 

Manufadlurers ----- 39>7S^ 

Merchants ------ 34>339 

Knights, - - Hidalgos - 480,589 
Of thefe four hundred one thoufand and 
forty are in the provinces of the Afturias, 
fiifcay, Burgos, Galicia, and Leon. 

l^he cities^ ^c. according to the lajl returns. 
Cities, - - Ciudadcs - - 145 
Borough towns. Villas - - - 4o72 
Villages, - - Lugares - - 12,732 
Hamlets, - - Aldeas - - 1*05 8 
Cranjasj Farm-houfcs, with cot- 
tages adjoining for labourers - 815 
Cotos redondosy Parks, or waftc in- 

clofed ------ 6 1 T 

Depopulated towns ' - - - i>Sii 

Parifhcs ------ 18,972 

Convents ------ 8,932 

The 
t 
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Such are the lad returns to government; 
and, as in the year 1 770, the population, by 
the fame authority, was flated to be nine 
millions three hundred and feven thoufand 
eight hundred and three, we might haftily 
conclude that Spain, in the courfe of fe« 
vcntccn years, had increafed nearly one 
million of inhabitants. In like manner, 
obfcrving, A. D. 1723, the number of ibuls 
to be feven millions fix hundred and twen« 
ty-five thoufand, we might infer, that fincc 
that period (lie was advanced in populadoo 
more tlian two millions and an half. But 
the faft is, that the returns to government 
arc not always juft; and Uftariz aflures us, 
that the people, to leflcn their contribu- 
tions of men and money, conceal their 
numbers, and make falfe returns. He dc- 
tcdlecj many which were a fifth, and fomc 
one half, below the truth. 

Now, if from the number above flated 
as the population of A. D. 1787, we de- 
dudt three hundred and fifty-eight thoufand 
two hundred and fixty-four, thefe being 
out of the peninfula, and inhabiting either 
the iflands or the coaft of Africa, we fhall 
have for the remainder nine millions nine 
? hundred 
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hundred and nine thoufand eiight hundred 
and eighty-fix; and if we allow the area of 
Spain to be one hundred and forty-eight 
thoufand four hundred and forty -eight 
fquare miles, we fhall find fixty-feven per-- 
fons nearly to a mile. This, if compared 
with the Ruflian empire, is refpedtable ; 
hut if with France, is below mediocrity. 
In the former they reckon five to a fquare 
mile ; in the latter, one hundred and fifty- 
feven. England comes in between France 
and Spain j but Spain, if properly culti- 
vated and well governed, might be the firft 
in Europe, not excepting Holland, which 
to its wife and equitable laws is indebted 
for a population amounting to two hundred 
and feventy-two on a mile fquare, {vide 
Necker and Zimmermann*) 

All are agreed that Spain, in more dif- 
tant periods, was much better peopled than 
at prefent; and many have attempted to 
afliign the caufe of its depopulation; but as 
they commonly fix on one, and feldom 
think of more than two or three among 
thofe caufes that are moft obvious, it may 
be ufeful to trace the various circumftances, 
which have contributed to deprefs this 

P 2 once 
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once powerful nation, and to defolate, at 
Icaft comparatively, one of the richeft 
countries in Europe. 

I ft. In the year 1347, the plague broke 
out with more than common virulence at 
Almeria, and, during three years continu- 
ance, ravaged Spain to fuch an extent, that 
many cities weri?^lcft almoft without inha- 
bitants ; and throughout the whole penin- 
fula the population was reduced to one- 
third of what it had been previous to that 
event. Of this plague Alfonfo XL died, 
whilft condudling the iiege againft Gibral- 
tar. (Campomanes Induilria popular, p. 
168. Ponz Viage, torn 8, cap. 5. fedt. 60.) 
Subfcqucnt to this, the country has fre- 
quently been laid wafte by peftilential fe- 
vers, introduced from Africa, or dating 
ihcir origin from feme preceding famine. 
A. D. 1649, more than two hundred thou- 
fand perilhed in the fouthern provinces; 
and fcarcely ever is that part of the coun- 
try free from putrid, intermittent, and con- 
tagious fevers. Such a vaft extent of ter- 
ritory as this peninfula contains, without 
communication either by canals or roads, 
divided into a multitude of independent 

kingdoms, 
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kingdoms, or, at a fubfequent period, into 
provinces, each exacting heavy duties on 
the introduftion of grain, mull often have 
felt diftrefs for want of bread. In. fadl, 
one province has been reduced to the ex- 
tremity of famine, whilft others have been 
ruined by abundance. In Seville, A. D. 
1652, w^heat fold for 15^. 3^. the bulhel; 

and A. D. 1657, ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^**'- 4^* ^^ ^^^ 
not till the year 1752, that by a wife regu- 
lation of the marquis de la Enfenada, corn 
was permitted to pafs freely, even in Spa- 
nish vefTels, from one province to another. 
(Camp. Educ. pop. Ap, part ii. p. 16.) 
The confequence of famine, as it is well 
known, is peftilence. 

The common di<^t of the country pre- 
difpofes the inhabitants to receive infedtion; 
and the praftice of phylicians, in prefqrib- 
ing yenefedtion indifcriminately to all their 
patients, tends only to increafe the evil. 

From all thefe concurring circumftances, 
few countries have fuftained fuch lofles by 
epidemical difeafes, few haye been fo often 
ravaged by peftilential fevers. 
' ^d, For more than feven centuries, from 
the year 714 to 1492, Spain was har- 

P 3 affed 



aiTed by almoft incefUmt flruggles bctvircen 
warlike nations, in the heart of that divided 
country, contending for dominion ; till the 
marriage of Ferdinand with Ifabclla had 
united the two crowns of Ciiftille and Ar* 
ragon, and the conqueft of Granada put a 
period to the empire of the Moors. 

3d, A. D. i493f Columbus opened a 
new channel for their ambition, and gave 
beginning to cndlcfs emigrations^ by the dif- 
covery of America. 

Previous to this, the nobility were moftly 
refident on their eilatcs, and when not en« 
gaged in war, gave themfclves up to tho 
management of their own concerns. With«* 
out accumulating treafurcs, many were able 
to condudt five or lix thoufand foldicrs to 
the field; but when they had feen the gold 
and filver of Peru and Mexico, they be- 
came rcftlefs and impatient to obtain em- 
ployments in thofe countries, and negledlcd 
the flower, yet more certain, means of ob- 
taining wealth, by tlie improvement of 
their lands. The jKople in like manner 
haftcncd to America in fuch numbers, that 
the maritime provinces fuffcrcd fcvcrcly by 
the lofs, 

lMnigration.% 
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Emigrations, if regular and in due pro- 
portion, neither weaken the parent ftate, 
nor fenfibly diminifh the remaining flock; 
but when they are fudden, and carried be- 
yond certain bounds, they tend to weak- 
nefs and to defolation. The former may 
be obferved in the highlands of Scotland, 
in Switzerland, and in many parts of Ger- 
many; the latter was vifible on the firft 
difcovery of America,' and has ever fince 
been felt, {vide Oforio difcurfo univerfah, 
addrefled to Charles 11. A. D. i686.) 

4th, From the acceffion of Charles I. of 
Spain, but the Vth of Germany, (A. D. 
1506) the nation was engaged in war, 
with fhort intervals, for more than two 
centuries, thereby exhaufting the treafures 
of America, and wafting the blood of its 
moft adventurous fubjeds, in Italy, in 
Germany, in Flanders, and in France, only 
to gratify the vanity of its fovereigns, and 
to extend the bounds of their unjuft do- 
minion. 

The lofs fuftained, both of men and 
money, in thefe idle projects, could not 
eafily be reckoned; yet one truth was evi- 
dent, that the empire became weak in pro- 

P 4 portion 
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portion to its vaft extent. At war fuccef- 
fively with all the powers of Europe, Spaia 
enriched her enemies, and became poor 
herfelf; becaufe, wherever (he difplayed 
her banners, (lie difperfcd her treafures, 
and after the moft fplendid vidtories never 
failed to find herfclf exhaufted of her 
ftrength. At the end of the firft centu- 
ries fubfequent to the acquifition of Ame- 
rica, fhe was reduced to the fad neceflity of 
debafing her coin, and fo low in credit, 
that fhe gave more than thirty per cent, 
for money. This we have on the autho- 
rity of the univerfity of Toledo, as quoted 
by count Campomanes in his Educacion 
popular. 

5 th, The caufe commonly afligned for 
the depopulation of the country, is the ex^ 
puljion of the Moors, (A. D. 161 3) and 
to this may be added the previous cxpulfion 
of the Jev/s, to the number of eight hun- ; 
dred thoufand, by Ferdinand and Ifabella, 
in token of their gratitude to heaven for 
the conqueft of Granada. This wound was 
grievous ; but, before the nation had reco- 
vered ftrength, to banifli nine hundred 
tlioufiind of its moft induftrious fubjects^ 

was 
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was fiich a ftroke, that to the prefent day 
it is feverely felt. Under the beft govern- 
ment, with the moft propitious circum- 
ftahces, it would require ages to retrieve 
fo great a lofs. 

6 th, Confequent to the expulfion of the 
Moors, their repeated and almoft inceflant 
depredations along the whole extent of coaft 
wafhed by the waters of the Mediterranean 
Sea, rendered the moft fertile parts of 
Spain unfafe, and the produce exceedingly 
precarious. Government has recently fet- 
tled a treaty with the Algerines; and in 
that, according to the opinion of count 
Campomanes, the minifters have {hewn 
more difcretion than when they attempted 
to deftrpy that neft of pirates. His judg^ 
ment is founded on this maxim, divide et 
impera: fupport the Algerines, that you 
may weaken the empire of Morocco. 

7th, Among the defolating caufes, muft 
be reckoned their change of government^ 
not on account of the blood of their beft 
citizens, fhed in the doubtful conflict, for 
that lofs in time might b.e retrieved, but 
from the unremitted operation of a bad 
government. It muft be confefTed, that 

und^f 
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under deipotifm may accidentally be found 
wifdom and equity, with wealth and power; 
but, fince the lofs of liberty, thefe have not 
been fecn in Spain. In national aflcmblies, 
able leaders may arife to reprefent their 
grievances, and to fcek redrefs. Had Spain 
enjoyed her cortes after light was diflfufod in 
Europe, when citizens began to afccrtain 
their rights, and to fhake off the chains of 
feodal tyranny, flie would not fo long have 
groaned under opprefiion. 

Although fome grievances, fince the rem 
prefentation of count Campomanes, have 
been redreflcd, yet, by their long continu- 
ance, they tended to defolate the country, 
and therefore well deferve to be recorded. 
I fhall feleft the moft remarkable, and 
fupport them by quotations from his inef- 
timable works. Thefe relate to the reve-r 
nue, the army, and the police. 

No country ever invented a more ruin- 
ous fyftem of finance, or one lefs friendly 
to manufadlures and to commerce. The 
alcava/a, with its cientos^ being a tax of 
fourteen per cent, on all commodities, both 
on the raw materials, and on the fame 
when manufactured, as often as the pro-^ 

pcrty 
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perty changes hands, rated, not according 
to the prime coft, but to the felling price, 
and therefore conftantly increafing, is al- 
moft fufficient oiF itfelf to create a general 
ftagnation. This effeft is evident in Caf- 
tille, whilft in Catalonia and in the pro- 
vinces of Arragon, w^here Philip V. ex- 
changed this oppreffive tax for the equiva^ 
lenty induftry prevails, and manufaftures 
flourifh. The millonesy being a tax upon 
provifions, tends to increafe the price of 
labor, and thereby indiredly proves an ob- 
itacle to foreign commerce. 

With fuch powerful inducements to, de- 
fraud the revenue, to what innumerable 
vexations muft the manufacturers and mer- 
chants have been fubjedted by government, 
more efpecially when the revenue was let 
to farmers, who, with their fcrvants, were 
an hundred thoufand. Thefe watchful har^ 
pies were authorized to place their fpies at 
the door of every fhop, to examine the 
tradefman's books, to put their feal on his 
commodities, to demand the teftimony of 
thofe who were fent to purchafe, with the 
atteftation of the purchafer himfelf, and to 
fcquire certificates from thofe on whom 

the 
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the commodity was found. {vUe Camp. E. 
P. Ap. iv. p. 244.) The farmers of the 
taxes were originally Jews ; but the wealth 
to be acquired by plunder made the em- 
ployment honourable. Their mifcondud 
called loudly for redrefs, and this grievance 
is no longer found in Spain. But what 
fhall we fay! fliould a more enlighten^ 
nation^ boafting of freedom, fubmit to 
iimilar opprefiions ? 

That the vexations fpecified tended to 
depopulate the country muft be evident; 
that they produced this effedl, Oforio, as 
quoted by count Campomanes, aflures us 
in his difcourfe on the grievances under 
which the nation laboured. He aflerts, 
that in the villages, not one-third of the 
houfes had efcaped the rapacity of thofe 
who farmed the taxes; becaufe, when no- 
thing elfe remained to the miferable pea- 
fan ts, thefe mercilcfs cxadtors feized their 
houfes, and fold the materials to the firft 
who was inclined to purchafe. This caufe 
of depopulation was not removed till the 
year 1749. (vide Camp. E. P. Ap. i. p. 

347-)- 

Among a great variety of caufes pro- 

ducing 
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ducing this efFedt, and itfelf the genuine 
offspring of bad government, is the want 
of a free market. Under the idea of pre- 
venting impofition, the magiftrate autho- 
rized to intervene between the buyer and 
the feller fixed the price of all commodi- 
ties, even of corn and manufadtures, to the 
deftrudtion of agriculture, and to the dif- 
couragement of induftry. This evil, intro- 
duced by Philip 11. was confined to the 
kingdom of Caftille ; and, confequently the 
provinces of Catalonia, Arragon, and Va- 
lencia, being free, were both more popu- 
lous and better cultivated than it, although 
their foil, excepting Valencia, is far from 
rich. fij. Camp. E. P. Ap. i. p. 41 8.). 
As to manufadtures, it was in the reign of 
• Alonzo el Sabio, A. D. 1256, that the ma- 
giftrates firft interfered to fix the price, 
and this they did without regarding .the 
goodnefs of the materials or the value of 
the work. The confequence of fuch a re- 
gulation is obvipiis. (v. Camp. E. P. Ap. 
iv. p. 64.). 

With the intention of rendering provi- 
fions cheap, government, till the year 
1765, prohibited the exportation of grain. 

For 
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For the honour of Spain we may obferve, 
that nine years fubfequent to this, M. Turgot 
prevailed on Lewis XVI. to give fimUar 
liberty to France, and with the fame good 
effedt. The progrefs of agriculture, the 
vaft increafe in the quantity of grain, and 
the diminution in its price, in confequence 
of this wife regulation, and of the freedom 
granted to the farmer for the fale of his 
commodity, are fufficient to evince how 
much population muft have been retarded 
by the previous reftraint. 

The ignorance and jealoufy of govern- 
ment were not confined to corn, for with 
the fame contra<5ted views, and influenced 
by the fame fhort fighted policy, the kings 
of Spain effedlually difcouraged, and con- 
tinue to difcourage, the breed of horfesj 
which, if not reftrained, would, prove a ne- 
ver failing fource of wealth. The very 
means adopted to increafe the breed have 
had the oppofite eflfedt. To confine the 
market, and thereby to fink the price; to 
oblige all the farmers to regifter their 
horfes, with the age, the colour, and the 
fize; to exa(ft from them a ftri<5l account, 
and to fubjeift them to heavy fines; to 

5 harafa 
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harafs them with unfeafonable vifitors, and 
to leave them at the mercy of low men in 
office ; furely this can never be the way to 
promote their induftry, and to encourage 
them in producing the commodity fo much 
to be defired. The intention of the king 
is to mount his cavalry at a finall expence; 
but fhould the breeder continue fubjed: to 
fuch vexations; the race will fail, and mules 
will fupply their place. Let the ports be 
open; extend the market; give freedom to 
commerce; and leave the farmers unmo- 
lefled to purfue their various operations; 
let their induftry have free fcope to move 
in; let them be protedted in their perfons 
and their property; then, let the magiftrate 
retire. 

From the fame miftaken policy, dealers^ 
or jobbers, in corn and cattle, have beendif- 
couraged, under an idea that they raifcd the 
price. This error, however, has not been con* 
fined to Spain ; for in the Englifh ftatutes 
are to be found provilions againft regrators, 
yet, without middle men, the attention of 
the farmer would be diftradted, and for 
want of a ready fale for his commodities, 
he would have neither time nor capital to 
condudt his bufinefs to advantage. Thefe 

middle 
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middle men create difpatch, and eventually 
increafe produdlion. 

Previous to the year 1750, xht fJJ:eries 
were much difcou raged by the rapacity of 
the corregidors, alcaldes, rcgidors, and other 
magiftrates, who plundered the fifhermen 
of their bcft fifh, as a rccompenfe for their 
trouble in making the aflize, and then ru- 
ined them by fixing the price too low. 
Thefe grievances I have already ftated in 
treating of the fifhcry at Carthagena, 

Since the acceflion of the prefent family, 
found policy has led them to eftablifli bar- 
racks; but, previous to the commencement 
of this century, the military were lodged in 
the houfes of the peafants. In the year 
1686, Oforio reprefented that * quartering 
the foldiers had deftroyed mofl of the vil- 
lages in Spain. This may be readily con- 
ceived, when we arc informed, that the 
military ftipend was far from being regu- 
larly paid. 

The ftatc of the police I have already 
given, when I was dcfcribing Cadiz and 
Malaga. Here it may be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that as the regidors have purchafed 
their office, they mull naturally feek to 

indemnify 
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indemnify themfelves ; and although depu* 
ties and fyndics, with equal authority, are 
now elected by the people, it is only fince 
the year 1766, that this palliative expedient 
has been provided. 

The people, thus every where plundered 
and opprefled, could not increafe and mul- 
tiply, as they would have done under a free '■ 
and equitable government. 

8 th, Convents are by no means favourable 
to population. Thefe in Spain are eight 
thoufand nine hundred and thirty- two, 
containing more than ninety-four thoufand 
monks and nuns 3 but the perfons bound 
to celibacy by vows are not much below 
two hundred thoufand. Yet this fuper- 
abundance of the drones is not fo much 
the caufe, as the efFedt of their declehfion, 
being much increafed by the ftagnation of 
their trade. The univerlity of Toledo, in 
a memorial delivered to Philip III. at the 
beginning of the feventeenth century, com- 
plains, that not one-tenth of the ufual num- 
ber of marriages took place ; and particu- 
larly ftates, that whereas, whilft commerce 
flouriihed, it had been faid, ^ien ha ojicio 
ha beneficioy He who has a trade has the beji 
• Vol, IL Q^ benefice *, 
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benefice ; now all parents, dreading the po- 
verty and wrctchcdnefs attached to trade, 
were inclined to breed up their children 
nuns, monks, and parifh priefts, or even 
cxpofed them to pcrifli in their infancy. 

9th, Vi umevous fejlivals tend to depopu- 
l|ite a country. Benedift XIV. lefTened the 
number in his temporal eftates, and recom- 
mended a fimilar redud:ion to his clergy. 
In confcquence of this, in the diocefe of 
Toledo, they have now no more than ninety- 
three general feftivals, not including the 
fpecial feftivals of each parifli, and of the 
religious houfcs, which, in every city fwell 
the number of unproductive days. If to 
thefe we add the occafional bull feafts, and 
the Mondays, claimed both by apprentices 
and journeymen for their own diverfion, 
we fhall have reduced confiderably the 
number of working days ; but even then 
we muft be obliged to make a frefh reduc- 
tion from their time, becaufe the working 
hours are fcldom more than fix ; infomuch 
that all the unprofitable hours being carried 
to account, not more than one-third, w per- 
haps one-fourth, remains for labour. How 
then is it pofiible to ftand a competition in 

manu^ 
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ihanufadtures with more induftrious na- 
tions ? {F. Camp, E. P. p. 274.) 

loth, Prevalence of pajLure tends to de- 
populate a country. Grazing and tillage 
fliould ever be united. The fame quantity 
of land, whith, in wild pafture, would re- 
quire the labour of one family, if tilled, 
would give employment to twenty, or even 
twice that number. In Spain, ever fince 
the year 1350, at which period the plague 
had carried off two-^ thirds of the inhabitants, 
the laws of the Mefta have fet at variance 
the ploughman and the fhepherd, prevent- 
ing each from deriving the leaft advantage 
from the other, infomuch that five millions 
of fheep, under the fanftion of a peculiar 
Code, not only fail to enrich the lands on 
which they feed, but eifecSually prevent itc 
cultivation. Independent of the Merino 
flock, many of the great landlords have fuf- 
Fered villages to go to ruin, and have let 
their eftates to graziers. 

I ith. The want of an Agrarian Law. 
Previous to the recovery of the foutherh 
prdvinces from the <lominion of the Moors, 
the diftraded and divided ftate of the pe- 
liinfula madfe it necefiary i^i the peafknts to 

0^2 fcek 
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.fcck refuge in the cities, or at leaft to*aflb« 
ciate in villages for their mutual defence. 
For this reafon, independent farms, detach- 
ed and diflant from a town, are feldom, if 
ever, fecn in the fouthern provinces of Spain. 
The cities, towns, and villages, were buiU 
on the moft fertile fpots, and between many 
of them intervened vaft tradls of land, little 
fufceptible of cultivation. When the plague 
of the year 1347 had fpread defolatioa 
through the country, many towns and vil- 
lages were fufFcrcd to go to ruin and decay, 
whereby the diftance between thoie that 
furvived was confiderably increafed. To 
this event has been attributed the extenfive 
territories of innumerable towns, many of 
which are from ten to fifteen miles diameter, 
and therefore too far diftant from the habi- 
tation of the farmer to admit of cultivation. 
.Adjoining to the village you obferve vines, 
olives, figs, and grain ; all beyond is defo- 
late and wafte. 

Previous to the conqueft, when the 
chriftian princes were inclined to make war 
upon the infidels, they invited the great 
nobility of other countries, and their, own 
feodal lords, to join them. Many of theft 

could 
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could bring into the field five or fix thou- 
fand vaflals, and were bound to maintain 
them, at leafl to the frontiers, at their own 
expence. But then, as moft of thefe were 
little lefs than independent fovereigns, the 
prince was obliged to court them; and, if 
he would allure them to his ftandard, it 
was by the hope of making conquefls for 
themfelves, that he prevailed on them to 
follow him. Hence they acquired, by arms, 
cities, towns, and villages, with extenfivc 
diftridls. 

In fucceeding periods, the great nobility, 
taking advantage of their fovereign during 
his minority, when either contending for 
the regency themfelves, or embarrafling the 
regent, they extorted confiderable grants 
from the king's demefne, confifting of ci- 
ties, towns, and villages, with the adjacent 
territories; all which they tranfmitted to 
their pofterity. 

By intermarriages, many of thefe vaft 
pofl^eflions have been united ; infomuch 
that three great lords, the dukes of Ofuna, 
Alba, and Medina Coeli, cover almoft the 
whole province of Andalufia ; and the laft 
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of thcfe, claims by inheritance thfi grestteft 
part of Catalonia. 

Such vafl poiTefOons pafling by entail, 
arc far from being friendly to population, 
more cfpecially as the proprietor never re- 
fides on his eilates, and, being often ca^^ 
barraiTed in his circumflances, has Uttk 
inclination, and lefs ability, to make im« 
provements for his heir. 

1 2th, To this want of yeomanry, mail be 
added, the d,fecl of fubjiantial tenants. I 
have already remarked, when fpeaking of 
the court, that mod of the great eftates are 
in adminiilration, that is, cultivated by 
Rewards on the lords account, and there* 
fore not produdive. If tenanted, the rent 
commonly is paid in kind^ and this, when, 
from bad crops, corn is dear, ruins the far- 
mer. In fuch circumftances, it is difficult 
to raife a tenantry with fufficient capitals to 
flock a farm. In tillage, it is found, that, 
to occupy an eftate to advantage requires 
a capital more than equal to five times the 
rent. But in Spain, few fuch are to be 
found. Should they, however, perfect what 
the wifeft among them, with count Cam- 

pomancs 
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pomancs for their guide, have* been long 
attempting, an agrarian law ; fh'ould they, 
as propofed, allow every man to cultivate 
\Yhat quantity he pleafes of wafte land, 
without a fpecial grant from the proprietor, 
and to enjoy it as a copyhold, charged with 
a quit-rent equal to the value, previous to 
this improvement, in procefs of time they 
will raife up both a yeomanry and tenantry, 
ayid, in confequence, a more numerous po- 
pulation. 

1 3 th. Royal ManufaSlures and Monapolies 
have a baneful influence on population ; 
for, as no private adventurers can ftand the 
competition with their fovereign, where he 
is the great monopolift, trade will never 
profper. The Spanifh monarch is a manu- 
fafturer of 

Broad cloth, at Guadalajara and Brihuegaj 
China, at the palace of the Buen Retiro i 
Cards, at Madrid and Malaga ; 
Glafs, at S. Ildefonfo ; 
Paper, in Segovia ; 
Pottery, at Talavera ; 

Salt Petre, Madrid, and various other places 5 , 
Stockings, at Valdemoro ; 
Swords, at Toledo ; 

0^4 Tapeftiy, 
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Tapcftry, at Madrid ; 
Tiffue, at Talavara. 

He has the monopoly of brandy, cards, 
gun-powder, lead, quickfilver, fealiog wax, 
falts, fulphur, and tobacco. 

14th, To this may be added, as a caufe of 
depopulation, the national prejudice againft 
trade. Whilft the Jews were merchants, 
and the mechanic arts were left, either to 
the Moors, or to the vilcft of the people, 
the grandees or knights were ambitious 
only of military fame. Aftrr the conqueft 
of Granada, the Moors continued to be the 
principal manufacturers, and excelled in the 
cultivation of their lands. When thefe, 
with the Jews, were banifhed, a void was 
left, which the high-fpirited Spaniard was 
not inclined to fill. Trained to the exercifc 
of arms, and regarding fuch mean occupa- 
tions with difdain, his averfion was increafed 
by his hatred and contempt for thofe whom 
he had been accuftomed to fee engaged in 
thefe employments. He had been early 
taught to confider trade as diihonourable ; 
and whether he frequented the theatre, or 
liftened to the difcourfes of the pulpit ora- 
tors, he could not fail to be confirmed in 

his 



t ^33 3' 

hia' ideas. Even in the prcfent day» miny^ 
who boiiil their dcfccnt from noble anccilorSa 
had rather (larve than work. 

We mud not imagine that the Spaniards 
are natunilly indolent i they are remark-; 
able for atlivity, capable of llrenuous exer- . 
tionS) and patient of f itiguc : if| therefore^ 
unemployed, this mu(): be attributed to 
other caufes, of whidii refpeding fomc 
occupationMi national prejudice is one. 

15th, Among the dcfolating caufes, I 
muit be allowed to mention one, on the tef- 
timony of a native Spaniard, becaufe I never 
hatl occalion to obfcrvc the lead trace of it 
myfclf. It is acknovs^leilgcd by count Cam« 
pomanes, that //;r* nutioHal prejudice was rf- 
gdinji the Jcttlcment ojforvigpicrs in Spain. 
Certain it is, thatt for want of intcrcourfe 
with other nationc, tlic native Spaniards^ 
being chictty rclidcnt at home, excepting 
thofc wl\o migrate to America, and few 
ftrangcrs even palling* through the coun- 
try, all the arts, fcicnces, and manufac- 
tures have been at a (land, and appear to 
be at leall a century behind the red of Eu- 
rope. In the year 1655, don Krancifco 
Martinez 6fi Mata, an author of higli re- 
putation, 
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}>imt!ofu 1^ ))Im f^vanth itllemirfi? on (hi> 
iWpu|Hil4tlan oi Hputni t*om|4iilnf'd, that ii 
htuulftil ttiui twenty tHaiUrtmt Iti-augierii 
workliif? thctij^f^fi uiul ttppaifJiuly belter 
iHau fho fmtivew, wrw ulluwc^il to IpwAci 
pvri* th0 euuiui^yi r«tc*rin|j it potif, but by 
their diligtiu'c uequirin^ Wirtlthi ftwtl fm^ 
twrhln|[? hain0 hnuicii with ^uU\, He ft(Jert»i 
th^t they mfikil tmt wUh tlu^m ttniuwlly 
%mm than c?i}*;ht hwHdj*c?4 thouH^ntl pmmdii« 
or t^vc^H tnUllou thrw hiindn^rl ^lul twenty 
theniiantl i\\\e\\u s tht^fo men tuily filW4 up 
the? vfti'wnt^y mwdt? by the ci^piiUluii of the 
Mooi'H. tld rTi?oinmt*n4fl giving ftlmi {a 
rtmngrr«, but mit c^inploym^^Ht i wrtt^i to 
foufirm hiti ttilvKf , rcktca the hidoryof* 
8panhh fl4rrlc?is wh mm rj^autple ti> bc^ ihU 
lowtth Thin lut^u wc*iit to ParU, with n 
view to \vt)i k ttt his trrttle, but bc?ing thwdt- 
fUfil with tJrttth ihnuhl hc^ thrrc v«»utur0 tc^ 
cxt^it'llt* bJH ttft, he m\rcii\ to Houiilc^uux, 

whnv lie boprd to finii rt luofr holpifrtblf 
ft*itpfH»n 1 bill tbrrc thry mt nrt\at(^ rtrfti, 
that he inlpjiC r\o Icutjic t wnik, atul inb ihc^ 
nalivr Uuiu^i t»( bitMtl. (t\unp, !•!. I'. A. ^. 
p, iN.|.) 

ir)fli, VtrlWiitii^H i;« a pnwciiul i'fUtfc^ t»l 

ill pn 



IUbj^4U (\\>\\\ W\\\^ (^vUicU tu th^ \h%p. It 

« ^miuwuuity \\pn\p^ imw tg)emtbu% At 

xw^uUi be ucjiWcWiU *\ud* iu ilw vUl^n at 

kuttwkilgi? Ml A ibit>N Uu without a hvl^w- 
Uwu tboiv vtHiUl bo no t^o4\\)>i?titiow, and 
theftUuc bttW iv opo ivu* eiixuktioiu without 
whiih ^cal \NouKl be aj;^t to lan^\ttUu mo* 
ralii to ibw^^> 4 i^<Hi« iu pn^ud'^ ot' titne% tk« 
moi\i in\puUi\ut tvutlw vvoulvU by the tt\aHiyt 
b(» tot«vUy IbigotieUt 

live ^ooU biUwp or Ovlcilo:! kmewtliif 
over the au^uoein ol' the 'i\^% v^oiiUbrtt^ 
^ kiiwtelt' at krt tuHlec a pe\H\talioin that* 
thnui^h the activity wul i*eal ul' tUo iwqui* 
titor^4 lUcy had no iolnlel^ m ^y^hu Fof 
4«y jwi t4 i ao\ perAwaUed* that tl\e torpM 
iwlidebiy ^^ i^norao^jti pfevaiU more \i\ 
^\Mk\\u than the a^^^Uve iuinkUty i4- tUewee 
in either Knglanvl or Ffanv>e. 

All the enlii^hieued nation?^ isi- blMfopa 
have at lalt Uillovei^eAi the M\y oi- peiiectu 
tiooi and I'eem to bd peiluadieil that the 

4H?ibrt 
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refortof ftrangcrs, with their wealth, their 
knowledge, their induftry, and arts, will 
bear proportion to the extent of toleration. 
It is now generally felt, that thcfe contri- 
bute to enrich, and, by the increafc of peo- 
ple, to make moft powerful the country 
in which the citizens, without diflindtion, 
enjoy moft civil and religious liberty. ' 

17th, The gold andjiher of America^ in- 
ftcad of animating the country and pro- 
moting induftry, inftead of giving life and 
rigour to the whole community, by the 
increafe of arts, of manufactures, and of 
commerce, had an oppofite effeft, and pro- 
duced in the event, weaknefs, poverty, and 
depopulation. The wealth which proceeds 
from induftry refcmbles the copious yet 
tranquil ftream, which, pafling filent and 
almoft invifible, enriches the whole ex- 
tent of country through which it flows: 
but the treafures of the new world, like a 
fwelling torrent, were feen, were heard, 
were felt, and were admired; yet their firft 
operation was to defolate and lay wafte the 
Ijpot on which they fell. The ftiock was 
fudden ; the contraft was too great. Spain 
overflowed with fpecie, whilft other na- 
tions 
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tionS were comparatively poor in the ex-* 
treme. The price of labour, of provifions^ 
and of manufactures bore proportion to 
the quantity of circulating cafti. The con- 
fequence . is obvious : in the poorer coun- 
tries induftry advanced, in the more 
wealthy it declined. 

Combined writh all the forementioned 
caufes of depopulation, this became more 
fatal to the profperity of Spain than it 
would have been, had circumftances been 
more propitious. Had the country been 
populous and well governed, had peace 
been cultivated, and had the manufac- 
tures flourifhed, had the convents been 
recently deftroyed, and the feftivals abo- 
liflied, had emigration ceafed, and had 
ftrangers reforted to fettle in the country 
with their induftry and arts, this wealth 
would have given new vigour to the na- 
tion. But, inftead of this benign efFedr, 
fudden repletion produced a torpor, ending 
in a political difeafe, fimilar to that which, 
in like circumftances, afFed:s the human 
frame. Even in the prefent day, fpecie be- 
ing about fix per cent, lefs valuable in Spain 
than it is in other nations, operates pre-? 
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cifcly in tlic fame proportion againfl: her 
marxufadlurcs and her population. 

i8th» Had all Europe continued upon 
one level, the above ftated caufes of dcpo- 
jrulation had not been fo fevcrely felt in 
Spain. But^ unhappily for her, thefe were 
rendered more deflrudivc by the rifing in- 
duftry, and confequent profperity, of rival 
nations, in which convents were left emp- 
ty, numerous feftivals aboliihed, to w^hich 
Grangers might refort, where property had 
been long iince more equally divided, and 
where new learnt commerce led to wealth 
and power. Thefe nations, in proportion as 
civil, religious, and commercial liberty ad- 
vanced, grew into grcatncfsj and, like the 
fprcading oak cafting a fliadc on the more 
weakly faplings, did not fufFcr them to 
rife. 

Suppofing all nations to be equally well 
governed, to enjoy the flimc degree of 
civil, religious, and commercial liberty, the 
wealth and profperity of one will extend to 
all. But fliould one nution continue free, 
in the full poflbflion of public confuicncc 
and public credit, wliilfl another is govern- 
ed by defpotic fway, fubjcdt to the capri- 
4. clous 
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cioUs will of a weak prince, or of a wicked 
minifter, and therefore deftitute . of public 
confidence and public credit; the former 
will increafe in wealth and power, the lat- 
ter will decay, and freemen will give law 
to Haves. 

Should the people take advantage of the 
prefent crifis to baniili the iiiquifitors, and 
to aflert their freedom; fhould they, happy 
in pofleffihg one of the richeft countries 
upon earth, contraft the bounds of their 
unwieldy empire; fhould they confine their 
views within the limits of their own penin*- 
fula, and cultivate the arts of peace ; ihould 
they, to cherifti ihduftry,aboli{hthemonaftic 
orders^ leflen the number of their feftivals, 
eftablifli an agrarian law, and ftrifce off the 
fetters, by which their commerce has been 
bound; confidering the foil, the clitnate, 
the abundance of water, the natural .pro- 
dudlions, the rivers, the harbours, and the 
local fituation, we may venture to affirm, 
that no country, of the fame extent, would 
be more populous, more wealthy, or more 
powerful, than Spain. 

Let hei; for ever keep her true intereft 

in 
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in view^ and all Europe mufl: rejoice in her 
profperity. 

Before I turn my back upon Madrid^ I 
niuft briefly defcribc the minifters of flate^ 
and fome principal charaiflers about the 
court. 

It is well known that the government 
was feodal ; that Spain enjoyed the protec- 
tion of its cortes ; and that the power of 
the monarch was circumfcribed by laws. 
At prefent, no fovereign can be more de- 
ipbtic. The tranfition forms a mofl inte- 
refting epoch in their hifl:ory> but fuch as 
would require more time in its develope- 
ment than a traveller can beftovv. When- 
ever I fhall have an opportunity to refume 
this fubjedt, I fhall endeavour to fliew, that 
Spain, like all other countries which have 
loft their liberty, was ruined by the inor- 
dinate ambition, and by the unjuft preten- 
fions of the great. Whilft labouring to 
curb the monarch, and to deprefs the peo- 
ple, they themfelvcs have funk, have loft 
their power, and are become perfect cy- 
phers, aflcmbled round the fovereign like 
prifoners, or, at beft, like fcrvants, and not 
like pillars to fupport his throne. 

The 
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The reigning monarch, Charles III. has 
never been conliclered as a man of more 
than common abilities ; but all who know 
him, admire the goodncfs of his heart ; and 
indeed it is impofllblc to look at him with- 
out reading diftindlly the charadtcrs of be- 
nevolence and truth. As a man of princi- 
ple, he e deems it his firft duty to promote 
the happinefs of the nation over which he 
reigns; and if at any time his condu<it hath 
been inconfiftent with his principles; if he 
hath contraded unnatural alliances, with- 
out either the plea of neceflity or profpedt 
of advantage ; if, in defence of a relation, 
he hath haftily engaged in war, it hath 
been always from goodnefs of heart, and 
from the influence of gratitude, that he 
hath erred. In choofing his miniftcrs he 
confults only the good of his people; and 
it mull be confelicd, that commonly he is 
well directed in his choice. 

His prefcnt miniller, count Florida 
Blanca, is a man of Angular abilities, of 
upright intentions, and of indefatigable in- 
duftry. His father was Efcrivano Epifcopal 
m Murcia. He himfclf, early in life, was 
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taken into the houfe of Benevente^ as ad- 
vocate to the duke of Arcos, under whoie 
patronage he became fifcal, or one of the 
judges of Caflille. In this employ he made 
himfelf confpicuous, by feconding the views 
of count d' Aranda for the expuUion of the 
jefuits^ and by quieting the tumults which, 
upon that occafion, the bifhop of Cuencat 
a prelate exceedingly attached to thofe in- 
triguing fatherst had excited. After their 
expuUion^ he was fent as ambaflador to 
Rome, where he acquired much reputa- 
tion, by obtaining the fandtion of the pope 
to meafures, which, in the events have 
proved moft fatal to the papal ^ power. 
From Rome he was called by his fovereign 
to direft his councils, whilft the marquis 
of Grimaldi, who had been minifter, was 
ordered to replace him at the holy fee; 
and count d'Aranda, who, as prefident of 
Caflille, and governor of the council, had 
been omnipotent, was fent ambaffador to 
Paris. 

The new minifter was not unmindful of 
his friends: upon all occafions he has 
ihewn a marked attention to the houie of 
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Benevente, and has proved, that he retains 
a. grateful remembrance of the protedion 
received at his firft entrance into life. 

Whilft at Cuenca, he had lodged in die 
houfe of don Pedro de Lerena^ one of thofb 
favourites of fortune, who, without natural 
pretenfions, with little exertion, and lefs 
merit, are raifed to the higheft ftations^ and 
to the enjoyment of every comfort that 
wealth can purchafe : 

Quales ex humili magna ad fadigia rerum 
ExtoUity quoties voluit fortuna jocari. 

JuviNAL. 

Don Pftdro de Lerena, fon to a miferabie 
publican at Valdemoro, was bound appren- 
tice to a blackfmith, who lived oppofite to 
his father's houfe. In a lucky hour he 
married a rich widow of Cuenca, and, by 
the intereft of her family^ became fome 
little official in that city. Here he had the 
good fortune to receive under his roof 
Moriino, now count Florida Blanca, and to 
fecure a place in his good opinion. When 
the count took the reins of governnient, 
he was not unmindful of his friend^ but 
embraced the earlieft opportunity of fery- 
ing him. Ujider fuch a powerful patron, 
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Lerena became agent to the army in Mi« 
norca, and, after the capture of that ifland, 
went with the duke of Crillon to Gibral- 
tar in the fame capacity, and, at the termi- 
nation of the war, he became intendant of 
Andalufia, and afliftant of Seville. Whilft 
he continued in that employment, he pro- 
cured, after the cuftom of his country, 
certificates of his good conduA from all 
kinds of bodies, civil, military, and ccclc- 
fiaftical, and from individuals of eminence^ 
all which, being fubmitted to the infpec- 
tion of the king, procured him, on the 
death of don Miguel de Mufquiz, the ap- 
pointment to the high and important offi- 
ces of the finance of war. 

The family of the Ga/vez, equally for- 
tunate, were all men of fuperior talents. 
Don Jofeph de Galvez, marquis of Sonora, 
and minifter of the Indies, was of a mean 
family, near Malaga, in the fouth of Spain, 
but, by his great abilities, he raifed himfelf 
and his relations to the higheft honours of 
the ftate. His two brothers drove boricos, 
and were called Tio, an appellation anfwer- 
ing to uncle, or to gaffer ; yet one of them 
became viceroy of Mexico, and, at his 
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death, was fucceeded in the fame regal of- 
fice by his fon. ^ 

Don Antonio Valdes^ the prefent minifter 
of the marine, ftands indebted to his merit 
for his high ftation. As a captain of the 
navy, and as a commodore, he was diftin- 
guiflied; and how much the nation is in- 
debted to his fingular abilities, and more 
than common application, will appear, 
when, in defcribing Cadiz, I fhall give a 
ftatement of the marine,- and (hew the in- 
creafing power of the Spanifh navy. Till 
I had been at the fea-ports, I could form 
no idea of his fuperior talents, and there- 
fore profited little by his condefcending 
permiffion to approach him. I can only 
now lament that I did not fpend more 
time in his fociety* 

Of Count Campomanes I have already 
fpoken. All who have the honour of be- 
ing near to him, admire the boundlefs ex- 
tent of his abilities, which embrace every 
fcience; and the goodnefs of his heart, 
which turns all his knowledge towards one 
objed: — the profperity of his country. He 
fliines in all the feveral branches ; but his 
peculiar excellence is in law, hiflory, and 
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political (Economy. He is wholly indebted 
to himfelf, and to the voice of the nation, 
for his elevation. 

It mufl be ftriking to an Englifhman to 
fee all the moft important offices occupied 
by men who have been taken from the 
lower ranks, and not to find apiong them 
one man of fadiion, not one grandee of 
Spain. Thefe are all precifely where they 
ought to be: lords of the bed-chamber^ 
grooms of the ftole, mafters of the horfe, 
all near the throne, partaking of its fplen- 
dor, whilft the drudgery and refponfibility 
of office is left to others who are better 
qualified to bear that burden. In Eng^ 
land it is far otherwife: our men of faihion, 
from their infancy, are trained to high pur- 
fuits ; at fchool they learn ambition, and 
when they come into the houfc of ccxn- 
mons, they fee, that to be diftinguiftied for 
application and for knowledge is the only 
way to gain confideration, and to arrive at 
power. This proves fuch a fpur to dili- 
gence, that, in fpite of their hereditary 
wealth and honours, many of the greateft 
men, and the moft able minifters, are to be 
found among our principal nobility. 

In 
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In Spain, on the contrary, in the higher 
ranks, all is torpid. Satisfied with heredi- 
tary wealth and honours, the grandees fink 
into mere fenfiialifts, and are loft. Nay, 
fuch is the general negle<9: of education, 
that the principal minifters find it difficult 
to procure proper men to fill the common 
offices. 

When my friend, don Eugenio Izquierdo, 
returned from Paris, where he had been 
educated for the royal cabinet of natural 
hiftory, of which he was appointed di- 
tt&or on the death of Davila, he was de- 
fired immediately to make out a catalogue, 
in order to convince the world that Spain 
was not behind other nations in this inte- 
refting branch of fcience, and that he 
might affift to wipe away the reproach 
which M, Maflbn had caft upon the na- 
tion. He was revolving this commiffion 
in his mind, but ere he could begin the 
previous arrangement of the cabinet, he 
was hurried away to teach the art of dying, 
and to fuperintend the cloth manufadture at 
Guadalajara, where all was in confufion, and 
where every branch required a reform. 
According to the maxim of no con^ 
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temptible philofopher^ a wife man is every 
thing, either an humble mechanic, or a 
miniiler of ilate ; and certainly, with time, 
he may be qualified for either. But how- 
ever qualified my friend might be for this 
new employment, he could not Ihew him- 
fclf at Guadalajara without danger; for 
the moment he appeared, he found himfelf 
in a neft of hornets. All who had been 
accuilomed to eat the bread of idlenefs, to 
receive tlieir falaries, and to negledt , their 
work, or to fliare among themfelves the 
plunder of the ilate, became his enemies^ 
and, as I underfland, never left him, till by 
their perfecution, at the end of two years, 
they had compelled him to retire. 

His friend Angulo, trained by him at 
Paris for the branch of natural hiftdry, 
whofe ambition it was to be vice-diredlor 
of the cabinet, no fooner returned to court, 
than he was appointed chemical profeffor, 
and received orders to prepare for giving a 
courfe of Icdures the enfuing winter. Afto-f 
nilhed at this command, he enquired for 
the elaboratory and the apparatus. He was 
(old, that the foandation of the former 
(hould be inftantly laid, and (hat he himf^f 
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muft give orders for the latter. But before 
he had time to look about him, he was fent 
by the minifter of the finance to fuperin- 
tend the working of a lead mine at Li- 
nares. My friend acquitted himfelf to the 
fatisfadion of the minifter, and was ap- 
pointed direftor general of all the mines in 
Spain, In this capacity he was fent to 
Riotinto, where I engaged to follow him, 
but when I came near the place, I found 
he had been difpatched to another part of 
the kingdom, to infped: a mine fuppofed to 
be of cinnabar. Samples of this ore had 
been fent to the minifter of the finance, 
with the quickfilv'er extradled from it, 
which was in abundance; and the moft 
flattering hopes were entertained at Madrid 
of the wealth to be obtained from this new 
difcovery, But, unfortunately, the whole 
was a deception ; and my friend, mortified 
at firft at not being able to deteft a fingle 
particle of mercury, was at laft fo happy as 
to extort a confeifion from the impoftor, 
of the means made ufe of to deceive the 
minifter, under the expeftation of being 
jippointed manager of this rich mine. 
Mf Clavijo had been manager of the 
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king's theatre ; but when a proper peribft 
was wanted to condud one of the public 
prints, he was appointed to that office^ and^ 
being a man of letters, he acquitted him« 
ielf to the iatisfa£tion of the court. On 
the death of M. Davila, when don Eage- 
nio Izquierdo became the principal director 
of the cabinet, and a proper perfon, as vice 
diredor, was wanted to fucceed him, the 
minifter of finance fixed on my friend C]a« 
^ijo, and will, I am perfuaded, find in him, 
that a wife man is every thing. This gcn«- 
tleman hath already tranilated the works of 
the count de Buffon; and, (hould he be 
left quietly in his department, from his 
abilities and his application, it may be 
koped that he will make a rapid progreft 
in the fcience of natural hiftory. Yet, fuch 
is the fcarcity of able men, that, in all 
probability, M. Xlavijo will foon receive 
Jbme new commiflion. 

During my winter's rcfidence at Madrid, 
I cultivated the acquaintance of colonel 
Nodin, an Italian officer in the Spanifh 
iervice, diAinguiflied for his proficiency in 
algebra. This gentleman was fo happy 
as to attrad; the notice of the minifler, and 
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received a commiffion to perfedl the navi- 
gation at Tortofa, where almoft infuperablc 
difficulties occurred. He was preparing to 
fet out, when I left Madrid with the pleaf- 
ing expedlation of meeting him at the 
place of his deftination ; but on my arrival, 
I found that he had been fent into the 
north of Spain, to make a road> where the 
minifter of finance conceived that algebrai-* 
cal calculations might be ufeful. 

It would be inexcufeable in fpeaking^ 
even in the moft tranfient manner, of men 
who are diftinguifhed in Madrid, as em- 
ployed about the court, not to mention the 
two brothers Yriarte, who, for tafte, for 
judgment, and for fcience, have few fupe- 
riors in the moft enlightened countries. 
I>on Bernardo has fome place in the fin- 
ance, but his brother is the man of. let- 
ters. V 
. There was a time when the apothecary, 
don Cafimiro Gomez Ortega, was the only 
perfon qualified to teach either botany, 
chemiftry, mineralogy, or natural hiftory; 
but he has lived to fet many competitors 
for fame, not excepting his favourite fci- 
ence^ in which he moft excels. 
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Don Antonio Solano^ profeflbr of experi* 
mental philofophy, merits attention for the 
clearnefs and precifion of his demonftra- 
tions; but, unfortunately, although his lec- 
tures are delivered gratis, fuch is the want 
of tafte for fcience in Madrid, that nobody 
attends them. 

Gratitude, as well as the higheil venera- 
tion, requires that I Hiould mention don 
Francifco Bayer, firfl librarian to his ma- 
jefty, and late preceptor to the infant don 
Gabriel, a prince who ilands high in the 
republic of letters, for his elegant tranila- 
ticm of Salluft : in this work we evidently 
lee the maker's hand, but the pupil is faid 
to dcferve his fliare of praife. 

The laft perfon I fliall mention, who is 
diftinguifhed for his talents, although not 
• the leaft deferving of commendation, is 
Juan Bautifta Miinoz, hiftoriographer to 
the king, with fpecial commiflion to write 
the conqueft of America. This gentle- 
man honoured me with his friendfhip, and 
fufFered me to examine freely all his manu- 
fcripts ; he was feven years coUeding his 
materials, and, for that purpofe, vifited 
every part of Spain where the families and 
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defccndents of the firft adventurers refide, 
or where any public records are preferved* 
His coUedtions are voluminous, and, I have 
no doubt, will be given to the world with 
the impartiality becoming an hiftorian, and 
with that degree of elegance, which may be 
^vell expedted from an author of his fupe- 
rior talents. He is a man of a clear head^ 
a good claflical fcholar, and perfedly ac- 
quainted with the charad:eriftic excellence 
of thofe, either in Greece or Rome, who 
have been moft admired for hiftorical coni- 
pofition. From him, therefore, not merely 
fomething new, but fomething highly in-» 
terefting, may be expe<fted. 

Had Dr. Robertfon, or had his friend 
Mr. Waddilove, known where to look for 
records, and fpent feven years in making 
the collection, his work had been much 
more worthy of the public eye. He has, 
however, feized the ground, and when 
thefe new materials fhall appear, he will 
employ them to advantage; and, both by 
his arrangement, and by the peculiar graces 
of his ftile, confirm the reputation his 
former writings have acquired for him; 
«nd, if we may be allowed the expreflion, 
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put the laft finifh to the temple of 
&me. 

When I was about to leave Madrid, I 
addreiTed myfclf to my old friend Canofa, 
and, in a laughing way, defired that he 
would procure me letters of recommenda* 
tion for the fouthem provinces. He at once 
promifed that I fliould have them ; but, not 
fatisiied with this mode of application, I 
deiired Mr. Lifton to beg from count Flo- 
rida Blanca a letter for Murcia, the place of 
his nativity. The count obligingly enquir* 
cd, what route I meant to take ? and, in a 
few days, fent me letters to all the gover- 
nors of provinces, and to fome principal 
perfon in every city, through which I was 
to pafs. 

Nothing then remained, but to form a 
party, and to hire a carriage for the jour- 
ney. 

In the mean tiine I procured proper pafT- 
ports, one from the minifter, another from 
count Campom^es, and a third from my 
valuable friend Efcarano. The fir ft was 
for the fake of form ; but the two latter 
might be of the moft eflential fervice, and 
were adlually ufeful to me on fcveral occa- 
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lions. I likewifc got myfelf introduced to 
the iaquifitor-generaly not merely to fatk;^ 
a natural curiofity, but that, in cafe I fliould 
ftand in need of his protection, my name 
might not be altogether unknown to him* 

Having adjufted all matters for my jour-^ 
ney, previous to my departure, I enquired 
into the prices of provifions at Madrid, and 
found them to be as follow : 

Bread, 61 quarts per pound of 1 6 ounces > 

Beef, - 14 ditto ditto ; 

Mutton, 15 ditto ditto. 
A quart is ^ of a penny, or a fmall fra(ftioa 
more than a farthing. Eight quarts are 
equal to 2 1 pence Englifh. 
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MADRID ToSEVILLE, 



15th February, 1787. 

WHEN the day for our departure 
was arrived, we entered our cocbe 
de colleraSf drawn by feven mules, and, 
pafling through Valdemoro, came to Aran*- 
juez in the evening. 

At Valdemoro, a town containing one 
thoufand nine hundred and thirty -eight 
fouls, with two convents, we found a royal 
manufactory of ftockings, lately eftablifhed 
by the minifter of finance, to honour the 
place of his nativity. The frames are about 
one hundred, not all as yet employed. The 
ftockings are .very weak, and badly woven 5 
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the worfted is only of two threads, and not 
well fpun. In this manufadture, a good 
hand will earn twelve reals, or about 2 s. ^^d% 
per day. 

As the country was not new to me, my 
attention was chiefly occupied in reading 
my companions. With one of them, M* 
Seguier, a French captain in the Spanifli 
fervice, I was well acquainted, having met 
him often at the dukes de la Vauguion and 
Berwick. The two others were Colonel 
Davila, a native Spaniard, lately from Mexi^ 
CO, and a naval officer ; the former going to 
Malaga, the latter to Cadiz. As thefe gen- 
tlemen had often travelled the fame road, 
they knew where to lay in provifions, and 
where to procure good wine ; confequently 
we wanted nothing that money could pro- 
cure. 

The inn at Aranjuez is upon a large fcale, 
making forty-four beds, all very clean and 
comfortable. It is royal property, and the 
king receives from it a rent of fifty-four 
thoufand reals, ov £. 540 per annum. 

The next day we pafled through Ocana^ 
2i confiderable city, two leagues from Aran- 
juez, and nine from Madrid. It compre- 
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hends four parilfhest containing four thoil-' 
iand eight hundred and eighty- fix fouls, and 
fupports ten. convents. As it was too early 
to think of rcft^ we proceeded four leagues 
. further, to La Gtmrdia ; and although it is 
not the ufual ilage, we found good accom- 
modations. All the way from Madrid, the 
country is tolerably level, the foil is iandy, 
the rock is gypfum, the produce chiefly corn, 
with fome vines and olives. Here, in the 
famous country of La Mancha, we natu- 
rally looked out for wind-mills, which, as 
they have no ftreams to grind their corn, 
we faw, as we expefted, in the vicinity of 
every village. They have no oxen 5 and 
nothing but mules, or aflcs, arc ufed for all 
the purpofes of hu{bandr)\ 

La Guardia was formerly a place of 
ftrength, and was long defended by the 
Moors ; but now it appears to be Verging 
to decay. It reckons ftill about one thou- 
fand families, confifting, according to the 
returns to government, of three thoufand 
three hundred and forty-four perfons ; but,f 
in fad, they have more than three thoufand 
who receive the facrament, and about eight 
hundred children under the communicating 
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age. They have no manufadure except falt-^ 
petre, and that is not confiderable : hence 
their poverty and wretchednefs; Their 
lands are divided into fmall allotments, but 
the chief proprietor is Don Diego de Platan 
The rents are paid in corn. 

The church is a very handfome welU 
proportioned building 3 the altars moftly 
new, and fimple. In one chapel are many 
good pictures by Angeliis Nardi. 

They have no beef. Mutton is twelve 
quarts, bread five quarts the pound of fix-* 
teen ounces* 

After dinner we proceeded two league^ 
to fleep at Tema/eque, a town of about two 
thoufand families, but reckoned to contaia 
only four thoufand four hundred and eigh* 
teen fouls, with one parifh-church, one cha- 
pel, and one convent. The moft remark- 
able thing here is a manufafture of faltpetre, 
in which are employed forty men in winter, 
fixty in fummer, making fix thoufand arro- 
has every year. I found the manager more 
than commonly intelligent. He told me, 
that the expences, notwithfi:anding the moft 
rigid economy, amounted to fix hundred 
thoufand reals ; that is, to about four reals, 
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or nrarly i)l /A f»^r pound, of whii'h. .irrc^fil»f 
\\)}.\ to this Itrttciurot, thd lalumr mil., nu 
nioii^ thun t^wv prnuyi Jo thut thu mUcv 
t\y\\\i piMur hullpcjiny ih lor tcwcl, liir-.. 
nuir^i, ioinm}-»/"ioiMit, iutcrrll ul lupituU uiul 
t»ihrr nu i.li-uial 4 liaivvM. ShiHiKl wr vurry 
tiiT) < uli ttlution witli tui to Mattiiil, how 
nuM h hiyonil whut I havti ahcuily iUtt?tl 
will upprar to In* thr IoIn dm thole e.\tdti- 
livr Nv»»rk^:i wlu'ti* li'wi I iu Ilk Irurtr, 

I Ir inlonnnl tm, (hat lu- i(illc(^(<?il ull 
hi»ii'ui()i ttoiu (pof^i iti ^Miiiiiiil^ on whu h 
aninul and vcim iiilili' luhlLiiii ^"4 h^d Uin lu 
a i\i\\c ol pntii'lui'tiiMi. 

i)n SaoiuLiy, /''.'/•/.;./')' 17th, wr palTcil 

thliiindi I'jfftfiiUii^ »i nuliiahir villuL't* iOU - 

* * • ■ 

lauiih^ ahiJiii ihiii* huniliiil ii»itrtgrh, (u 
/.M I i'*4ftii ih I'arfi'ii /.J/'/./',', havinj^ in 
I hi If thun^ liUl iLiv* tuivtllril iwii and 
twenty If M}-»^nrh. 

*rhi- ii.iiMdv 1'^ 'lo, ;nul ilii \ h \V to ihrt 
n«»i ill i kti'nlivi i I ml 1»» lin.- \>i u ,u hi'd /ji 
/ . ':r.n, \vi h.iil lull li 'lit ol ihr lnt»NVy 
moimUnin ^^lll^h lipu-llr llu" Iwo C at ^ 
tilU'h, I Indi'l L\\ 'tUKthlr <'iti itiiilLuU l■^4 i)t 
nil tUld i'l< valiiin, I (liiiiL ih. y lUiOt hi trill 
%\Vi\c lh;in ;i lunulird iiidcrt. 1 lu: lud lu a 

liHlli'r 
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laofc fend of quart:^, and the rock is gr»- 
nite. It is ploughed with two alVcs or twp 
niulesi and wherever it is watcrc-d hy^ no- 
rias, produces plenty of corn. The wine 
19 excellent, and in great abundance. The 
village of Lapkhe is wretched j and the 
people appear half itarved, although their 
crops can never be difappcnntcd by the 
Wiant of rain, for in the fpace of ah6ut 
fixty acres, I counted more thijin thirty 
jiorias. 

The Venta is in the old Spanidi ftile. It 
is one hundred and fifty feet in length, and, 
independent of a communicating Ihed, or 
penthoufe, not more than ten feet wide* 
At one end is a chimney, by way of kitch- 
/en, ten feet fquare, with an hearth in the 
middle, furrounded on tliree fides by a 
bench, upon which the muletiers fit by 
day, and lie down to ileep by night i but 
open to the long range of ilables, that 
with primitive fimpUcity, under one hofpi-» 
table roof. 



Et pecus et dominoji communi claudcrtit uinhr«« 

JUVBNAL. 

There is, adjoining to this, a court yard, 

S 3 with 
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/dred families, fix thoufand feven hundred 
and fixty-eight fouls. The houfes are built 
with mud, and the poor are almpft nailed. 
In the church we faw four good pidture^. 

The Caftle, with a confiderable eftate 
and the tithes, all belong to the knights 
of Calatrava, and are held by the infant 
wdon Antonio, yielding him a revenue of 
thirty thoufand ducats, or £^2^95 P^^ ^^"^ 
num. We examined the premife^, viewe4 
the extenfive granaries, and tafted the rich 
variety of wines. The fteward was fending 
fome to court, for the table of the infant, 
which appeared to me, without exception, 
the beft in Spain : it had the flavour of the 
richeft burgundy, with the flrength and 
body of the moft generous port. After 
praifing this wine, and thanking the ftewr 
ard for his civilities, we purfued our walk 
till the clofe of day; when, at our return to 
the pofada, we had the happinefs of find- 
ing more than three gallons of this wine 
lodged there, and already depofited in our 
ifofas, or leather bottles, for the journey. 
Unfortunately, the two coachmen foon dif- 
covered its peculiar excellence, and, by 
their afliftaacc, we finiihed in one aay, 

S 4 what 
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what I had pcrfuadcd myfelf would fcrve 
us three. 

The pofada is more comfortable, and upon 
a larger fcale than common, with two and 
thirty beds, all upon the ground floor. The 
building is about one hundred and eighty 
feet long, by thirty -fix or forty wide, 
with one long range through the middler 
for coach-houfe and ftable, from which the 
kitchen is fcarcely feparated by a partial 
ikreen. The bed-rooms to the right and 
left, are about fixteen feet by fourteen, 
each after the Spaniftx fafhion, fumifhed 
with four beds. 

On Monday, 19 th February^ we left 
Manzanares early in the morning, pafling 
through a level country to Valdepenas, at 
the diftance of four leagues, to dinner. The 
foil is fand with gravel, producing fomc 
olives and much wine, but moftly corn. 
The norias are well conftruded, with the 
great wheel of iron inf^ead of wood. 

The rock is fchift. 

In the way we pafFed two monumental 
croffes. 

Valdepenas is famous for good wine, 
which is fent chiefly to Madrid; but 

whenever 
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whenever the navigation fliall be .opened, 
ns propofedi to Seville, this, with many 
other curious witics, the produce of La 
Mancha, will lind its way to I'lnglaiuli and 
will he in great rcquell. In this town arq 
Teven thoulaiui fix hundred and firty-one 
fouls. 

From hence we pa (led through SmtM 
Cru^f and then began to al'cend among 
rough uncultivated hills, till wc took up 
our lodging at La Co/uypfioft dc Ahnuradid^ 
This little village, of thirty-fix llunilics, is 
the firll wc meet with in the new fcttle- 
mcnts of the Sierra Morcna. It was built 
A. D. 1781. 

The inn furrounds a court yard of ninety 
feet by fifty, with a coach-houfc adjoining, 
of one hundred and fifty feet by forty, and 
has ftables in proportion. The rooms arc 
well fitted up, each with a chimney, and 
two alcoves for beds. Above thefc arc the 
apartments of the adminillrator, his deputy, 
and his fcrvants; with extenfive granaries, 
ttnd a corridor, forming a communication 
around it. b>erv thing here is upon the 
king's account, and> of courfe, little atten- 
tion 
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tion is paid to tntvellers* They gave mc, 
for the firft time in Spain^ dirty /heets; 
but^ after fome remonflrances^ the admini- 
ilrator lent me a clean pair of his own. 

Evciy fettler has ninety fanegas of land 
in empbitcufisf or as a copyhold^ paying only 
the tithes to the king, and twelve quartos, 
or about three pence acknowledgment for 
the houfe. 

Bread fells fpr eight quartos and an half 
a pound. 

Ram mutton, ten quartos, 

Beef they have none. 

Wine is two quartos the quartillo, or 
about four pence fterling the gallon. 

Santa Elena is peopled chiefly with Ger-? 
mans. In the vicinity we met with nume« 
rous cottages, not coUedted together, but 
fcattered over the country, according to the 
plan recommended by the Abbe Raynal; 
but they foon difcovered, what in this in- 
ftance he fecms to have overlooked, that 
man is happier in fociety, and therefore 
gave up this mode of fettlement for vil- 
lages. 

The country is highly cultivated; yet fp 

many 
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many trees are left, that the whole, at a 
little diftance, appears like an extenfivc 
forcft. 

They plough with cows, and make dif- 
patch. 

In one cottage we faw tame partridges. 
Thefe are trained, like decoy ducks, to 
xroUedt others. 

In th« higher regions of the Sierra we 
find the granite; but, as we descend, the 
fchift again appears, with limeftone aad 
^pfum. 

At noon we came to Carolina, the capi« 
tal of thefe new fettlements. 

Their founder, D. Pablo de Olavide, is a 
native of Peru, who, being protefted by 
count d'Aranda, was made at firfl fyndic of 
Madrid, and afterwards ajjijiente de SevUla. 
Whilft in this employment, he conceived 
the idea of introducing agriculture and arts 
in the defer ted mountains of the Sierra, 
where rapine and violence had for ages 
eftablifhed their dorginion. The difficulty 
was to procure fettlers. One Turrigel, of 
Bavaria, contra(3^ed for fix thoufand huf- 
bandmen; but, inft^ad ef men trained to 
agriculture^ he brought only vagabonds, 

who 
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•who all cither died or were difperfed, with- 
out advancing the work for which, at an 
immenfe expence, they had been brought. 

Settlers were then invited from all parts 
of Germany, and, in order to encourage 
emigration from thofe hives, every new 
comer, on application, received a lot of 
land, a houfe, two cows, one afs, five (heep, 
as many goats, fix hens with a cock, one 
pregnant fow, a plough, and a pick-axe, 
with other emoluments of inferior value. 
They begin with fifty fanegas of land, of 
ten thoufand fquare feet each; and when 
they have cultivated thefe, they receive 
fifty more, free of all rent for the firft ten 
years, and after that period, fubjeft only to 
the royal tithes. No proprietor can alien- 
ate his land to one who is in pofleflSion of a 
lot, in order that the farms may never be- 
come either too little, or too big. They 
are not permitted to fettle, either near to a 
morafs or to ftagnant water. 

The foil about Carolina confifts chiefly 
of fand; and the rock is either limeftone 
or gypfum. 

They product olives, oil, wine, filk, 

wheat, 
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wheat, barley, rye, oats, peas, Indian 
wheat, and lentils. 

* 

They have no manufactures, and there- 
fore cannot profitably employ all their peo- ' 
pie. Hence it is, that thefe new fettle- 
ments fwarm with half naked beggars. 

The numbers, at prefent fettled in the- 
Sierra Morena, will appear from the go- 
vernment returns, and are as follows : un- 
married men, two thoufand three hundred 
and eighty-eight ; unmarried women, one 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-four; 
married men, one thoufand fix hundred 
and twenty i married women, one thou- 
fand fix hundred and nine; widows, three 
hundred and eighteen; widowers, two 
hundred and nine; total, feven thouiaad 
eight hundred and fixty-eight. Of thefe, 
the hufbandmen are one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-four; day labourers, 
four hundred and eleven; artifans, one 
hundred and feventy-two,; fervants, three 
hundred and fixty-fix; employed by the 
crown, one hundred and eighteen. 

Confidering that all thefe were affembled 
and eflablifhed in lefs than ten years, we 
mufl admire the energy and zeal of Ola- 

• vid^. 
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fidh. They liave beci) collciiled, at a vaft 
cxpcnce, from diftant countries, and enjoy 
iingulur iinmuniticsi yet the colony ih fur 
from profpf ring. The rcafon of this muft 
be fought for, either in the climate, th« 
foil, the government, tlie morula of the 
people, or In the want of a market for tho 
furphj8 of their proiliue. 

It id allowed that no country, if the cli- 
mate is unhealthy, or if the foil is barren, 
if it wants corn and cattle, or if it ia defti- 
tute of fewel, can be popidoua i but, in 
the Sierra, excepting trrtiauH, they are fub- 
jeft to few dilea(eHi the foil is certainly 
produdive both in fruits and herbage, 
and it aboundH with wood. Suppofing 
the government of a country to be either 
weak or vicious, the peafant having no 
certainty of protect ion for his perfon and 
for his property, tlic moll fertile foil, 
notwith(h\nding rcpcatrd cHorts to increafe 
its popultitio!^ will be dcfcrted. Or, (hould 
the morals be corrupt, the people will 
not increafc and multiply i the births 
will not fdl uj> the vacancies made by 
death I and, to keep up the population, 
iMuigrants mu(l be invitcil from more pro- 
lific 
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lific nations. But neither is it from thefe 
caufes that the Sierra languifhes^ becaufe 
the people are felf governed, that is to fay, 
five villages unite to choofe a fenate for the 
adminift ration, both temporal and fpiritual; 
and as for luxury, with its attendant vices, 
it is yet unknown. We muft refer, there- 
fore, to the want of a market, for the un- 
profperous condition of this new, this fe- 
queftered colony. 

The principles, thus briefly ftated, are 
confirmed by the experience of all nations. 
In favourable circumftances, a country, 
like America, will double its numbers, at 
leaft every five and twenty years. When* 
ever, therefore, inftead of thus advancing, 
population is at a ftand, or going back- 
wards, we may be certain that, if fougjht 
for, fome of the caufes above fuggefted will 
be difcovered. 

At Carolina we met with comfortable 
rooms in a pofada, which is kept by a 
Frenchman, and fared fumptuoufly. It was 
February 20th, yet we had cauliflowers 
and green peas. 

The people in this diftridl being fubjed: 

to 
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to agues, and to fuch intermittcnts, a$^ 
when neglcdted, foon turn putrid, I looked 
about for ftagnant water, and for marfh 
jniafma; but I could find none; and am 
therefore fatisfied, that thcfe difeafes may 
arife from other caufes, befide thofe which 
have been commonly affigned. 

Thus far the road through the Sierra is 
excellent ; but all beyond is in a ftate of 
nature. 

About two leagues from Carolina is 
CuaJaroman, a village comprifing one hun- 
dred families, each poflefling its fifty fa- 
negas of land. It is fituated on a gentle 
declivity, by the fide of a purling brook, 
in a fertile fpot, which is chequered with 
corn fields and little groves of ilex. The 
diftant hills are beautifully varied in their 



forms, and covered with wood. The foil 
is fandy, and the trees are healthy; yet 
the inhabitants fuffer much by intermittent 
fevers. 

They have no beef. Mutton is feven- 
teen quarts, or four pence three farthings 
the pound of two and thirty ounces ; and 
bread is half that price. 

The 
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The inhabitants are chiefly Germans, 
who, both by their induftry and frugality, 
do credit to their country. 

As we increafe our diftance from this 
little colony, we lofe fight of every thing 
which marks the refidence of man ; but, in 
approaching Baileriy we pafs through im- 
menfe plantations of the olive, belonging, 
with that village, and a vaft extent of coun- 
try round it, to the couatefs of Penafiel. In 
the way we fee Banos, with its caftle, fitu- 
ated on a hill, and commanding a diftant 
profpeft. Having quitted Bailen, we en- 
tered a foreft, and at the top of a hill faw 
one monumental crofs; then, leaving Zo^ 
guega, with its convent, to the right, we 
came to the venta of Sequaca; and after 
dinner, fometimes traverfing extenfive fo- 
refls of the ilex, at others meeting with 
plantations of the olive, we came to An-* 
dujar. 

The rock, wherever it is laid bare by 
torrents, appears to be hard granite, of dif- 
ferent fpecies, both of the red and of the 
white. 

^ndujar is fituated In a rich and highly 
V9l.il T cuU 
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cultivated plain. It numbers fix thouiand 
eight hundred families^ five pariifh churches, 
and ten convents, but has no manufadhire. 
The caftle carries the marks of great antiqui- 
ty ^ it was taken from the Moors, A. D.i 225, 
by Ferdinand III. furnamed El Santo. 

Thurfday, February 22, at five irf the 
jnorning, when we left Andujar, after crof- 
iing the bridge over the Guadalquivir, and 
entering a plantation of olives, my compa- 
nions each cocked his piftol, and held it to 
the window, whilft a foldier, with his gup, 
walked by our fide, and the coachmen were 
charged inftantly to ftop, if any one ap* 
peared. Thefe precautions, I apprehend, 
were needlefs, becaufe it was well known 
that we were armed ; but as feveral rob- 
beries had been committed near the city, 
they thought it right to be upon their 
guard. At break of day, as we advanced 
into a more open country, our apprchen- 
fions vani/hed, and the piftols were un- 
locked. 

All the hills we crofled, bounding the 
liver to the north, are covered with fmooth, 
round, limeftone gravel, and fomc flints; 

but 
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but in approaching to Del Carpio, the 
rock appears formed of filicious grit with 
niica> evidently from decompofed granite. 

In Del Carpio are feven hundred and 
fifty houfes, with an old caftle, a poft- 
houfe^ and a well built pofada. 

As foon as we arrived, we paid our re* 
fpefts to the corregidor, and fhewed him 
our paffports, in order to fecure a good re- 
ception at our inn. The reafon of this pre- 
caution was, that one of our companions 
had formerly quarrelled with the good man 
of the inn, and had caufed him to be fent 
to prifon, for attempting to ftab. him with 
a knife. The man kept out of fight, but 
his wife was determined to take revenge: 
it was little fhe could do, but all fhe could, 
fhe did, to teftify her refentment. For 
this purpofe fhe affigned us a miferable 
room, with four mattreffes, each occupying 
its corner, and flretched upon the floon 
Fearing to be devoured by fleas, I chofe ra* 
ther to fleep in our carriage. In the mid- 
dle of the night the treading of a foot 
awakened my attention ; and, as there was 
a lamp, I looked out to fee who was in 
motion. My fituation rendered mc inviii* 

T Z blct 
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ble, and the light enabted me clearly to 
difcern every thing that pafTed. The per- 
fon who was moving was a muleteer^ and 
his objcdl was to fee what he could fteal. 
For this purpofe he examined the kitchen^ 
then vifitcd the paflage communicating 
with the bed-rooms, and tried at every 
door, but finding them all &flene4» he 
came to the coach ; where feeing me, he 
Hed back into the flable, and hid him« 
felf, 

Provifions here are cheap. They kill no 
mutton: beef, goat, and kid, are Gxtctn 
quarts a pound confiding of thirty -two 
punces. 

The land In the vicinity is rich ; it be-r 
longs chiefly to the dutchefs of Alba, and 
her corregidor adrniniftcrs it for her: he 
appears to manage well. The plantations 
of olives are extenfive, and the trees are 
not, like thofe of the countefs of Penafiel 
round Bailen, worn out with age, but ypung 
and healthy. 

As we drew nigh to Cordova, the high- 
eft hills are covered with flints and bowU 
der ftones, or fmooth tumblers, of lime- 
ftone, filicious grit, and granite ^ and^ as we 

approach 
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approach the river, we difcover a bed of 
gravel, of i all the above fpecies, twelve or 
fourteea feet in thicknefs. 

Cordova is fituated in a plain of great 
extent, which is bounded on the fouth by 
fwelling hills cultivated to their very fum*. 
mits, and on the north by a chain of rug- 
ged mountains, the continuation of the Si« 
crra Morena. Through the midft of tha 
plain runs the Guadalquiver ; and the whole 
country being well wooded, well watered, 
and well cultivated, cannot be furpafled 
cither in riches or in beauty. Here, for 
the firft time fince I left Barcelona, I re- 
joiced to find the fig, the orange, and the 
palm, in great abundance. It is a mofl 
enchanting fpot. 

This city contains thirty-two thoufand 
fouls, fourteen parifhes, and forty-four con- 
sents. 

The firft thing I did on my arrival, was 
to prefent myfelf before the intendant, with 
my letter from count Florida Blanca. , He 
received me with politenefs, and prefled mc 
to prolong my ftay; but, unfortunately, I 
had made engagements, and therefore pror 
ceeded the next day. AU that I could do 

T 3 was 



I *78 1 

was to viiit the great church, and with 
this I was exceedingly delighted. Its nu- 
merous pillars, arranged in quincunx, ap- 
peared like a grove of (aplings; they are 
(aid to be eight hundred, I had not 
time to count them, yet I ihould conceive 
them to be many more. It was a mofque. 
The dimenfions are five hundred and ten 
feet, by four hundred and twenty. 

t was ftruck with the multitude of beg- 
gars in every ftpeet; and, upon enquiry, 
foon found the caufe to be the miftaken 
benevolence of the bifhop, of the canons, 
and of the convents, in diftributing alms 
to all who afk. The bifhopric is worth 
eighty thoufand five hundred ducats, or 
^.8,843 pounds fterling, per annum; out 
of this income the bifhop gives money 
every day, alternately, to the men and to 
the women, and on fome days he has re- 
lieved more than feven thoufand perfbns. 
Befides pecuniary donations, he diflributes 
daily thirty fanegas of corn ; yet, notwith- 
flariding this more than ample provifion for 
the indolent and vicious, many are faid t» 
iavt perifhed laft year for want of bread. 

l^he chief difeafes are tertians and putrid 

fevers; 
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fevers; thefe arife from the quantity of 
cucumbers and melons they eat, not only 
in the fummer, but early in the fpring. 

Provifions are, beef thirteen quarts 
the double pound, mutton fifteen, pork 
twenty-two, wine fix quarts, the quartillo^ 
or about one fliilling the gallon ; labourers 
exped: feven or eight reals a day, or, if they 
are vidlualled, only- three. 

Cordova had the honour of giving birth 
to Seneca and Lucan ; and when Abdoul- 
raman, after fubduing the fouch of Spain, 
had eftabliftied here the feat of his domi- 
nion, (A. D. 759), the fciences, with arts 
and arms, which were every where elfe a- 
bandoned, took up their refidence, and 
flourifhed in this city. 

Saturday, February 24, at fix in the 
morning, we fet forwards on our journey, 
having joined another coach, which was 
going the fame road with four gentlemen 
well armed. In travelling through Spain, 
I have conftantly obferved, that, wherever 
danger is apprehended, travellers aflTociate, 
and form fometinies confiderable bodies, 
yet without any communication, or verbal 
engagement fyr mutual defencei or angr 

T 4 other 
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other bond of union befide their fears. 
Influenced by thefe alone, they unite their, 
forces, and make a tacit agreement to fup^ 
port each other, or at leaft, by their num- 
bers, to intimidate the thieves. One of our 
companions, the naval officer, not iatisficd 
with this reinforcement, in addition to the 
foldier, who attended our captain by way of 
a fervant and a guard, hired two marines* 
Thus efcorted, we proceeded with confi- 
dence, yet with circumfpedion ; thinking 
at leaft to have a view of the villains who 
had been robbing on this road, but happily 
we faw nothing of them. 

In traverfing the downs, I obferved on 
the fummit of the higheft hill, at the dif- 
tancc of about two leagues from the Gua- 
dalquivir, the furfacc covered with bowlder 
ftones, of the fame fpecics with thofe al- 
ready mentioned in the approach to Cor- 
dova. Such faifts (hould be treafured in 
the memory. 

We came at noon to Charlotta^ a new 
fcttlemcnt, and at prefent in its infancy, 
like thofe of the Sierra Morena. The 
country is beautiful, the foil rich, the her- 
bage luxuriant, and the oxen large. In the 
^ pofada 



[ 28i ] 

pofada we had a French cook, and ^'ed 
well. The price of provifions is here, beef 
eighteen quarts, mutton twenty, kid eigh- 
teen, bread eleven for a pound of thirty- 
two ounces, wine ten quarts the quartillo. 

From hence, after dinner, we proceeded 
over the downs, admiring their extreme 
fertility, of which, in a few cultivated fpots, 
we were able to judge by the luxuriant crops 
of beans then in full bloflbm ; thefe were 
well hoed. As we approached Ecija, the 
face of the country improved, cultivation 
appeared to be carried on with Ipirit, the 
oxen became remarkable for beauty and for 
lize, and the plantations of olives ihewed 
the richnefs of the foil. 

The rock is a pudding Hone, and there- 
fore, with the fmooth tumblers above de- 
fcribed, prove to a demonftration that the 
whole country partook of the grand revo- 
lution, to which I have fo frequently re- 
ferred. 

Ecija is eight leagues from Cordova. It 
is dehghtfully fituated on the banks of the 
Xenil, with pleafant walks, fcrving, like 
thoie of the great cities in Spain, for the 
evening refort^ It contains twenty-eight 

thoufand 
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dioufand one hundred and feventy-iix fbuls^ 
and has fix parifh churches, eight chapels, 
twenty convents, and fix hofpitals. 

The churches, built entirely of brick, 
are fitted up in the old tafte, and crowded 
with pillars, which are loaded with prepos- 
terous ornaments, and covered with gold. 
The moil extravagant of all is the church 
of nueflra Senora del Rofarh^ in the con- 
vent of the Dominicans ; this may fervc as a 
model for the perfection of vitiated tafte. 

The Plaza Mayor is a fine objeft, very 
fpacious, and much to be admired for its 
balconies, occupying the whole front of the 
houfes. 

When we arrived, we found every one 
engaged in talking over a defeat which the 
king's troops had fuffered the preceding day 
from the fmugglers, near one hundred of 
whom, well armed, entering the city, had 
driven away the military, had killed one man, 
and had then, unmolefted, foki their fnufF 
to the inhabitants. This violence was more 
than ufual, and proceeded from the bad 
policy of government, in raifing the price of 
tobacco from thirty to forty reals the pound, 

whilft 
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whilft the illicit trader purchafed the fame 
commodity in Portugal for eight. With 
fuch encouragement for defi^auding the re- 
venue, it will never be poffible to prevent 
this trade ; and whilft men have fuch power- 
ful inducements to violate the laws, no go- 
vernment, . how ftrenuous foever its exer- 
tions, and how cruel foever the puniihment 
inflidled On offenders^ will ever be able to 
maintain a good police. In Spain, unlefs 
it be accompanied with murder, the penalty 
for fmuggling is commonly a confinement 
for feven or ten years to hard labour in the 
prejidios; where, by communication with 
profligate and hardened villains, who are 
under fimilar corredion, they are prepared 
for thq perpetration of the moft atrocious 
crimes; and, thus qualified, they are turned 
loofe upon the public. Previous to this 
part of his education, the fmuggler feldom 
robs on the highway, unlefs when he has 
.been plundered, and is diftreflTed for want of 
horfes, of money, or of arms. In fuch cir- 
cumftances he becomes outrageous, and fre^ 
quently begins with murdering the traveller 
whom he means to rob. 
- Farmers in this vicinity rent dear, paying 

z commonly 
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commonly two bufhels of wheat and one 
of barley for c vcly bufhel of their feed 1 or 
if tlicy pay a ilipulated fum of money, it li 
not immciii/jtely to the land-owner, but, a$ 
imdcr-tciiants, to rich land-jobbers ; and 
therefore they can expedt no moderation^ 
Farms, if inclofed, let much higher than 
thofe which are open, becaufe the latter 
are liable to be fed by the Merino fheep ; 
whereas, fliould they enter the former, one- 
fifth of the number trefpafling would be 
forfeited. This, however, proves a never- 
£iiling fource of quarrels and contentions 
between the occupiers of land and thofe 
who may be called graziers, that is, the 
proprietors of the Merino flock, who, un- 
der the fanftion of a peculiar code, claim 
the privilege of feeding, not only in the 
common pafture, but even in plantations of 
olives. The murders confequent on thefe 
quarrels have been more than two hundred 
in the fpace of a few years ; and the litiga- 
tions have coft the contending parties more 
than the value, both of their flieep and of 
their olives. The council of Caftille inter- 
fered, in the year 1570, to prohibit this; 
but the great fheep-mafters plead their pri« 
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vUcg^, as granted by the Mefta code, and 
fupport their claim by force, 

Throughoi^t the whole province of An- 
dalufia, cities and boroughs have immenfe 
pofleffions, in many inftances extending to 
the diftance of three leagues from them 
every way, including thus more than two 
hundred thoufand acres, either of wafte land^ 
Or of fuch as might be cultivated, if it were 
not too remote from the habitation of the 
farmer. Of thefe, not one-fourth part is 
broken up by the plough 5 and that which 
remains uncultivated rather checks than 
promotes the breed of cattle. In fhort, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the beft patriots 
in Spain, Andalufia is ruined by high rents, 
and by common paftures, {F. Memorias 
4e la Sociedad Economica, Madrid.) 

February 25. At five in the morning, 
we left Ecija, and followed the Roman 
caufeway leading from Cordova to Seville, 
till we came to Carmona. The country 
through which we pafTed belongs to the 
crown, and will be improved as faft as emi- 
grants can be induced to come. At prefent 
little is cultivated, and that little, bears the 
face of wretchednefs, exhibiting ruined cot- 
tages. 
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tagesy and half-naked peafants. Wo eon-' 
verfed with a Frenchman, who had been 
here eighteen years, and during that period 
had been often removed from his plantation, 
becaufe, by his diligence and ikill, he had 
improved his allotment, which being given 
to flovens, he was compelled to take new 
land. It is true they always gave him what 
they confidercd as an equivalent, not in« 
tending to injure him, but meaning only to 
avail themfelves of his fuperior application 
and abilities ; yet, in the end, they reduced 
him to poverty, and broke his fpirit. This, 
he informed us, was no uncommon cafe; 
and, from the mifery every where vifible in 
thefe new colonics, I am inclined to credit 
his report. 

The botanical produftions are chiefly 
the ilex, the myrtle, the gum ciftus, the 
Javender, a fpecies of the Daphne, and a 
plant called lentifcus. 

Carmona is built on a declivity, looking 
down upon a rich valley, which is bounded 
by diftant hills, excepting only to the fouth, 
where a \vide opening gives paflage to th« 
Guadalquivir. 

It contains twelve thoufand fix hundred 
and eighty-five fouls, and includes kvtn 
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parifh churches, with five convent^ for 
men, two for women, and two hofpitals. 
Here they reckon more than a hundred 
oil-mills. 

As foon as we arrived, although the fun 
was fet, I took horfes, and went oft for Se- 
ville, that I might have a comfortable bed. 
The diilance is fix leagues, or about twenty 
miles, and the charge was one hundred and 
twenty reals, or four-and- twenty fliillings, 
including the licence, which mufl: always 
be taken out when you begin a journey 
with poft horfes. 

It being dark, I could not fee the coun- 
try, but I found that it was level, that the 
foil was fandy, and, by the incefl!ant croak- 
ing of frogs, I concluded that every ditch 
was full of water. 

At ten in the evening I arrived at Se- 
ville, well contented with my horfes, hav- 
ing travelled the fix leagues in little more 
than two hours. Indeed, no horfes can 
move niore pleafantly than thofe of Anda-^ 
Jufia, cantering the whole way, without 
needing either whip or fpur. I took up 
my lodging at the pofada de la Baviere, and 
flept more comfortably than I had done 
iinge we left Madrid* 

SEVILI^E. 
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THE morning after my arrival I ex* 
amined my letters : among the per- 
ibns of diftindlion and authority to whom 
I was recommended, I judged, as an eccle- 
liaftic, my firft attention to be due to the 
archbiihop, and therefore I haftened early 
to his palace. He received me with po- 
litenefs, permitted me to kifs his ring, made 
me fit down, and then, having readmy letter, 
he told me, that as long as I continued 
at Seville I muft dine every day with him, 
unlefs when I fhould be more agreeably en- 
gaged. After fome little converfation, he de- 
lired to fee the addrefs of my other letters, 
and calling a page, he ordered that a coach 
Ihould be got ready, and that one of his 
chaplains fhould attend me, to deliver my 
letters, and to fhcw me every thing worthy 
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t)f attention In the city. When I left hitn; 
he delircd nic to come hack to dinner, tell- 
ing ine, that during my ftay, that coach 
would he wholly at my Icrvice. Agrceahle 
to this invitation I returned, and not only 
dined with him that day, but atmoll every 
day during a fori night's refidence at Seville. 
I wus indeed often prellingly invited by 
other families; hut, as it was the leafon of 
lent, and ixs filli, in Spain, never agreed 
with me, I declined their invitations. At 
the archbilhop's table were many aged per- 
Ibus, who were fuppofed to be infirm, and 
therefore for thciu were provided a variety 
of diHies, fuch as others did not feel them- 
felves at liberty to touch. To this circum- 
(lance I reckon myfclf indebted for return- 
ing health; bccaufo, for want of cullom, 
nnd ill a weakly condition at the time, 1 
Ihould never have been able to endure a 
fall, which, with the exception of the in- 
tervening ilibbaths, is in fid, although not 
by precept, a I'ail of forty days. 

'the archbilhop is well lodged, and keeps 
a hofpit.iblc table. lie is quite the man 
of faihion: bis manners are cnrar:in!». 
and his Gonvcrfition lively. His ufual 
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company at dinner was his confdSbr, his 
chaplains, his fecretaries, and a few fliends. 
He was attended by his pages, who are ge- 
nerally young men of i&mily, recommended 
to his patronage, and educated under his 
infpedtion. The librarian fome times fat 
down at the table, at other times waited 
behind a chair. He was commonly my 
guide, and with him I vifited every corner 
of the city. 

Seville ftands on the banks of the Gua- 
dalquivir, in the midft of a rich, and, to 
the eye, a boundlefs plain. It is furrounded 
by a wall of more than a league in circum- 
ference, with one hundred and fevcnty-fix 
towers. Over one of the gates is the fol- 
lowing infcription : 

Condidic Alcides, renovavit Julius Urbem, 
Reflituit ChriHo Fernandus Tertius, Heros. 

Which, over another gate, is thus trans- 
lated : 

Hercules me edifico 
Julio Cefar me cercd 
De Muros y torres altas; 
Y el Rey fanto me gano 
Con Garci Perez de Vargas. 

The 
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The ftreets are narrow, and fome of 
theni fo contradted, that you may touch 
both walls at the fame' time. Few are 
wide enough for carriages; and many, 
through which coaches pafs, fliew, by the 
deep furrows in the walls, that one naye 
touched, and often both at the fame 
time. 

Seville is faid to contain eighty thoufand 
two hundred and fixty-eight fouls, and is 
divided into thirty parifhes. It has eighty- 
four convents, with twenty-four hofpitals. 

Of the public edifices, the firft to de- 
mand attention is the cathedral, a build- 
ing of fingular magnificence, but admired 
chiefly for its tower, the work of Guever, 
the Moor. He made it originally two hun- 
dred and fifty feet high, but A. D. 1568, it 
was raifed one hundred more, and is there- 
fore, at prefent, three hundred and fifty feet. 
It has no fteps, nor are they wanted; becaufe 
the inclined plain is fo eafy of afcent, that 
a horfe might trot from the bottom to the 
top; at the fame time it is fo fpacious, 
that two horfemen may ride abreaft. On 
the top of this tower is the Giralda, or 
large brazen image, which, with its palm- 
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branch, wcrglvs near one ton anil an half^ 
yet turns with the fliglitefl variation of the 
wind. 

TJic clinienfions of the cathedral are 
four hundred and twenty feet, hy two hun- 
(hvd and fixty-threcj and the Iieight \s one 
hundred and twenty-fix. It was built A. D. 
1401. It receives lii;ht l>y fourfcore win- 
dows with painted glals, the work of Ar- 
nao^ of Inlanders, each vi' which co(k one 
thouUmd ducats. 

The treafurcs of this church arc Inclli- 
mahlc: one altar is wholly filvcr, with all 
its ornaments, as arc the images, large as 
lifci of S. Uidorc and S. I.candcr, and a 
cullodia or tabernacle for the hoft, more 
than four yards high, adorned with eight 
and forty columns; yet thefc are trilling in 
value, when comi>ar*.Ml with the gold and 
precious ftones depolilcd by the piety and 
y.cal of catholics, duiing the period in 
which all the wealth of a ncwly-ilircovereJ 
world llovved into this city. 'I'hc profu- 
iion of gokl, ol' lilvcr, and ol' j',<ins, would 
be more llrilviu", wt iv not tli«' attention 
occiipi( il ;)nd loll \\\ a Iminititjn of innume- 
rable plvlliiiws, (he woik:; of lliole Soanilli 
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n^afters who flouriflied, immediately after 
the revival of the art, in Seville. Every 
chapel preferves feme monument of their 
fuperior ilcill; of thefe, the moft confpi- 
cuous are of Luis de Vargas, and of Fn 
Zurbaran, but chiefly of Murillo. By the 
laft is a Nativity in the chapel ^f the 
Conception, and, near the baptifmal font, 
S. Anthony of Padua, w^ith the Baptifm of 
Chrift. In the principal facrifty, are his 
much-admired pictures of S. Ifidore, with- 
his brother S. Leander^ and in another fa-- 
crifty, his Holy Family, with an Eccc ho- 
mo by Morales. The chapter -houfe is 
wholly devoted to Murillo, and the chapel 
of S. Peter is given up to Zurbaran. The 
works of Luis de Vargas are difperfed in 
various places ; but his famous picture, 
called de la Gamba, is in a chapel near the 
gate of S. Chriftopher, and merits particu- 
lar attention. 

To the cathedral belongs a library of 
twenty thoufand volumes, coilefled by 
Hernando, fon to Chriiiobal Colon, the 
firfl difcoverer of America, a man of t^{te^ 
and much admired in his day for learn- 
ing. It is to be lamented, that modern pub- 

U 3 lications 
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licntions have not been added to complete 
wliut was fo well begun by him. 

I was much plcalcd with the conftruc- 
tion of u new organ, containing five thou- 
sand three hundred pipc», with one hundred 
and ten flopd, which latter, an the builder 
told me, in fifty more than are in the ft- 
moufl one of Harlem i yet, fo ample are the 
bcliowR, that, when (Iretchcd, they fupply 
the full organ fifteen min\itcH. The mode 
of filHng them with air is fingular: inilcad 
of working with hin handH, a man walks 
backwards and forwards along nn inclined 
plain of about fifteen feet in length, which 
is balanced in the middle on its a^is; under 
each end is a pair of bcllown, of about fix 
feet by three and an halfi ibcfr communi- 
cate with five other jv.iir \initcd by a bar, 
and the latter are fo contrived, that when 
they are in danger of being ovcrllrnincdi a 
valve is lifted up, and givcM them relief, 
ladling ten times along the inclined plain 
fills all thefe velVcls. 

In the cathedral are eighty-two altars, 
at whi( h arc f.iid daily five lunulrcd malfes. 
'I'he annual confuniplion \u fifteen hun- 
dred 
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dred arrobas of wine, eight hundred of oil, 
and of wax about one thoufand. 

The wealth belonging to this chapter 
may be eftimated by the numbers that are 
fupported by it. 

The archbifhop, with a revenue of three 
hundred thoufand ducats ; or, in fterling, 
nearly thirty -three thoufand jpounds a 
year. 

Eleven dignitaries, who wear the mitre 
on high feftivals, amply, but not equally, 
provided for. 

Forty canons of forty thoufand reals, or 
about four hundred pounds each, per an- 
num. 

Twenty prebendaries, with an income of 
thirty thoufand reals each. 

Twenty-one minor canons, at twenty 
thoufand reals each. 

Befide thefe, they have twenty chanters, 
called Veinteneros, with three affiflants, 
called Sochantres, two beadles, one mafter 
of the ceremonies, with a deputy, three at- 
tendants to call the roll and mark the ab- 
fentecs, thirty-fix boys for finging and for 
the fcrvice of the altar, with their redtor^ 
vice redor, and mufic mafters; nineteen 
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chaplains, four curates, four confcflbrs^ 
twenty-three muficians, and four fupernu- 
meraries; in all, two hundred and thirty- 
five. 

Many of the convents are remarkable for 
the beauty of their architecture; but, in 
Seville, the eye covets only pidlures, and 
amidft the profufion of thcfc, it overlooks 
works, which, in other fituations, would ri- 
vet the attcnli jn, and every where fixes on 
the pencil of Murillo. His moft famous 
performances are in the Ilofpital dc la Ca- 
ridad, and, fultcd to the inftitution, exprefs 
fomc ad: of charity; fuch as, the miracle of 
the Loaves and fifhes; the Smiting of the 
Rock in Horeb; the Pool of Bethefda; the 
Reception of the returning Prodigal; Abra- 
ham addrefling the three angels, and pref- 
fiiig them to enter his habitation; the De- 
liverance of Peter from the l^rifon ; and 
Charity, in the pcrfon of Elizabeth, Vv-afh- 
ing the wounds and curing the difeafes of 
the poor. Beiide thefe, in the fame hofpi- 
tal, is the Annunciation of the blelTed Vir- 
gin; and two little picflures, the one of the 
infant Jefus, tlie other of John. 

The church of the Capuchins is richly 
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furnifhed with his works; and, although in 
thefe the compofition is more fimple than 
in the former, yet they may be confidered as 
fome of the beft of his produdions. Ele- 
ven of his pictures are to be feen in a cha-^ 
pel called de la vera Cruz, belonging to the 
Francifcans. Thefe do much credit to his 
pencil; and, not inferior to them, are many 
preferved in other convents; fuch as, an 
Ecce homo, and the blefled Virgin, with 
the infant Jefus, in the church of the Car- 
melites; the Flight into Egypt, in that of 
la Merced Calzada ; a rich variety of fub- 
jeits in S. Maria de la blanca; and S. Au- 
guftin writing, with S. Thomas of Villan- 
neva, ftripping himfelf to clothe the poor, 
in the convent of the Auguftin friars, near 
the gate of Carmona. In my opinion, the 
moft mafterly of all his works is in the re- 
feftory of an hofpital deiigned for the re- 
ception of fuperannuated priefts. It repre- 
fents an angel holding a balket to the in* 
fant Jefus, who, ftanding on his mother's 
lap, takes bread from it to feed three vene- 
rable priefts; no reprefentation ever ap- 
proached nearer to real life, nor is it poffi- 
ble to fee more expreflipn than glows upon 

that 
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that canvafs. In the parochial church of 
Santa Cruz, are two pictures in a fupcrior 
ftilc, a Stabat Mater dolorofa, which excels 
in grace and foftnefs; and the famous De- 
fcent from the Crofs, of Pedro de Campana, 
which Murillo was accuftomed daily to ad- 
miic, and oppofitc to which, by his own 
dircdlions, he was buried. 

This great painter was born A. D. 1618, 
and died in 1682* 

His name ftands high in Europe; but to 
form an adequate idea of his excellence, 
every convent (hould be vifited, where he 
depofited the monuments of his fuperior 
ikilL 

In exadlnefs of imitation he was equalled, 
in clara obfcuro, and in refledled lights, he 
was furpafled by Velazquez ; but not one 
of all the Spanifh artifts went beyond him 
in tendernefs and foftnefs. 

In vifiting the convents, and in viewing 
their pictures, I had the happinefs to have 
for my guide D. Francifco de Bruna, a 
gentleman diftinguiflied for his judgment 
and his taile, who had ftudied the peculiar 
excellence of every mafter, and was per- 
fedlly acquainted vith the merit of each 

work. 
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work. He has himfelf a welUdifpofed coU 
leftion of the beft Spaniih painters, natives 
of Seville, or educated there ; fuch as, Luis 
de Vargas, Velazquez, Zurbaran, Valdcz, 
and Murillo, befide many of the Italian 
and of the Flemifli fchools. 

The houfe in w^hich they are depofited, 
and in which he lives, was once the refidencc 
of Moorifh kings, and, as fuch, was called 
Alcazar. It is an irregular building, but 
commodious and pleafantly fituated, com- 
prifmg many large and well-proportioned 
rooms. But, as it is fufficicntly defcribed 
by travellers, I fhall not add to their de- 
fcriptions. The garden is Angular, and, 
having retained its priftine form, it is meant 
to ferve as a model of the Moorifh taftc. 
It is laid out in alleys, with clipped myrtle 
hedges, and in the middle of the parterres 
are finglc trees cut into the form of warri- 
ors, with fpiked clubs. Its principal fruits 
are oranges and lemons. The whole of this 
pleafure-garden, together with the palace 
and the court^yard, is furrounded by a 
ftrong rampart, communicating with, but 
vccich higher than, the city wall; and bt> 
yond this is an orange-grove of confidera- 

ble 
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blc extent. For the winter and for the 
fpring, there cannot be a more delightful 
refidence. 

In fpeaking of pifturcs, I have confined 
myfelf chiefly to Murillo, bccaufe of his 
fuperior excellence, and bccaufe Seville, the 
place of his nativity, may be confidered as 
the principal depofitory of his work. But 
although eminent, he by no means ftands 
alone. This once famous fchool, in which 
the art revived at the beginning of the fix- 
teenth century, has produced a multitude 
of good painters. Among thefc, ftand fore- 
moil Luis de Vargas, Velazquez, Herrera, 
Roelas, Zurbaran, PVancifco Pacheco, and 
Valdcz, with many others univerfally ad- 
mired. 

The works of thefc great maftcrs, and of 
various foreigners, as well as of native Spa- 
niards, arc to be met with, not only in the 
churches, but in the houfes of the princi- 
pal inhabitants. Among thefe, I vifitcd the 
colledions of the marquis of Mofcofo, of 
D. Pedro dc Caflro, and of D. Donato de 
Arenzana. In the pofTcflion of the latter 
is, perhaps, the moft perfed: rcprefentation 
that was ever painted upon canvafs : it is a 
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lamb, by Zurbaran, with which Velazquez? 
was fo much ftruck, that he took the pains 
to copy it. This I had feen in the pojGTef- 
iion of D. Fr. de Bruna; but when I had 
viewed the original, the copy, much as I 
had before admired it, funk in my eftima- 
tion. D. Donato has, befide this, a good 
head by Morales, a Conception by Guido, 
a moft incomparable portrait of S. Ignatius 
Loyola by Careno; the Defcent from the 
Crofs by Luis de Vargas, and the Death of 
Abel by Bobadilla. 

Of the convents, that which is upon the 
moft ex ten five fcale belongs to the Francif- 
cans. It contains fifteen, cloifters, many of 
which are elegant and fpacious^ with apart- 
ments for two hundred monks; but at pre- 
fent they have only one hundred and forty in 
their community. Thefe, like all of their or- 
der, are fed by charity, and are much favour- 
ed by the people. Their annual expenditure 
is more than four hundred thoufand reals,, 
or in fterling about four thoufand pounds,, 
amounting to twenty-eight pounds eleven 
{hillings and five pence for each. But then 
out of this muft be dedudled the expence 
of wine, oil, and wax, with the alms dif- 
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tributed daily to the poor, which all toge- 
ther is coniiderable. 

Not one of the convents is equally fre- 
quented as this, more efpecially during the 
forty days of Lent. In the principal cloif- 
ter, which is intirely inclofed by i multi- 
tude of little chapels, are reprefented, in 
fourteen pithires, each called a Jiation, all 
the fufferings of the Redeemer. Thefe are 
fo arranged as to mark given diftances by 
walking round the cloifter from the firft to 
the fecond, and fo in order to the reft. 
Over them is mentioned the number of 
fteps taken by our Lord between the feve- 
ral incidents of his paflion in his way to 
Calvary, and thefe precifely are the paces 
meafured for the penitents in their progrefs 
from one ftation to another. Over one is 
the following infcription : " This ftation 
" confifts of 1,087 fteps. Here the blefled 
" Redeemer fell a fecond time under the 
" weight of his crofs, and here is to be 
" gained the indulgence of feven years and 
" forty quarantines. Mental prayer, the 
" Paternofter and the Ave Maria." This 
may ferve as an example for the reft. I ob- 
ferved men, women, and children, rich and 

* poor, 
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poor, going their rounds, fomc (blitaiy, 
others in little groups, repeating aloud their 
Latin prayers, and kneeling at every ftation 
in regular fucceffion. 

Among all the hofpitals I was moil 
pleafed with that of la Sangre^ defigned for 
the reception of female patients* The 
front is elegant, and the fculpture is much 
to be adniired, more efpecially the three 
figures of Faith, Hope, and Charity. The 
wards are fpacious, and the whole is re- 
markable for neatnefs. 

Were I inclined to enlarge in my de- 
fcriptions of the public buildings, the Torre 
del Oro, the Plaza de Toros, the Aque- 
dud: with its four hundred and ten arches, 
but more efpecially the Exchange, would 
afford me ample fcope. The latter, planned 
by Herrera (A. D. 1598,) and' worthy of 
its great archited:, is a quadrangle of two 
hundred feet, with a corridor or fpacious 
gallery round it, adorned with Ionic co- 
lumns, and fupported by an equal number 
of Doric. 

The unive'rfity was founded in the year 
1502, and foon rofe into confideration. 
The name of Arias Montanus, who lies 

buried 
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buried at the convent of S. JagOi Is alond 
fufficient to give celebrity to this leminary* 
His tranflation of the holy Scriptures will 
be valued by the learned, as long as the 
Scriptures themfclvcs ihall be the objedls 
of veneratioa to mankind. The number 
of undcr-gnuiiiatcs licre is about five hun* 
dred. 

We meet at Seville with the favourite 
inftitutions of Count Campomanes, his 
academy for the three noble arts of paint- 
ing, fculpture, and arcliitedlure, and his 
ccconomical fociety of the friends of their 
cH>untry. Both thcfe have been attended 
with fuccefi^, and have given aififtance not 
only to the arts, but to agriculture, to ma- 
nufactures, and to commerce. About two 
hundred pupils attend the former. 

The principal manufadrure is fnuff. To 
this I paid particular attention. The edi- 
fice, elegant and fimple in its form, is about 
fix hundred feet by four hundred and eighty, 
and not lefs than fixty feet in height, with 
four regular fronts, inclofing twenty-eight 
quadrangles. It coft thirty-feven millions 
of reals, or about three hundred and feventy 
thoufand pounds. At prefent, no more 

than 



thm Jlvv-^ntccn luuuIrciJ wurkiwn «^r<* r«w 
plw(?d» rtUil ow lanuli^vi hiu lb tn* mulc« i 
but tWiucrly* thivc tlu^uaml lucu were en- 
grt|(t^ii» ^ml wmw (oxw luiiulied huilVii, 'l\m 
h\\\\\^ utr iii fitu ihutevl tu iuirumnui\cn\enri 
uml tathe reludai^ie with whivh llu\v mm)- 

Tlwy have lunv v hanged this iviUini w\\\\^ 
k\ot \\\M\y iUy^ heloie u\y anivuh they 
wmleinueU to U^e tlauie>i liUeen thvuU-tnii 
|>miu4« weii^ht iu vuUU lt>r \\\c. Yet tho 
high priet;5 ut^ the viunnuHhty relhuiuvS thi? 
i\\c\ iur, ru\ve they lail'evl the tiihui^vu (\\\\n 
thirty to Ibrty reals, that is, tVuia ahuut lix 
tu f i|iht (hillinijs a p(nu\d» the deiuaud haji 
IjmdimUy leiiemnh From the year \'7^\:>i^ 
ihe i\nnual tale havS heen> ot tiiha^^o troiu 
Um^ih one loiUioa tive hundreil thouCanU 
pouHil'i, juuvhat'cvi \\u\\\ th^ IWtu^uele, at 
ihref? tvals a ji^mnJi and vitlhittV. (www chv) 
jMuilvive i^l their oww ti^lonies, one uulhi>u 
(is hundrvil ihoutanil pimuds, beiiUe wii^aiJi 
to u very eonliderable an\uuntt They haw 
lying by then^, xwox^ than live milhon^ oi 
inulF nntuW 4 hnt, a^i it will nt»t iiuler hy 
iV^i they are ntU tuiealy at this aceiuunU- 
um^ lieruie thu petuhar kiuvi ot in\\\\\ with 
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which Spain was accuftomcd to (upply the 
market, they have lately introduced the 
manufacture of rappee. There was a nc- 
ccflity for this, in order to put a flop to an 
illicit trade : whilft the king was felling at 
lixty, and fometimes at fourfcorc reals a 
pounds the fmugglers fold the fame com- 
modity at forty, having thcmfelvcs pur- 
chafed it in France, from ihe farmers of 
. tobacco^ at fifteen -, but, now that govern- 
ment fells good rappee at twenty-four reals, 
the fmuggler's profit will not com'peniate 
for the rifk. In this branch alone are em- 
ployed, at prefcnt, two hundred and twenty 
people, old and young, with fixteen mules; 
but they mean to pudi their trade, when 
they can get a fufficicnt quantity of tobacco, 
and to engage five times as many hands. The 
operations are fo numerous before the rap- 
pee is fit for market, that they require a 
multitude of workmen. Whilft fome are 
employed to unbind the little bundles of 
tobacco, others are occupied in picking the 
kafy fubftance from the hard ftcms. Some 
arc engaged in dying, others either in ftrain- 
ing and prcfiing, or in fpinning the leaf in- 
to ropes, und winding it up into rollers to 

be 
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be faggoted and prcflld, till a pared of eigh- 
teen inches loni^, and two and an half inches 
in diameter, will weigh fix pounds. Thefc 
operations being finiihcd, it is laid in heaps 
to fweat nine months ; after which, it is 
cut and fifted, then grated, once more 
lifted, and finally packed up in caniflers 
for fale. 

All the workmen depofu their cloaks at 
the door, and, when they go out, arc fo 
ilri(5tly examined, that they have little 
chance of being able* to conceal tobacco ; 
yet they fometimcs venture to hide it about 
their perfons. An oliicer and a guard is 
always attending to take delinquents into 
cuftodyi and, that they may prevent refUl- 
ance, no workman is permitted to enter 
with a knife. Were it not for this pre- 
caution, the confcquence of a detedion 
might be fatal. 

The whole bufmefs is conducted by a 
diredlor, with a falary of forty thouiund reals 
a year, ainl fifty -four fuperior otiic^rs, aliill- 
rd by as many fubordinate to them. 

For grinding their fnuif, they have forty 
mills^ each cx>nfilling of a iUme - roller, 
laoved by a large horfe, or mule, with the 
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traces faftened to a beam of eight feet In 
lengthy in the angle of forty-five degrees^ 
confequently lofing precifcly half his force. 
I endeavoured to explain this to the officer 
who conducted me through the works, but 
he could not comprehend it. He is brother 
to the unfortunate young woman, who, in 
the year 1774, at S. Lucar, bled before the 
altar, a vidtim to the unhallowed paflion 
with which her beauty had infpired the 
prieft. This wretch, whilft receiving her 
confeffions, had declared himfelf her lover; 
but, at laft, enraged at the obftinate refift- 
ance of a virtuous mind, he turned his back 
upon the altar, where he had been partaking 
of the confccratcd bread, and ftabbed her, 
in the prefence of her mother. For this 
moil atrocious of all crimes, he was — 
fliocking to relate! — fufFcred to live in ba- 
niflimcnt at Porto Rico. 

The filk manufacture was formerly con- 
fiderablc in Seville. When Ferdinand III. 
furnamed el Santo ^ (in the year 1248) en- 
tered the city, he found, as it is faid, (ixteen 
thoufand looms, which employed a hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand perfons; and fuch 
was the population of the city, that the 

Moors, 
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Moors, who left it when it was furrendered 
to the Chriftians, were four hundred thou- 
fand, befide multitudes who died during a 
fixteen months fiegc, and many who re- 
mained after their fellow citizens were 



gone. 



Alfonzo, furnamed el Sabio, feeing the 
importance of this manufadture, gave it 
every poflible encouragement; and, trade 
being chiefly confined to Seville, on the 
firft difcovery of America, (A. D. I5i9>) 
they once more reckoned fixteen thoufand 
looms; but the millones, impofed at the 
latter end of the reign of Philip II. to de- 
fray the expence of his wars, gave a (hock 
to commerce, and the frequent alteration 
in the relative value of their money, with 
the expulfion of the Moors, almoft ruined 
this once wealthy city. Added to this, in the 
year 1649 more than two hundred thou- 
fand perfons died of an epidemical difcafe 
in Spain. In confequence of thefe misfor- 
tunes, (A. D. 1655,) there remained only 
fixty looms in Seville. After the accelTion 
of a new family, the weavers amounted 
(A. D. 171 3,) to four hundred and five: 
but in the year 1721, the farmers of the 

X 3 tax 
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tAX on filk having collcihd with rigour 
the fourteen per cent, for the alcAvdii and 
cientoetf they not only ruined the manuiiic- 
ture, but i educed the revenue Irom eight 
hundrv d thouiknd tc^xh to lels than fixteen 
thoufiind. Philipi however, giving atten- 
tion to thin important bulinclsi trade re- 
vivcdi and (A. D. 1733) tlie lootm amounN 
cd to one thc»uiund. War with Kngknd 
reduced thetn Tuddenly, and A. D. 1739 
they were only a hundred and forty. Since 
the rcmonilrances of Bernardo de UlkMi 
(A. I). 1740) the taxeis have no longer been 
left to the rapacity of farmerSi the akavala 
luB been taken off| and, by the kit accounti 
the loom I) amounted to four hundred and* 
fixty-two for wide ftlket, with one thouiand 
eight hundred und fitty-lix for other pur- 
pofcs. Each loom is allowed annuallyp if 
for wide worki a hundred pouiuls of filk 
duty frcci if for narrow, they receive four- 
fcoie. 

Wh:*nevcr the navigation of the river 
fli.dl be r^llored to the Condition in which 
it was \vhc!\ Magellan with five llitpw r.iilcd 
from h ncc ivv thoK ll raits, which have 
1* I • ■N.i! by Ihs name J and when free* 

7 doiu 
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ilom, civil and religious, fliall once more 
lift up her head in Spaing new channels 
will be opened fur reviving comn\ercc, and 
Seville will he rellorcd to her ancient 
fplendor. 

The art of tanning k perhaps no where 
fo ill conduced as in Spain i in no part of 
which can good leather be procured, unlefg 
it come from ICngknd. Scnlible of this» 
the minider of finance became anxious to 
induce ftnnc (Irangcr, Ikilful in the buli- 
nels, to take up his rclidence in Spain. 
Whilll he had this idea in his mind, chance 
threw in his way a tradefman travelling to 
i-cceive orders, and to get in ilebts for him- 
felf and partners, who, as leather-cutters^ 
have a (hop on Snow-hill, in London. It 
inmicdiatcly occurred to the minider, that 
he had found his man ; and therefore, fend- 
ing for him, without lois ot time, he in- 
vited him to fettle as a cm ricr and a tanner. 
Hiis gcntlcn\an, confcious to himfelf that 
he was not properly qualilicd to conduit a 
bulinefs to which he had not been bred, 
withrtcxxl \m folicitatioiis, ai\d rcfufcd tho 
moll advantageous tcrnis : but at length, 
after confidcring the matter in every point 

X 4 of 



[ 3»a ] 
of view, he accepted the offer, and con- 
fented to eilablifli hiinfelf at Seville. I 
viiitcd his tan-yard, and found him happy 
in the proteftion he enjoys. The minifter 
has given hiin the convent of the Jefuits, 
and about fevcn acres of good land, rent 
free, with the pre-emption of hides from 
Buenos Ayres, and of all fkins from the 
Spanilh fcttlcmcnts; befide the privilege of 
cutting down, for bark, all the trees grow- 
ing, cither in the royal forcfts, or on the 
lands of private perfons, within a given 
dillance of the city. He ufes the inner 
bark taken from the cork-tree, with myrtle 
leaves, which lerve his purpofe tolerably 
well; yet are by no ipeans equal in ftrength 
to the bark of oak. He fays, that the Spa- 
niards undcrftand the art of tanning; but 
that they want fpirit, induftry, and capital 
for fuch extenfive undertakings ; and I am 
inclined to think, that his obfervation is 
well founded. Finding him a man of adi- 
vity, with a command of money, the mi- 
niftcr has given him a contradl to furnilh 
boots and belts for the cavalry, and a va-. 
fiety of other articles, fuch as fpurs and 
l)uckles, not conneded with hi^ peculiar 

trade. 
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5^|>AniA^\lx^» both lur i\pj>licfttlou m\\ (\vr 

wUl |HUh tlusS ucw cttablilhincnt a« tkv a* 
it CA« ^^\k \m\^\\kWk\ ^owrnuuMVt iUaU wh^^^ 
\mw tu jMA^cCt hinu 

Hftviug bwn iiui\HUK^i< tu P. Juau AU 
vart»% the intoiulrtnt tU' x\w mi^f^ \ vitJtcJ 
his otiict?, in whu h At jMvtcut a U \v wv^^k* 
mt^n timi uaAUOuAl ciu|^loyint^nti wlwvrAJi 
Iwiwrlv tM^c hu\ulird a*uI ri^^hty wtrr i ou^ 
thntly et^iiA^jtU. rhcy huw hcrt^ the (Aau> 
riowjxwcviV AvS At I ojuiou Ami \\\ PaiU^ in 
i^ulVqueiKH;^ ot' \vhi\ h their i\*i^A^e *.^ ex^* 
poniivci whilil in UivunnghAui ihe operA- 
tian^ by a new invention, is expeJitrJ, m\Ji 
|3«rtWtned At A tiiiling e^jvnv v. " 

In tTAveviinji the ihnnrts 1 wa^ llr\jck 
with the nniltitu\le ot' hcii^HAU^ ^lothe^i in 
rA|t«) And WA^ At iuil invUnevI t\^ Atrrihvite^ 
this t^thedeiAY ot' tiAiiej hut, upou evAnn* 
nAtion* \ \\>\\\\k\ A wxxwv Ahivhng vAulir \\\ the 
iliiVribntion tU' Ahn^ At the AV\hhiUu>p'5i 
j>Aki>e:^ And At the jjAtes ut' twenty vonvent.s 
tlAily^ And witluHit ditUnOUvnu tx\ aII who 
imke Ap|^UvAti\*n tor ivhet\ J<Uih n\it- 
fhixd benevolence i^ a bA> to ituluiby, Anil 

n\uUipliek 
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mulripliei tho objcdU of diftrcfli^ whofo 
iiuinbcri liear' exUt propcntion xo thu pro- 
vifion mftde lor tlwir Tupport. To have 
this principle rightly uuderibod is of Tuch 
importtitcc^ thiU I cun itcver let one oppor- 
tunity dcapc of bringing it into vicwt 

My time pufled away plefifintly tt Seville. 
The morningJi I employed in vieviring 
ivhttever wm moft worthy of attention ill 
the ctty» or in little excurnoni to the coun* 
try. At noon I paid my refpetti to the 
good archhilhop, dined atui took the tiiefta 
at hill palace I after which I ibmotimoa 
werit out in the carriage with \m gmeri at 
other tii^eA )o'\i\n\ the coinpiiny in the 
Alameda, or public wAk i uml clulcd tho 
ilay cither witli the archbifhopi or in the 
fiuuity of foinc cheerful IVicnd. l1\c Tea- 
ibu of Lent ia not lavourablc to gaiety, 
btcttufe it dotn not minut of the ufual dt« 
vrrfH^nK i yet I hiut ahvayw re*^U)n to be ik« 
tiftficd with my evcniny/N entertainment. 
The arclibifh(;p received only gentlemen 
for convcrfatlon. In other houleN thry 
have gcncMlly (i)ntr nnuiil f»amc at card* i 
hut the ian»il)', ut wUkU I delighted nuilU 
%va» that of a canoni ior whuic liitcr 1 lud 

.the 
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the honour to be confulted as a phyfician* 
The cafe was highly interefting; an epi- 
lepfy, arifing from extreme fenfibility ; and 
I pleafed myfelf with the idea, that I was 
ufeful to her. My recompenfe was to en- 
joy her converfation, and to hear hei;; fing. 

In one of my morning vifits at the arch- 
biftiop's palace, I had the fatisfaftion of 
being prefent at an oppofition, or difputa- 
tion, between the candidates for a vacant 
benefice; a fcene admirably defcribed by 
the author of Gil Bias. Vehemence, on 
fuch an occafion, is not only fanftioned by 
cuftom, but is certainly excufable, in men 
who are contending, not merely for fame, 
but bread. The judges are the diocefan, 
aflifted by fix of the chapter; and the ex- 
aminations are in the fciences, ethics, divi- 
nity, and canon law. Many ecclefiaftical 
preferments are difpofed of in this way. 
Thus in every cathedral four canons are 
chofen by oppofition, and are faid to be de 
merit 0', thefe are, the penitentiary, for re- 
ceiving the confefiions of the chapter ; the 
preacher; the profeflbr of theology; and 
the civilian, who condudis their law-fuits. 
The refl are given through favour, either 

by 
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by the ttloetrtini the ehnptcf, or the king, 
Aeeordtng to the month tn whleh the vn* 
caaey hnppenit. 

. When A cnndiiltite mnkcii tipplkAtlon to 
the gnmtf vithcr ftir (tmtrt^tion In generaU 
or upon n fpeckl occtidon fur preferment, 
he prefentH a printed memorltil, which ho 
AiteM ** HtfitteiM tie hi Mtnttu tUnhi, gNtitta 
y iHtnkh Utthimt tit A, M" conttiinlng 
hii nttttiei the plttue of hlit nativity, hit nnk, 
hid Age, the univerilty in whleh ho Amlied, 
with the degrccN ho Irnn tfikrn, hit ac* 
({uirementMi hli eondutSt in his profeiiton an 
A prioft, Hk A preAclier, niul hk a t?oii{bdbri 
letting forth hill rrgutnt-ity, liin ttrttl, And htn 
iyccctd, with ttU pccutlttr ]irivllrgrit, lln^h 
AH tliAt lie Id pcrniUted to rnul the prolit-- 
bited Imokii, And to confrfn boMt itntm And 
ftAting, fumtly, thnt lie U rvn-y wAy quAll" 
fied ttt retrlvc Any rcclrllAliicAl preferment 
to which he mny be prcientcd. 

Oim diiy, whpii I wah At the tttthbithop'A 
pAlHiT, the old librttrlAn tttok nic Alidri And 
rttptriWd 1110 (0 nuiko itpptii-tttlon Inr him to 
obiititi n liviiij^ itirn v^u-iintt dhd in lliogtl> of 
titf tiowii, doliiini; hic lit wtito iinnirdi- 
Htt'ty ((* count Mui idd iittHK-dt niui io inchtib 

his 
B 



I 3'7 1 

iUtxnL in the UU i^t hU uvvjuirtn^n^t^i that 
he hmi Ir^rnt lUhrt>\v» that ho had hwu 
examined in the vcrK^* hut that he havl w^ 
vcr Nxu lii h cmm^^h to jnut^hato a lr\ivv«% 
I made the applUatuMx thv\>u^^h our wmU 
Oer, ami i>htaiuvd the puMUUe ixt* «^ hvii\|[ 
K>r hin\, hut uoc that Um whuh he then 
iohcitevl 

Not Tar tt\Mu tho titv i^i a hu^Khu^^» now 

vcrjjiu^ tv^ ilaav, u^ar to whivh I ixtten 

pa(Ve\<i without \\il'\\\^ lov what it \\m ile» 

ii^ueih h\Ui ot\o v^Nviuu);. walkiu^i^ wuh the 

jjeutlemau tv^^ whvuu I havl hrv^u leeum* 

meuded hv <\>\u\\ Moiida HluHa^ Uruek 

with H^ tvuuu I \lviuvd tuu\ tv^ tell uw what 

p\u*pole it hid ivived. At tull he <eemed 

to jMY uo attvM\tlvM\ ; hui» upon tuv v\ |^eatiu|t 

the ijuedioui I ivHvivod au evative aui\ver% 

tueh as tended outv to awaken nw eurio* 

lity» and to n\ake n\e wunv uv^^.ent with hitn 

♦or intonnati\Mu Ar lall l\e toKl u^e» that 

thi^ tlran^^e kind iU\nlitiee U ealUni iVi^ij^- 

m*(hvi but heji}?cd that I wiudd t)ever dit- 

dole to anyi>neji t'lom whiMu I had reveived 

my intonnatiiM^, I'he nau\e W4» iutHeiet\tji 

tujjether with i\\9 tonn, without t\uther 

eu^vdrie*^! 
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enquiries, to explain the horrid ufe to which 
it had been too often put. I urged him 
no further on the fubjedt; and, without lofs 
of time; haflened from a fpot which my 
imagination painted all in flames. The next 
day, however, I returned with one of the 
judges, who, as fuch, could venture to be 
more communicative. In anfwer to my 
queftions, he informed me, that the ^^- 
maderoj fo called from the verb quemar^ to 
burn, fervcd the purpofc of a fcaflfold for 
burning heretics ; and that, about four years 
before, a woman had fuffered on it, by a 
fentence of the inquifition, to which he 
had given his fandtion. From him, and 
from others, I obtained the following par- 
ticulars. This woman was a beatCy pro- 
fefling one of the three vows impofed on 
nuns, of which, poverty and obedience are 
the regular companions; yet that vow fhe 
broke. In the aceufation flie was charged 
with having corrupted her confeflbr; who, 
poor man ! as the leaft culpable of the two, 
was merely baniflied. Had this been her 
fole offence, it had been puniflied with lefs 
diftinguiflicd fcverity; hut, not latisfied 
. with having been guilty of facrilege in one 

in fiance. 
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inftance, (he went on corrupting the priefl-- 
hood; and, either from paffion or from va- 
nity, extended daily, over the fervants of 
the altar, the dominion of her charms; till, 
either by pride, or by remorfe of confcience, 
{he loft her underftanding, and fooliftjy 
imagined that fhe was adling under a di- 
vine authority. Some fay, that ihe vindi-. 
cated her conduft upon the principle, that 
both parties were free from obligation; but 
others, and mor6 juftly, fay, that fhe pre- 
tended to have feen an angel. This being 
a crime within the cognizance of the in- 
quifitors, fhe was brought to trial, was con- 
vi(3:ed, and was burnt. 

Excited by this narration, I had the curi- 
ofity to vifit the court of the inquifition. It 
was formerly a convent of the Jefuits, and 
is fo light and elegant, that I could fcarcely 
conceive it to contain the dreadful tribunal 
and gloomy dungeons. I went into the 
chapel, and the hall of judgment, and ven- 
tured to alk fome queftions; but could ob- 
tain no anfwer: filence and folitude feemed 
to have eftablilhed their dominion there. 

The inquifition is certainly lefs formida- 
ble no\y, fince light is every where difFufed, 

than 
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than it Wa^ in darker ages, when AiperAi^ 
tion rcigncil; and the inquifitors of the 
prtfcnt day, if not inc^rc humane, arc at 
Icaft more hiunhic, tb^in their prcdeccfl'ors 
in remoter period*:. Ytt we muft confcfs, 
that, whilft their authority remains it will 
be ever (uhjctft to abi»fe. Jwery one know^ 
the hiftory and the fitc of Don I'ablo 
Olavidc. The real caiile of his difgracc, 
wa« neither his impiety nor his immorality, 
but his hatred of the monks; who, in re- 
turn, became his implacable enemies, and 
never ceafed to pcrfetute him, till they had 
banlfhed him from Spin. They never 
could for^Tt, that in the Sierra Morena he 
had built his houfc prcxifely on the fpot 
where had /food a convent, a convent 
which fcrvcd as an afylum for the robbers, 
with whon) the venerable fathers had been 
accuft(;med to divide their plunder. Nor 
could they ror;Mvc his having made it a 
fiindamrntal law of his new fettlements, 
thae iluy ihould have no monks. Unfor- 
tunately, he had married a rich woman, who 
was neither young nor Jiandfomc, and, by 
her means, the monks became acquainted 
with fuch circumftances as might have 

otherwife 
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btherwife efcaped them, and were enabled 
to treafure up againft him every Unguarded 
exprefBon, whieh at any time efcaped his 
lips. This valuable citizen was taken out 
of his bed, the 14th of November, 1776^ 
and, after being (hut up twelve months in 
the prifon of the inquifition, his fentence 
was publicly read ; all his efFedls were con- 
£fcated for the ufe of the inquifitors his 
judges, and he was condemned to eight 
years confinement in a convent. 

It muft: be confefled, that in the perfon 
of Olavide, the inquifitors flew at noble 
game; but, a few years after this, they 
refembled the eagle, When fhe ftoops to 
feed on carrion* The hiftiory of this tranf- 
adtion is worthy to be recorded. I fhall, 
therefore, give it from the relation of one 
who was prefent at the Auto de Fc, cele- 
brated in the conventual church of S. Do- 
mingo, in Madrid, the 9th of May, 1784, 
when the whole procefs was publicly, 
read. 

The principal a(5lor in this farce was 
Ignacio Rodriguez, a beggar. The firft 
profeflion of this man was arms; but of 
his condud: in that line little has tranf- 

VoL. IL Y pircd. 
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pired* It is cert^^ that he was with 
count O'Reilly in the unfortunate expedi- 
tion againfl Algiers, where he was wounded 
in the leg. In confequence of this he was 
difcharged as an invalid, and had an offer 
of the ufual penfion ; but he chofe rather 
to cad himfelf on the public, and to enjoy 
his hberty, than to be lofl in obfcurity with 
his companions. For this purpofe, he was 
careful^ to keep his wound from healings 
and, fuch was his addrefs, that he procured 
a comfortable living, or rather, as it ap- 
peared, fared fumptuoufly every day. 

After fome years, he was fo unfortunate 
as to attradt the attention of D. Bernardo 
Cantero, the intendant general of the po- 
Kce, who, feeing him from day to day, en- 
quired for what reafon he kept his wound 
open, and ordered him to have it healed. 
Rodriguez, not knowing to whom he 
fpoke, replied with infolence, " I a(k alms, 
and not advice." This ill-timed anfwer 
proved his ruin. 

The intendant, ftruck with his appear- 
ance, and offended with his infolence^ 
watched him, and having obferved fome- 
Aing uncpmmML in a long converfation 

between 
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betweeh kini and a ftmale, called Juliana 
Lopez> Caufed her to be followed^ and ar- 
tefted; This woman, although artful, being 
taken by furprife, was confufedj and foon 
confeffed, that the paper (he had delivered 
to the beggar contained fome materials for 
making love powder* On this evidence 
Rodriguez was taken into cuftody, with 
another female named Angela Barrios^ 
who, being a woman of inferior talents, 
a£ted under them^ and was employed only 
in commiffions of no great importance. All 
three being committed to the common jail^ 
were frequently queftioned, and the refult 
of their examination was laid before the 
king, who, by the advice of his confeffori 
referred the matter to the inquifitors. In 
confequence of this the prifoners were re- 
moved, and confined in the prifon of the 
inquifition. 

No tribunal has fuch advahtages in tra- 
cing out the truth, nor can any other invef- 
tigate a dark tranfadtion with fuch a cer- 
tainty of fuccefs as this court. Unfettered 
by forms, and not limited for time, they are 
at liberty to bring whom they pleafe be- 
fore them> to take them from their beds iri 
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the middle of the night, to examine them 
by furprifcy to terrify their imaginations, 
to torment their bodies, and to crofs exa- 
mine them at diflant periods. Widi thefe 
advantages, the impoftor was foon made to 
confcfs the whole of his pradlices, with all 
the mofl minute particulars, and the names 
of the parties to whom he had fold his 
powder. He explained, in his confeflion, 
the materials of which he had compofed 
it; but thefe, to a modefl ear, fhould never 
have been mentioned; and he acknow- 
ledged, that every female, after taking it, 
had been obliged to grant him whatever he 
chofe to afk, without which the charm was 
to have no efFcft. Whenever he adminif- 
tered it, he muttered fome necromantic 
formula, that he might give an air of myf- 
tery to the tranfadion, and infpire the mind 
with confidence in its fucccfs. 

Juliana Lopez, his affociatc, ferved him 
as an cmiflary and a pancgyrift ; and that 
flic might in all refpcdts lend herfelf to his 
views and to his wilhcs, (he hired a conve- 
nient garden, to which he might retire at 
all fcafons whenever it fuited his conve- 
nience. 

Angela 
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Angela Barrios adled as a fervant to the 
others, and being of a weak underftanding, 
was never admitted to their confidence. 
Fidelity and filence on her part were fome- 
times however requifite, and in thefe (he 
never failed. 

The procefs, according to cuftom, con- 
tained the moft minute particulars. Their 
crimes were proved by a multitude of tef- 
timonies, and their guilt was confirmed by 
their own confeflions. From thefe it ap- 
peared, that his powder was adminiftered 
to perfons of all ranks; and one of the in- 
quifitors has fince informed me, tliat many 
ladies of high fafhion in Madrid were duped 
by him, although out of tendernefs their 
names had been concealed. 

When the -procefs was gone through, 
the judges refolved to celebrate an Auto de 
Fe publicly in the church of the Padres . 
del Salvador, but the king would not con- 
fent that the nuns of S. Domingo fhould 
lofe their privilege of having the Auto in 
their church.^ The inquifitors gave way, 
but fent a requeft, that the nuns might not 
be admitted to the grate, left their ears 
(hould be offended, and the purity of their 

Y 3 imagina- 
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Imaginations dmuld be defiled. This mef* 
fagc had the cftcd which might have been 
cxpeded. Their curiolity was the more 
excited, and of all the nuns four only wci^ 
abfent from the grate. 

On the day appointed, at fix in the 

imorningi the people began to allcmble \\\ 

the ilreet of the inquifition, aud the troopsi 

took their ftation to prefervc good order. 

About eight the beggar left his dungeon^ 

leaning on his c rutchcs, and attended by a 

capuchin friar of no rcfpedable appearance^i^ 

named Father Cardenai^. As f(^)n as ho 

appeared in court, he fell upon his knee^ 

before one of the inquifitors, who with the 

grcatcft mildncfs and grntlcncfs addrellct^ 

him thus : ^^ My fon, you arc going ta 

^* hear the relation of your crimes, and the 

^* fentencc pronounced for the expiatign 

** of your guilt. Our lenity is great, 1k5- 

^* cuufe our holy tribunal, always \\\ol\ in- 

<• dulgcnt, fecks raihcr to reform thai\ 

*' punifh. Let your forrow flow from 

*• your conlMoulncfs of guilt, and not from 

^* a icnfc of ihr ililj^racv you ('udcr.'* 

This rxhortatioii ciukil, which is the 
liunc, even when the criuunal is eonunittcii 
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to the flames, they proceeded to throw 
over the (liouldcrs of the beggar his fan 
benito, or more properly his Jaco bendito^ 
being the fackcloth with S. Andrew's crofs, 
anciently worn by penitents. On his 
head they placed the cap with ferpents, 
lizards, and blackbeetles^ a green candle in 
his hand, and round his neck a halter. To 
Juliana Lopez the fame fpeech was made, 
and when flie had been clothed in fimilar 
iftttirc, ihc flood, although not with equal 
confidence, near to her companion. 

Laft of all came forth Angela Barrios, 
ivho, trembling and bathed in tears, fell 
down upon her knees, and begged the in- 
quiiitors to fpare her life. She was an« 
fwcrcd, that the holy tribunal was not ac- 
cudomed to put any one to death; that 
they would do her no harm ; and that as 
her oftcncc was not equal to that of her 
companions, they had not even provided 
for her a fan benito, the difgraccful badee, 
by which all who have worn it are render- 
ed, with their families, infamous for ever. 

When every thing was thus arranged, 
the proccllion began to move. In front 
Diarchc^ foldicrs to clear the way ; then ap- 

Y 4 pearcd 
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peared the ftandard of the holy office, fup«.i 
ported by alguazils, and followed by farni** 
liars, with the learned dodors of the inqui* 
iition ; next advanced the beggar, fupported 
by his crutches, and attended by two fecre-^ 
taries, who carried the whole proccfs in a 
box lined with velvet; and the little capu- 
chin, as confcflbr, with the Marquis of 
CogoUudo, fon to the Duke of Medina Coeli^ 
of the blood royal, and the firil nobleman 
in Spain, as alguazil mayor, j^rought up 
the rear, 

No fooner had the pageant entered the 
church, than mafs began ; after which they 
read the procefs in the hearing of the 
whole afl'cmbly, which coniifted of the 
principal nobility, with all the ladies of the 
court, who had been invited by la Marquefa 
de Cogolludo, and fat with her on a ftage 
raifed for this occafion. 

The fccretarics were frequently inter- 
rupted iji reading by loud burfts of laughter, 
in which the beggar joined. The mirth 
was, however, in fomc breafts, attended 
with a degree of trepidation, when in the 
proccfs circumftances were related, in 
which ladies who were prcfent, had been 

concernedj^ 
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concerned, and who expedled every moment 
to be named. 

After the whole of the procefs had been 
read, the chief inquifitor rang a little bell, 
and the prifoners drew nigh to hear their 
fentence. That of Ignacio Rodriguez was, 
to be whipped through the ftreets of Madrid, 
to be inftrufted and fortified in the myfteries 
of the catholic faith, by a fpiritual guide ap- 
pointed by the court, with whom he was 
to g9 through holy exercifes for one month, 
failing on the Fridays on bread and water; 
and at the end of this period he was to 
make a general confeflion. He was to be 
five years fhut up in the penitentiary houfe 
'of Toledo, and afterwards to be banifhed 
for ever from Madrid and from the royal 
manfions, with an obligation to inform the 
holy office wherever he fhould happen to 
refide. The fentence of the other was not 
fo fevere. 

The whole ceremony ended about three 
in the afternoon. 

The day following, the beggar, naked 
down to his waift, was mounted on an afs, 
attended by the Marquis of Cogolludo. 
Thus accompanied, the impoftor was con- 

dufted 
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duded through the ftreets, but without 
receiving any ftripcs ; and as he proceededt 
he was frequently refreftied by his friend^ 
with bifcuits and wine; whilil many^ who 
knew not the nature of his offence, thinking 
Jiim a heretic, cried out, viva lar Virgen^ 
viva Maria purijpma^ to which he replied, 
por mi que viva. 

This ceremony ended, the Marchionefs 
of CogoUudo gave a grand entertainment 
to the judges and officers of the inquifi* 
tion* 

Had it been the intention of the king to 
make the inquifition, preparatory to its 
abolition, contemptible in the eyes of the 
whole nation, he could not have taken any 
ftep more effedlual for the purpofe, than he 
did, when he called upon that tribunal to 
cxapiine into offences, which fhould have 
been infinitely below its notice, and to ap- 
pear in the proceflion with a wretch, whQ 
Ihould have been punifhed in fecret by the 
vileft minifter of juftice. 

Others have given the hiftory of this 
execrable tribunal, both as to its origin and 
progrefs, together with the form of its 
proceedings, and cruel treatment of its pri- 

•f- fpners, 
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(oners. Upon thefe particulars I fhall be 
filent ; but I muft obferve, that the original 
inquifition, under the appellation cf the 
Spiritual Court, ftill exifts in England; 
where, as in Spain, the poor fuffer moft by 
the abufe of its authority, Th? ferpent 
with us appears to have loft its venom; it 
is torpid, but not dead, and fhould, zt any 
future period, our government be changed, 
it may revive, and be as deftrudlive to our 
children as it has already been to our pro- 
genitors. 

In the vicinity of Seville is a curious 
monument of antiquity, the amphitheatre 
of Italica, highly worthy the attention of 
all who are fond of fuch remains, but to 
me they were little interefting. It is an 
oval of two hundred and ninety-one feet 
by two hundred and four. If we may 
judge of Italica by the extent of its ruins, 
it was a confiderable city, and although fo 
Jittle now is to be feen above the furface 
of the foil, yet we know that formerly it 
was a bifliop's fee, and prior to that period, 
it gave birth to Trajan, to Adrian, and to 
Theodofius. 

The country round the city to a confi- 
derable 
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derable diilance lies (o low, that it is fre- 
quently overflowed, and upon fome occa- 
sions the water has been tight feet high, 
even in their habitations. The foil is 
rich, and being at the fame time very deep, 
its fertility is inexhauftiblc. The produce 
is corn, leguminous plants, hemp^ flax, 
lemons, oranges and liquorice. The quan- 
tity of this exported from Spain is faid to 
be annually not lefs than four thoufand 
quintals, or nearly two hundred tons, a 
confiderable part of which is fuppofed to 
be purchafed by the porter-brewers in Lon- 
don, Could they be prevailed upon to 
omit the cocculus indicus, they might be 
permitted to ufe the liquorice without re- 
ftraint. 

*I had the curiofity to make enquiries at 
the cuftom-houfe in London, where I 
found that the principal marts for this pro- 
duce were formerly Italy and French Flan- 
ders, but that of late the importation from 
Spain has rapidly increafcd, and that from 
being only two tons feventeen hundred 
weight three quarters and fixtecn pounds, 
in the year 1785, it became fifty eight tons 
three hundred weight one quarter and four- 
teen 
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teen pounds, in the year 1788. Thd 
whole quantity imported, I found to be as 
follows : 

1785, into London and the 
out-ports — 

1786, ditto. — 

1787, ditto, — 

1788, ditto, — 
In this period the proportion of the out- 
ports has increafed from twenty-four tons 
eleven hundred weight two quarters and 
twenty-five pounds, to fifty-five tons four- 
teen hundred weight two quarters and fif- 
teen pounds. From which circumftance we 
may coUeft, that London has taught the 
country brewers the ufe of this innocent 
and pleafant drug in making porter. 

In confequence of vapours and miafmata, 
occafioned by ftagnant water, and by fre- 
quent floods, the inhabitants of Seville and 
its neighbourhood are fubjeft to tertians, 
to putrid fevers, and to hyfterical diforders. 
The pre-difpofition to fuch difeafes may be 
likewife fought for in the quantity of cu- 
cumbers and melons confumed by them all 
the year, in confequence of which they are 

likewife 
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likewife infefted with worms, accompanied 
with epilcpiies, efpecially in the more 
youthful fubjeds. This connection I have 
frequently had occafion to obfcrve; and^ 
from this circumftancc I comprehend the 
principle on which an able phyfician is 
mentioned, in the London Pra£iice ofPbyfic^ 
to have ordered the powder of tin, in a cafe 
of epilepfy. Yet, I muft acknowledge a 
fufpicion, that the compiler of that valu- 
able work, who appears to have been fbme 
old apothecary in extenfive practice, did 
not difcover, at the time when he made a 
memorandum of the cafe, that the phyfi- 
cian was then prefcribing to the occafional 
caufe, and not to the difeafe. The fkill of 
a pradlitioner is difcerned, not merely by 
his readinefs in diftinguiftiing difeafes, but 
by his attention to their pre-difpofing 
caufes. The empyric, often fatisfied with 
prefcribing to the fymptom, is liable to be 
fatally miilaken in his diftindlions, and ne- 
ver attempts to inveftigate the caufes 
Hence it is, that the publication of for- 
mula:, fuch as thofe to which I have re- 
ferred, will never be ufeful to him, or in- 
deed to any one who has not been regularly 

bred 
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bred to the profcflion. The fcicnce of phy- 
iic is not fo cafily acquired as feme have 
imagined, and have been taught to think 
by phyficians, who, with the Appearance of 
difrntercilcdiielH and candour, have pub- 
lilhed their fyllems of domcftic medicine* 
To diftinguilh difcafcs, and to inveftigato 
their caufe, requires much knowledge, deep 
rcfledion, and a natural lagacity, to be im* 
proved by reading, and by cxtenlive prac- 
tice. Even the moft fkilful and attentive 
are fometimes miilaken; and at this we 
fhall not be furprifed, if we confidcr the 
vaft variety of difeafes, to which the hu- 
hian frame is fubjert. The bare infpedtion 
of any fyftem of nofology will be fufficicnt 
to convince a reafonable man that the fci- 
ence is abftrufe. In the No/b/ogia Metho^ 
4//M of Sauvage, we find ten clalfes, forty- 
three orders, and more than three hundred 
genera, in many of which are from ten 
to twenty fpecies, each dilHngui(hed from 
the other, and denominated by its occa-- 
fional caufe. Dr. Cullen has indeed re- 
duced the number both of genera and fpe- 
cies, by confidering many of them as lymp- 
tomatic of other difeifes> and not as idiopa- 

tliic > 
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thii I yet oven this diftindion ihewa ndoM 
ckarly the abftrulcnefs of the fcience* tod 
how liable they inuil be» who are not per« 
Ib^ly Inilrudedft to make miAakei. I have' 
dwelt upon this fubjcA^from a flrtn perfite^ 
fioni that ** fyftenis of domeftic medidne'^ 
have done much mifchief to mankind^ and 
that tlie moll dangerous idea which can be 
iu)prefled upon the mind is, that ** every 
man may be his own phyfician/' In a coun« 
try like Spuin^ a perfon not bred to tho 
profeflion may be reduced to the neceflity 
of prefcribing to his neighbours} but in 
England, this pnvttice, unlcfs in the clear* 
cil cafes, is much to be condemned. 

I have mentioned the difeuics incident to 
the inhabitants of Seville, arifing from hu« 
midity i but others there are which origin 
natc in heat. Whenever they have the So-< 
lano wind, that is, whenever the wind 
blows irom Africa, they become liable to 
pleurifies i but what is chiefly complained 
of, both by phylicians and by magiftrates, 
IS an irritability of nerves, influencing the 
monils in a variety of ways, 

Ucforc I quittcil Seville, according to my 
ufual pradtice, 1 emiuircd into tlic price of 

labour 
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labour and provifions. They are as fol* 
low: 

Day labourers, four reals and an half, or 
about lo^. 

Carpenters, from feven ' to eleven reals a 
day. ^ 

Joiners, if good workmen, twenty-four 
reals, or 4J-. gd. 

' Weavers, with diligence, will earn fif- 
. teen reals, or y^ 

. Bread, from fixteen to twenty - eight 
quartos, or 4! ^. tq 7^^. for three pounds 
of fixteen ounces. 

Beef, thirty quartos for thirty - two 
ounces, or about 44^^. a pound of fixteen 
ounces. 

Mutton, thirty- eight quartos ditto, or 

5tt^. ditto. 

Kid^ twenty-four quartos ditto, or 3!^. 
ditto. 4 

Pork, thirty-fix to forty -two quartos 
ditto, or 5tV^- to ^T^d. ditto. 

A. D. 1 73 1, the whole confumption of 
flefh in Seville was one million feven hun- 
dred ninety-two thoufand two hundred 
and feventy-nine pounds; of which the 
ccclefiaftics had eight hundred eleven thou- 
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find uidiiii»tyi-ene))oundi|free (nm tut* 
U| the poundi being hen of thtrty-twO 
outieei, or iwo pbunda eich tvoirdupol). 

The price of wheat, at diffetctlt perinlli 
and' Bt dttfitrent feafons of the yeafi hai 
been fo remarkable, that I Ihatl fubjoiti ■ 
ttble. '' 
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If we nckon the fiineg^ at one hundred 

and nine pounds ainl an lulf, And the bu(hcl 
at Jcveiity, then the higheft price, A. O. 
1652, will be equal Id \i;.'. ^ir/. the bulhel, 
and the lowc/l prkc, A, D. 1657, to U.4W. 
Ill 
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Jn l!h« correfponJmg pcrioda, as taken from 
JBwUh'i Wciilth of Natiani>> the highcft 
pric(? w 7/. td. and the lowcft 3/, 9^, Had 
the commerce of corn been unrcftraincd, 
the price in Spain could never have varied 
in fuch wide extremeti, to the dcilru(!tion 
of umnufafturea. 

When I had fatiafxed my curiofity at Se- 
vUle, and had relblved next to vilit Cadiz, 
I fent and hired the cabin of a pafliige-boat, 
which was to leave the city in the evening, 
and faUing down the Guadalquivir, was to 
arrivei in about fix and thirty hours at % 
Lucar, 

I'he common price for every paffenger 
ia eight reals, or about is. 7^. but for tha 
whok cabin I paid twenty reals, or a hard 
dollar, being a fmall fraiiUon under four 
ihiUings fterUng, In this I had no great 
bargamj becaufe my apartment wa^J not 
wore than fix feet by five, and about 
thrw feet highf My only comfort was, 
that I could ftretch mvfelf at night upon a 
hear Ikin, and faw myfelf by day feparated 
froni a multitude, i{)x\\<i of whom were not 
it^niarkable tor ckanlineft. 

Among the rabble, I obferved a young 

Z a Fran. 
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FraiKifcari friaf, tind a gcntccl French 
merchant^ who by no means iccmcd to be 
fatisficd with their iitiution. At the do- 
ling of the diiy, the vvhc^lc allcmbly joined 
in the Ave Maria, our young fViar taking 
the lead, and diitinguifhing hitnielf by the 
Arcn;;th and melody of his voice; aftc^^ 
which, he entertained the company with 
fome good Av////Vy//A/j', tiranas^ and other Spa- 
nifli longs. I was 16 well fatisficd witli his 
voice and manner, that in the morning I 
invited liim to n)y cabin, and was delighted 
to lind in liim a pleafunt and converfable 
companion. 

The wind was favourable, the fky was 
clear, and the courfe being nearly in one 
Arair,hl line, liltlc attention was required 
to thcj h(.lin. In fiuh circinnfhnccB it was 
not to b(.' wondered at, that our Palinurus, 
who h;ul been watchin;;all the night, (hould 
b*. ihi lined to nod by day. Hut vvhilft flecp 
Jiiui taken j)o(l' (Tumi of his eye^lids, his^at- 
ten! ion leemed to be awake, lor when at 
liny time, by (lie fhiiiiii;; of the wind, cither 
tlic direv'llon or de/^icc of prelfnre of tlic 
helm was varicil, he inllantly moved his 
hand, and even belore he opened Ids eye?', 

he 
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he put the veffel right. Thus it is refpedt- 
ing founds. No noife, hov^^ever violent, 
roufes thofe who are accuilomed to hear 
it; but, if it be unufual, or if it be fuch as 
would call them to aftion when awake, al- 
thou5:h moderate, it makes them flart: 
thus it feems as if the foul was capable of 
exerciling judgment during fleep. 

The country all the way, for the fpace 
of twenty leagues between Seville and S. 
Lucar, is flat, the foil is deep, and the paf- 
tures are covered with a perpetual ver- 
dure. 

In this little voyage I was fo well pleafed 
with my young friar, that I bore his ex- 
pences, agreed to take hirn for my compa- 
nion and my guide as far as Cadiz; and, 
fuch was the confidence I repofed in him, 
that when we had landed on the beach, and 
taken horfes to S. Lucar, I committed my 
baggage to his care, whilft I haftened to 
pay my compliments to our conful ; but, 
to my afloniihment, on my return, I found 
that I had been cherifhing a thief. He 
would have made an apology; but, as I 
wanted no explanation when I had ocular 
demonftration, I took, my leave, without 

Z 3 re- 
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wproaching hin ini^rfttitudei and hirihg 
liorfeR, I miule the Ixjfl: of my way towards 
Cadi/. 

The country in hilly, the foil at a lower 
level, and near the fca, h fand 1 hut all the 
intermediate Ipacc is a (lifF clay, and the 
road \H ahominahly had. The diftunce is 
fix IcagucB. 

Ahout mid-way I counted twenty tcamii 
of oxen tilling one piece of land. The 
plough is hy no meaitR fuitcd to the foil, 
having no fin to the /hare, no coulter, nor 
any mould -hoard) hut, inllcad of the latter, 
two wooden pinn. Thin, in light fand, 
may anfwcr very well, hut in certainly little 
calculated to fuhdue a ihd)l)orn clay. The 
highcfl of the hillH, cxpolctj to the meri- 
dian (uu, have vines, and the fccnc i« often 
heautifully varied hy cxlcnfivc plantatioUH 
of the olive. 

•Ah foon an I arrived at F^ierto dc Santa 
Mfiritip \ eMijuired for the pudagc-hoat to 
Cadi/. They inlnrmcd me at the pofada, 
that no wherry would pai*H that d-.iy. I> 
however, prrllrd forward to the heach, 
where 1 wus loon furiouiidcd hy a numljrr 
ol wuteru\en, who all alVurcd me, that I 

wa'i 
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was come too late for the common paffage- 
boat, but that for two hard dollars I might 
have a veffel to myfelf. Unwilling to be 
detained all day, I agreed, and was con- 
duced to a boat half filled with paflengers,. 
and, after waiting near an hour for the full 
complement, we fet fail. As the wind was 
fair, we foon made our paflagej and, on 
quitting the boat, I had the mortification 
to fee each perfon pay two reals, or four 
pence halfpenny, inftead of two hard dol- 
lars, or eight fhillings; but it was to no 
purpofe to complain. 
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TH E city of Cadiz occupies a pro- 
montory at the extremity of a pe- 
ninfula, and is joined to the ifle of Leon 
only by a caufeway. It is wafhed to the 
eaftward by the gentle waves of a well pro- 
tedled road; but, to the weftward, it is open 
and expofed to the fury of the ocean. 

The ftrectsarc narrow, yet well paved and 
clean. The moft beautiful part of the city 
looks towards the Puerto de Santa Maria^ 
where the houfes are lofty, built of white 
free-ftone, and ornamented with painted 
balconies ; they have in front a wide pa- 
rade, well gravelled, planted with trees, and 
communicating with the fea-road, where 
the merchantmen and fhips of war find 
Ihe^ter^ 

Two 



[ 345 ] 

Two confiderable fquares, one for the 
market, the other called Plaza de San An-^ 
toniof with the Calk Ancha joining to it by 
way of mall, contribute both to beauty and 
to health; and the whole city being nearly 
furrounded by a rampart, this forms an ele- 
vated, airy, and delightful walk, much fre- 
quented in the evenings. 

The mofl advantageous view of Cadiz 
and its environs may be had from the fig- 
nal tower : from hence you look immedi- 
ately down upon the houfes, whofe flat 
roofs, covered with a White cement, have a 
iingular yet moft pleafi^g appearance. To 
the weftward, you command the ocejm, 
with numerous veiTels, fqme ftretchipg 
away, others entering the harbour; and, on 
the land fide, you difcover the four inte- 
refting fea-port towns of Rola, Santa Ma- 
ri^. Port Royal, and Caraca, with the ifle 
of Leon, and the connefting caufeway, 
whilft a rich country, hanging towards the 
fetting fun, bounds the diftant profped:. 

They reckon now in Cadiz, not more 
than fixty-five thoufand nine hundred and 
eighty- feyen fouls; but, about ten years 
lince, it is faid to have contained eighty- 
five 
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five fhoufand, befide about twenty thoujfand 
people who entered daily from the fea, tind 
from the adjacent country. 

For their pavements, for tlie cleanlinefs 
of their ftrects, for a well regulated police, 
for fome of their bcft edifices, and for many 
wife inftitutions, they have been indebted 
to their late governor. Count O'Reilly. 
Previous to his appointment, this city was 
remarkable for filth and naftinefsj and 
from the miftakcn clemency of BucarelH, the 
former governor, robberies were frequently 
committed, murders were not uncommon, 
and fuch was the infolence of thieves, that 
they gave public warning to the inhabi- 
tants, not to make a noifc when they fliould 
be flopped. 

The moft diftinguiflied buildings are the 
two cathedrals, one ancient, the other not 
yet finifhcd. The former is chiefly re- 
markable for fome good pidures, and for 
its trcafurcs, confiding ofjems, filver can- 
dlcfticks and lamps, both numerous and 
bulky; three cuflodias, one of which, con- 
ftrudcd of the fincll filver, weighs fifty- 
one arrobas, or more thiui half a ton; an- 
other is mollly of folid gold. 

The 
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The new cathedral is a vaft pile, with 
large and lofty domes, and many well pro- 
portioned pillars; yet the whole appears 
heavy and difgufting. This effedl is owing 
to the fingle circumftance of its being 
loaded with a very projecting cornice, fuch 
as would not be void of elegance in a ro- 
tunda of vaft dimenfions, but by no means 
fuitable to an edifice, which abounds with 
angles. All who view this building are 
ftruck with the abfurdity of thefe prepoftc- 
rous ornaments, yet the archited v^nts re- 
folution to retrad: them. It is not, how- 
ever, impoffible, that the waves may wipe 
away this difgrace to tafte, becaufe they 
have begun their devaftations on that fide, 
and not more than ten feet are interpoied 
between the building and the fea. 

Near to the cathedral is the Plaza deToros, 
for the buU-feafts, built intirely with wood, 
making externally a mean appearance; but 
within, it is both pretty and conmiddious. 
I had been folicitous to fee the dexterify of 
the mo ft famous matador in Spain, named 
Romero, but at this feafon the bull-feafts 
are prohibited. 

Not far from hence is the obfcnratory, 

in 
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in a moft advantageous (ituation ; but un- 
fortunately the inftniments, although the 
beft that our Engliih artifts of the day 
could furnifl), are ncglcftcd, and will foon 
be ruined. 

The academy for the three noble arts of 
painting, fculpture, nnd architedlure, is at 
prcfent, as a building, fcarcely worthy of 
attention. It will, however, be removed 
into the centre of the city, when a fufficient 
fund can be provided for that purpofe. 

In the convents are a few good pictures ; 
more cfpecially in the cloifter of the Au- 
guftin friars ; and in that of the capuchins 
we find fomc moft v/orthy of attention, by 
Murillo. In the garden of the Francif- 
cans is the dragon*s-blood-tree mentioned 
by Quer, in his Botany of Spain. 

Of the three hofpitals, two arc moft re- 
markable for neatnefs; the third deferves 
reproach for filth and naftinefsj yet this 
perhaps is the bcft conducted for general 
utility. It is called the Royal or Military 
Hofpital, bccaufe defigned for foldiers, and 
has fourfcore ftudents, who are maintained 
and educated at the king's expence. It 
has a good botanical garden, and a theatre 

for 
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for diiredtions furni/hcd with fubjcifts from 
among the patients. One of the two dif- 
tinguiflied for neatntfs is fet apart for wo- 
men ; the other, dedicated to San Juan de 
Dios, and defigncd for men, is elegant. 
All the wards are paved with marble in 
checkers of black and white ; and inftead 
of white walls, of wainlcotitig, or of ftucco, 
the fides are covered with Dutch tiles. 

In this hofpital, the beds having no cur* 
tains, I faw death in all its ftages, from its 
diftant approach to its clofmg fcene i from 
ordinary difeafe to the laft and fceblcft 
Hftruggles, to the pale viflige, and the trem- 
bling lips of expiring nature. My atten- 
tion was direfted towards each dying objed: 
by a crofs at the bed's head, which indi- 
cated, that he had received the facraments 
of the eucharift, and of extreme undtion. 
To one, who had formerly walked an hol'pi* 
tal I to one, whofe office leads him to at- 
tend the dying and the dead, death muft 
naturally have loft much of its terror ; but 
the view of fo many objects of diftrcfs, 
finking under the preiTurc of difeafe, I 
muft confefs, fpread a gloom over my 
mind, fuch as no one . fhould fubjedt him- 

fclf 
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frlf tO| unU& ha in d«h«)r cftlkd to it in 
the Wfiy i)f duty, w in bleiJijd with jpeculkr 
fortitude «f nci vcfi, 

'rhry hrtva conuuonly in tlU« hotpilttl 
more thaf\ li)^ thiuiAiul p^tieiUti, md m\t 
of thrfts tlwy ^luumlly luU? uue tenth i but 
At 4irtomu iVrtfbn« the pioptM ttiw vyirirSi 

Uglide thd'e hulpitul«i tui^ th<? Jit^ki tht?ro 
i« u rctr^tit Ibr widt^Wfi, i'guiuici4 by Juftn 
Fvftgelrti ft Turkey mrr'tJmnt, burn rtt Da« 
imll^wiii An4 I'cttlcd ut C\uli«, who di«d 
A. P. 1756, agc^d unc hiindrcJ md lb«r# 
In thiii holpital forty- Jevru widowii IiAve 
iJUiih two ypt^d vooim^ wich n w«;?ckly iU»n 
luwiowi? of i'u rcalH. Th«j*y uppc^^r to lind 
in it rt t3t)n)fi)rtubKi icfu^^c. 

U1j0 mod itu<?tviUuj> cUablilhmcnt in 
C'adi/, auil thr bvll toiulu*^lt*vl ai \\\^ kijul 
in Spain, U tltc? hofpiviu. uf gcn^r4l woi ti-^ 
huui0, 'l\m biiiKling iti Ivif^v? unvl lufry, 
Uiiulftjiuti uuvl ^'oinmiHlioiiri, In it ftrc rc?- 
Cc?iviHl die pooi' of t^Viuy nation, wht) «id 
iinMblc^ tu auintaln thcmf^lvrh, unJ in th« 
llrll pluit, iiiph^uni, i|f (Irtcil tluklicn, unJ 
thr ugr.tlt whii ujc julli «l ilk' iMp.ihility lor 
labiaiii (he lilnul, tin Liiiu^ |ilut(r;, vUui 
luaJ p<;i»plc| but cipuciully ]iiicMU| wbrn 
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aged' and reduced to poverty. Even 
ikangers paffing through the city, with 
pcrmiflion of the governor, may be enter- 
tained two days. 

Neatnefs univerfally prevails, and all 
who are here- received are clean, well 
clothed, and have plenty of the beft pro- 
visions. Care is taken to inftrud: them in 
the chriftian doftrincs, and every fix months 
the young people are publicly examined. 
Their education is to read, to write, to cafl 
accounts; and fuch as manifeft abilities, 
are not only inftrudted in the principles of 
Bvgeometry, but, if they are fo inclined, are 
taught to draw. The boys are trained to 
weaving, and to various crafts; the girls 
fjpin flax, cotton, wool, knit, make lace, or 
are employed in plain work. 

Of the eight hupdred and thirty-four 
paupers provided for at the time of my 
vifiting this eftablifhment, the 21ft of 
March, 1787, tlie old men were one hun- 
dred and nine, the aged women one hun- 
dred and thirty-one, the boys two hundred 
and thirty-five, the girls one hundred and 
feventy-one, married people eighteen, idiot$ 
iind mad people, thirty-four; under cor- 
.3 redtion. 
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region, men fifty- nine, women thirty-eight; 
as fervants thirty-nine. Tfic number in* 
deed is perpetually varying; but in the 
whole of the preceding year, the rations 
of provifion were three hundred twelve 
thoufand four hundred and nine, which 
number, divided by three hundred and fixty- 
five, points out the average to have been 
eight hundred and fifty-five perfons main-- 
tained daily in this houfe. Forty-five 
looms, and fixteen ftocking frames arc 
provided for their fervicc, with a fufficient 
number of fpinning- wheels, working bench- 
es, tools for carpenters, turners, (hoemakers, # 
and taylors, a twifting mill, a fpinning jenny, 
and a machine for carding cotton. 

To encourage induftry, an account is 
kept for ciich individual, wherein he is 
made debtor to the houfe at the rate of 
three reals, or about fcven-pence a day, 
and has credit given him for all the work 
he does; and Ihould the balance be, as 
often happens, in his favour, it is paid to 
him^ whenever he can make it appear, to 
the fitisfadlion of the dircdors, that he is 
able to eftablidi himfelf without their fu- 
ture aid. I examined the accounts of 

many 



tnahy, who cleared for themfelves more 
than 'half a crown a week; and were look- 
ing out for fettlements, that they might 
marry, and gather the fruits of their own 
induftry. 

Adjoining to the houie is a fpacious fhop 
for the accommodation of all who are 
willing to work; wherein are provided pro- 
per implements, and raw materials; and 
the moment ?ny one has completed his 
work, he receives the *price of his labour, 
without any deduftion, being at liberty not 
only to lodge where he pleafes, but to 
Itipend his gains according to his fancy. 
Here I counted more than feventy young 
people at their wheels. 

But becaufe many, who would work, 
are indifpenfably confined at home, where, 
from poverty, they are unable to procure 
either wheels or wool j the governors pro-* 
vide both, and pay them, without any de- 
du(5lion, for their work. By thefe means, 
when I was there, of three hundred and 
forty-eight families, more than five hun- 
dred fouls, were trained to induftry. The 
dired:ors informed me of three children, 
the eldeft nine years of age, who by fpin- 
VoL. IL A a ning 
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ning gained fix reals, that is more than 
fourteen -pence a day, and maintained a 
paralytic father. 

Not (atisficd with thcfe exertions, they 
have eftablifhed fchools in the diflant 
quarters of the city, on the lame plan; 
and, providing the beft mailers in every 
branch of bufmefs, which they wifli to 
cultivate, they admit freely all who arc d«- 
firous of being taught. 

It is their intention to pick out from the 
brighteft of the boys the beft draftfmen, 
and having inftruded them in the various 
' languages of Europe, to make them travel ^ 
for the acquifition of knowledge, and the 
advancement of manufadlures. 

As the furrounding parifhes may not find 
it convenient to adopt iimilar inftitutions 
on a fnialler fcale, therefore they receive 
the infants, the aged, and the infirm, from 
any of them, on condition of being paid in 
due proportion for their board. 

The management is vefted in twelve 
directors, wlio are prefided over by the 
governor of the city for the time being, 
with power to fill up of themfelves any 
vacancy which may happen in their body. 
Of thefe, fix take the general overfight of 

the 
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the various departments; the othef li^ 
have each a feparate charge, that every one 
may enjoy, without another to (hare it 
with him, the applaufe which his zeal de- 
ferves. One is accomptant general; an- 
other is treafurer; a third is fteward, to 
coUedt the rents, and to manage the re- 
venue; a fourth has the overfight of ma- 
nufaftures; the fifth takes the charge of 
the provifions; and the fixth provides the 
raiment* 

All their accounts are clear, diftindt, and 
kept with moft minute exadtnefs. 
^ The fources of their revenue are from 
voluntary contributions, legacies, a tax of 
one real a fanega on all the wheat.brought 
into the city, and from the produce of la- 
bour in the houfe. The whole expence, 
in the year 1786, was one million three 
hundred and eighty-five thoufand reals, 
viz. 





Reals vellon* 


Provifions 


541,640 


Clothes 


58,409 


Salaries 


66,590 


Sundries ' -- 


718,361 



1,385,000 reals vellon. 
A a 2 Which, 
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Which, dividing by one hundred, that is 
by cutting off two figures from the right;, 
leaves thirteen thoufand eight hundred and 
fifty pounds. 

The preceding year the clothing was 
nearly three times as much; but the other 
expences ditFcrcd little from the year now 
under examination. If we take the ave- 
rage at eight hundred and fifty perfons, we 
/hall find the food for each amounting to 
fix hundred and thirty-feven reals, or fix 
pounds fcven fliillings and four pence, and 
the clothes to thirteen fliillings and eight 
pence. But in order to find out the whole 
expence on account of each individual, vvc 
mufl confidcT, that during the three years 
fince the hofpicio was firft opened, the 
goods unfold in the magazines amount to 
four hundred and feventy-thrce thoufand 
one hundred and fifty-one reals, which 
being divided by three, gives one hundred 
and fifty-fevcn thoufand fevcn hundred 
and feventcen for the proportion of one 
year. Now this being dedudlcd from one 
million three hundred and eighty-five 
thoufand, leaves one million two hundred 
and twenty-fcven thoufand two hundred 

and 
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and eighty-three as the expence of the 
public for the year 1786, and this, divided 
by eight hundred and fifty, gives one thou- 
fand four hundred and forty-three reals, or 
fourteen pounds eight (hillings and {even 
pence for the expence of each, not includ- 
ing the produce of his labour. 

This accumulation of goods in their ma- 
gazines arifes from the want of a market. 
Public bodies being deficient in watchful- 
nefs, adiivity, and zeal, labour under this' 
difadvantage, and will never find a vent for 
their commodities, unlefs at a price greatly 
inferior to what private manufafturers will 
be able to obtain. From hence arifes one 
argument againft fuch eftabliflhments ; but 
although ftrong, it is by no means the 
ftrongeft, becaufe univerfally people in con- 
finement, and deprived of liberty, eat too' 
much, and work too little. This beyond a 
quefiiion is the cafe at Cadiz, in the hof- 
picio, in which they have ninety-two holi- 
days allowed them, and in which the ex- 
pence of food and raiment is double what it 
fliould be. 

In the condufl: of this eftablifliment we 
find many thing* highly to be commended, 

A a 3 and 
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and in the firft place we muft admire 

the adivity and zeal of the dire<^ors. 

That gentlemen of diftinguiftied talents, 

and men of bufinefs, fhould be animated 

with fuch zeal for the public good, as to 

devote a confidcrable portion of their time 

to it, and afTenible every evening to fuper- 

intend this work, can never be fufficiently 

applauded. In the detail of this bufinefs 

we difcover not only zeal, but zeal well 

direded for the beft of purpofcs. Nothing 

can be more worthy of imitation than the 

public work-fhop, with the pradice of 

providing wheels and wool for thofe who 

are confined at home; nor can any thing 

more cffedually excite the ingenuous mind 

to induftry than the idea that he fhall be 

rewarded for his pains, and in the iflue 

reap the fruits of his own exertions. But 

inalmuch as many among the lower clafles 

arc deftitute of generous fcntiments, and 

as moft of them have, by their fupinenefs, 

reduced thcmfelves to diftrefs and poverty; 

the regulation introduced into one of our 

workhoufcs at Bradford, in Wiltfhire, by a 

moft ingenious manager, may perlaaps, and, 

I apprehend, undoubtedly w^will, be found 

preferable 
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jwreferaWe, for general utility. He calcu- 
lates what every one is capable of earning, 
without oppreflion, and accordingly ap- 
points the morning and the evening tafk, 
which muft be performed before they 
either eat or drink. When this tafk is 
accomplifhed, whatever more they earn, 
they immediately receive. From this con- 
dud: of the manager, the poor feel con- 
ftantly the two-fold incentive of hope and 
fear, which certainly is much better for 
them than to be under the influence of one 
motive only, and that more remote. His 
plan is to receive and to relieve the poor 
in the hour of diftrefs ; but at the fame time 
to teach them induftry, and to get rid of 
them as foon as poflible. 

In certain circumftances it may be wife 
to take children from their parents, and to 
educate them in public feminaries; but 
then it fhould be remembered, that thus 
trained up they are feldom hardy, and that 
they have never been found to make good 
domeftics ; nor are they qualified to rear a 
family, like thofe who have been bred up 
in cottages, and have, from their infancy, 

A a 4 been 
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been taught to turn their hands to every 
kind of work. 

To take old people from their families, 
and, under pretence of providing better for 
their wants, to rob them of thofe endear- 
ments, and that tender care which they 
would have received from tlieir ncareft re- 
latives and friends, is cruel in the extreme; 
and to leave empty a wretched cottage, or 
a miferable bed, for the reception of frefh 
wretchednefs and milery, is fo far from 
being either politic or wife, that no condudt 
can be more remote from wifdom and 
found policy. If, the moment you had 
provided for the objed: of diftrefs, you were 
to pull down the habitation, and fct fire to 
the bed; if you were to dcftroy the neft^ 
which nothing but wretchednefs can oc- 
cupy, the cafe would then be different. 
The principle on which is built this ob- 
fcrvation, being little undcrftood, and lefs 
attended to, I fliall endeavour to explain 
it. 

If we fuppofe, in a good climate, with 
plenty of food and healthy habitations, the 
number of children in each family on the 
average to be four, and the mean age to 

which 
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which they /hall arrive to be fifty years; if 
the men fhould marry at the age of twenty- 
one, and the women at nineteen, then one 
couple, at the end of thirty-three years, 
will leave twelve defendants. In fifty- 
nine years there will be twenty-four per- 
fons; and at the end of one hundred and 
twenty-nine years, one hundred and eighty- 
eight, or ninety, four times their firft 
number. Father Feyjoo relates, that 
A. D. 1590, one man and four women 
cfcaped from fliipwreck, landed in the ifle 
of Pines, near Madagafcar, where, finding 
plenty of good fruit, they became, when 
difcovered by the Dutch, twelve thoufand. 
Should any one conceive either this fadl to 
be miftated, or my fuppofition to go much 
beyond the mark, he is welcome to reduce 
the number as low as he plcafcs, provided 
he leaves me in poflbflion of this principle, 
that in certain circumftanccs and in given 
periods, men will multiply in proportion to 
their food. 

We are informed that the Ifraclitcs, 
when they came into Egypt, were fcventy 
fouls; that they remained in the land of 
CJofhen four hundred and thirty years, and 

that 



thdt when they tirprtrted, omitting the T#f* 
vitr.% thr Amoitnt ot* all thrtt were fthle tn 
go out to Writ- \HM fix hundred rtud three 

thou fund five hundred And fifty mti/^^t. of 

It 

twenty yefirn old rtnd upward!*. From 
thefe diitji we rtirty toniUtde, thrtt the Ifra^ 
elites douhlcd their numherB every twettty^ 
feven ycftr», or neArly within that term* 

The populrttion in Noi*th*Aiticriert dou- 
Wen every five And twenty yrarR \ h\it i!\ 
fome provinceR every fifteen yeArs, In mo- 
dern Europe it requircwi Accorditig to Dr. 
Smith, five himdred yeArw to do\ihle the 
mtmher of its inhrthitAntP. The reAfim 
of thiB heoomes ohviouPi if we caU to mind 
the principles on whieh depend the pro- 
pAgAtion of the IpecieR, Atul the cAuleR hy 
which itN progrelR mAy he retArdcd, or Al- 
together liiniteth ^rhefc Arc, 

id:, Wnnt of food, as cmi the highlAnds 
of SrotlAnd, where a won^tn will hring 
twenty children, And rcAr oidy twnj or in 
the woodH Among the hunting t» ihrp i or 
even in the mod highly cultivAtcd tountiy, 
when the populiition is AtlvAUtrd to thr 
iitioofi nhilify o( the (oil to no\ni(h, likr 
MS in I'hiiirU where nuiuhers Are expotird. 
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and perifli in their infancy, for want of 
food, and where many are deterred from 
marriage by the fear of wanting bread. 

2d, Difeafes, either peculiar to the cli- 
mate as at Senegal and at Batavia ; or in- 
duced, as at Conftantinople, and even in 
London, by infedtion, foul air, confinement, 
and bad nurfing: difeafes not confined to 
woods, not ravaging the favage tribes alone, 
but fpreading with more fatal virulence in 
great, in rich, and in luxurious cities, 

3d, Want of commerce for the promotion 
of induftry, and of a market for the furplus 
of its produce. 

4th, War in all its forms, whether car- 
ried on by uncultivated or by poliflied na- 
tions, cither for plunder, for conqueft, or 
for the extenfion of commerce. 

5th, Superftitious ' vows impofed on the 
monaftic orders, and celibacy enjoined the 
priefthood. 

6th, Emigration of the breeding flock, 
and transference of capitals, arifing cither 
from a bad police, or from a vicious form of 
government, and the want of that fecurity 
of pcrfon and of property which can be 
enjoyed only where freedom reigns ; that 

is. 
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IS, where men are fure of being protc<fled 
from the opprcflion of arbitrary power, 
and are fubjeft to none but wife and equi- 
table laws. 

7th, Want of land, or the opportunity of 
acquiring it by induftry. 

8th, Want of habitations. 

Now in proportion as you remove thefe 
obftacles, your population will advance ; 
when, therefore, it is your objed: to increafe 
the number of your people, the way to 
accomplifti this is obvious, and the taik in 
Spain, under a wife government, would be 
eafy; but when the queftion is, how to 
banilh poverty and wretchedncfs, hoc opus^ 
kic Ichor ejL Yet in the inveftigation of 
thivS quellion we have one general principle 
to guide uv, y increafe the quantity of food, 
or where that is limited, prefcribe bounds 
to population. In a fully peopled countr)% 
to (:x\\ that 110 one fhall fufFer want is ab^ 
furd. Could you fupply their wants, you 
would Icon double their numbers, and ad- 
vance your population ad injinitwUy v/hich 
is contrary to the fuppofition. It is indeed 
polTible to banilh hunger, and to fupply 
that want at the expence of another; but 

thei^ 
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then you muft determine the proportion 
that Ihall marry, becaufe you will have no 
other way to h'mit the number of your 
people. No human efforts will get rid of 
this dilemma; nor will men ever find a 
method, either more natural, or better in 
any refped:, than to leave one appetite to 
regulate another. 

Having already enlarged upon this fubjeft 
in a feparate treatife, I (hall here only lay 
down general rules, by which we may form 
a proper judgment of the workhoufe in 
Cadiz. 

To inftitute public ihops, where the in- 
duftrious may at all times find employment, 
is benevolent and wife : to fupply them at 
home with implements and raw matqrials 
is politic; but to exped: a profit from the 
labour of people in confinement is abfurd. 

To fupply the indigent with food and 
raiment, provided you thereby do not off'er 
a premium to indolence, prodigality, and 
vice, is falutary. 

To corredt the lazy and the fpcnd thrift, 
to fliut them up in houfes of confinement 
till they have acquired habits of fobriety 
and induftry, is both juft and prudent; but 

in 
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in fuch cftablifhments, to feed, to clothe, 
to lodge them better than the fober and 
the dUigent are lodged, are clothed, arc 
fed, is not agreeable to any principles of 
equity, and is inconfiftent with found po- 
licy. 

Upon the grounds already ftatcd, I may 

venture to predift, that notwithftanding 

the zeal and efforts of the gentlemen who 

fuperintend the general workhoufe at Cadiz, 

and in fpite of all their wife regulations, 

unlefs the people in it arc compelled to 

work more, and have lefs to eat, in a 

courfc of years the city will be nearly as 

full of beggars as before the foundation of 

this houfe was laid. For whilft all the 

habitations, now recently emptied, remain 

to receive new tenants in fimilar diftrel> 

with thofe who quitted them, and whilft 

fuch a comfortable refuge is at hand for 

them, indolence, prodigality, and vice will 

have nothing to fear, but every thing to 

hope; and the moft improvident will not 

hefitate to contract thofe bands on which 

the propagation of their race depends. 

I cannot quit the hofpicio, without 
taking notice of the kitchen, on account of 

its 
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its fingul^r ftrudlure. The chimney Is an 
octagon, in the middle of the room, fur- 
rounded by fix teen ftoves, eight of them 
large, and contiguous to it, and as liiany 
iinall, communicating by means of flues. 
The larger ftoves are three feet diameter, 
by three and an half in depth. Under the 
kitchen is a cellar to receive the afhes. 

The merchants of this city, ever fince 
the commerce of Peru and Mexico v^as 
tranfported here from Seville, have rifen in 
confideration ; but, in the prefent moment, 
they have received a fevere fhock by the 
removal of the barrier which had fecured 
that monopoly to them. The confequence 
has been, a glutted market in the Tranf-at- 
lantic colonies, many failures in Cadiz, and 
not a few in thofe cities which have ea- 
gisrly engaged in new and flattering enter- 
prizes, without fufficient capitals to ftand 
the (hock of competition, and the heavy 
lofles inevitable upon the firfl laying open 
of an extenfive commerce. 

The Spanifh government has never yet 
acquired any liberal ideas refpeding trade^ 
and even at the prefent moment, ibme of 
their beft political writers refemble lag 

houadiff 
5 
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hounds hunting the ftale fcent, whilft the 
flcctcft arc already in poflellion of the 
game. Inllcad of throwing down every 
ohftadj to commerce, they labour to con- 
trad: its limits, under the vain hope of efla- 
blilhing a monopoly, without confidering 
cither their own want of capital, of induf- 
trv, and of an enterpriling fpirit, or the ut- 
ter impollibility of preventing fmuggling, 
V hilft other nations, with greater advan- 
tages for trade, can underfell them in the 
market. Until they ihall be more cnlight- 
criCd, until they Ih.all have bani(hed their 
ininiiiitors, and until the happy period fhall 
arrive, when, under the protection of a free 
yovcrni^^ent, tliey lljall have reftored public 
credit, ail tlieir prohibitions, all their feve- 
ritiLS cxerciKd on the property and perfons 
of the illicit traders, all their commercial 
treaties, and all tlieir commercial wars, into 
which ambition may betray them, will be 
frivolous and vain; bccaufo no efforts will 
ever prcv.iii iv.^innft tlie united intereils of 
iheir own rubiecls, ami of all furroundini^ 
natior.i^. 

Even at home, the watchfulnefs and 
cncrf/y ot eo\ ernmcnt hath never been able 

to 
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to enforce its prohibitions; for, notwith- 
ftanding thefe, when I was travelling 
through Spain, all the men appeared in 
Manchefter cotton goods, and no woman 
was without her muflin veil. In Spain, as 
throughout Europe, it is found, that when 
the price of infurance is lefs than the du- 
ties impofed ' on the commodity, no laws 
are fufficient to control the operations of 
illicit traders. 

Previous to the year 1720, the commerce 
of America was confined to Seville, not ixj/* 
tentionally, but by a regulation of Charles 
V. in the year 1529, who, intending to lay 
that commerce open for all his fubjedts of 
Caftille, permitted merchants to freight 
their fhips from the chief ports of Bifcay, 
of the Afturias, and of Gallicia, with Ma- 
laga and Carthagena, provided they return- 
ed to Seville, under penalty of death, and 
confifcation of their cargoes, in cafe of non- 
compliance with that abfurd injunction. 
As for the cities belonging to the crown of 
Arragon, they were wholly excluded from 
the commerce of America, and could reap 
no advantage from the newly difcovered 
continent. In confequence of thefe regu- 
VoL. II. B b lations. 
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iations, and the heavy duties of twenty per 
cent« inipoied on all goods exported to 
America, or imported from it, befidc the 
duty of tonnage on the veflels, the contra- 
band trade became fo lucrative, and of 
courfe fo extenfive in its operations, that 
little could be carried on to advantage un- 
der the fandion of the laws, 

A. D. 1720, the emporium was changed, 
and the commerce, which for two centu- 
ries had proved a fource of wealth to Se- 
ville, was tranilated to Cadiz. At the fame 
time tlie duties were lowered, and, inllead 
of twenty per cent, on exports, rated ac- 
cording to their value, all bale goods and 
boxes paid a fettled tonnage of five reals 
{ind an half of plate for the cubic palm, 
without examination, or any confideration, 
cither of the nature or the quality of the 
articles contained in them. -The tonnage 
varied according to a table comprehending 
the fixteen ports of Spanifh America, being 
different in each. The inexpediency of 
thefe regulations is too obvious to efcape 
unnoticed by the reader. 
. Thefe were not, however, the only mif- 
takes made by the Spanilh government in 

its 
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its commerce with the colonics; for, inftead 
of difpatching fmall veflels frequently, as 
the market might require, previous to the 
year 1740, the whole trade was carried on 
by twenty- feven galleons, and flotas to the 
number of about twenty- three ; the former 
failing annually to Porto Bello, the latter, 
once in three years, to Vera Cruz; the 
former for the commerce of Peru, the lat- 
ter for that of Mexico ; the finalleft veflel 
being about five hundred and fifty tons, the 
others from eight hundred to one thou- 
fand. 

The galleons firft touched at Carthagena 
for the convenience of the merchants of 
Popayan and Santa F^, who brought gold 
and bezoar ftones, carrying back with 
them, in exchange, provifions and Euro- 
.pean goods. But the principal mart was 
Porto Bello, a town fituated in fuch a bar- 
ren country, and fubjed: to fuch noxious 
3rapours, that, except during the annual 
fair, which lafted forty days, it was deferted. 
Hither the merchants brought their gold 
and filver, with Peruvian bark, and Vicuna 
wool; .and beyond this the Spanifh trader 
i:ould not fend his goods, nor could the 
V . _ B b 2 Peru- 
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Peruvians difpofe of theirs, upon their own 
account, in Spain. 

The EngUlh, by an article in the peace 
of Utrecht, had the privilege of fending 
annually a (hip of five hundred tons to 
Porto Bello, loaded with all kinds of mer- 
chandife ; but under covert of this indul- 
gence they commonly freighted one of twice 
that burthen, accompanied by tenders from 
Jamaica, with which, when near the port, 
they exchanged provifions for piece goods ; 
and by that contrivance, ufually carried 
more articles of commerce than five or fix 
of the Spanifh fleet. From A. D. 1737, 
the fair, and, together with it, Panama and 
Porto Bello, have declined. 

As long as the court confined the 
trade of Peru to galleons, it gradually de- 
creafed, infomuch that inllead of employ- 
ing fifteen thoufand tons, it was funk, in 
the year 1740, to lefs than two thoufand. 
(^. Campomanes Educacion popukir!). But 
no fooner had the marquis de la Enfenada 
fubftituted regifter fhips in the place of gal- 
leons, than the trade revived; and when, in 
the year 1765, the barriers were in part 
removed, and all Spain, the provinces of 

Bifcay 
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Bifcay alone excepted, was permitted ta 
fend its produdions to Jucatan and the 
windward iflands of Margarita and Trini- 
dad; and when, inftead of the duties of the 
tonelada and palmeo, only fix per cent, was 
liaid upon all goods exported, the com- 
merce, which had been like the fummer's 
brook, foon refembled a great river, and 
enriched all the countries through which 
it flowed* 

. In confequence of the benefits received 
by the partial removal of thefe impedi- 
ments to commerce, which were clearly and 
powerfully ftated by count Campomanes,^ 
government, although reludtantly, at laft 
(A. D. 1 778) confented to lay open the trade 
of America to all its fubjedts, thofe alone 
excepted, who, not being bound by the ge- 
neral laws of the peninfula, could not fafely 
be admitted to the enjoyment of this pri- 
vilege. The inhabitants of Bifcay have re- 
ceived, however, ample compenfation for 
their lofs in the peculiar immunities which 
they inherit from their fathers, and more 
eip^cially in the freedom of their ports. 

Such have been the general regulations. 
jBut Spain, lilce England, and other nations 

B b 3 of 
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of Europe, has granted, from time to time, 
cxclufive privileges to chartered companies, 
not only to the injury of its citizens at 
large, and of its manufafturers in particu- 
lar, but to the oppreffion of thofc provinces 
which have been fubjedlcd to a monopoly. 
If a country could be found uncivilized, yet 
free, and abounding with capitals unem- 
ployed in trade; or if large fums were re- 
quired for hazardous undertakings, more 
than could be raifed on the credit of a pri- 
vate company, in fuch a cafe, the grant of 
a monopoly, with peculiar privileges, might 
be endured; but that a trade, once open, 
(hould be confined for the benefit of a few, 
to the difadvantage of the many, is incon- 
.fiftent with every principle of equit)% and 
of commercial policy. 

A. D. 1728, Philip V. granted by char- 
ter to a company, taking the name of Gui- 
puzcoa, the excluiive trade of Caraccas, in 
the province of Venezuela, with the privi- 
lege of refhipping, by fmaller vefTels, all 
its furplus commodities for Cumana and 
Guayana,with Trinidad and Margarita, two 
iflands at the mouth of the Oronoco, that 
this company might exchange European 

goods 
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goods for gold, filver, hides^ cacao, fugar, 
and fuch other fruits as thefe countries 
produced; but in the event, cacao became 
their ftaple commodity. A. D. 1752, the 
province of Maracaybo was added to theit 
grant. 

This company at firfl: employed twelve 
veflels to carry on its trade, with nineteen 
to guard the coaft from fmugglers, varying 
thefe numbers as fuited their convenience ; 
and for both thefe purpofes they engaged 
two thoufand five hundred feamen. Such 
an expence, with the heavy charge of ma- 
nagement by directors, fupercargoes, fac- 
tors, agents, clerks, &c. &c. required con- 
fiderable profits, beyond what the private 
adventurer would have been happy to re- 
ceive, had the trade been free ; and there- 
fore, as was mofl: natural, produced exac- 
tion operating again ft the colonift, a con- 
tracted commerce checking the manufactu- 
rer at home, and feverities exercifed in vain 
to reftrain the operations of the illicit 
trader, {v. Campomanes Educ. pop.). 

The ports they ufed in Spain were S. 
Sebaftian and Cadiz,, into which, in five 
years, from 1770 to 1774, they imported 

B b 4 one 
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one hundred feventy nine thou^d one 
hundred and fifty -fix fanegas of cacao^ 
each fanega being one hundred and ten 
Caflillian pounds; and by this large im- 
portation funk the price of chocolate in 
Spain to one-half of what it had been be- 
fore. 

The cacao is the fruit of the Theobroma 
foliis integerrimis^ one of the Polyadelphia 
Pentandria, and flourifhes m America be- 
tween the tropics, but more efpecially in 
the province of Venezuela. The fruit grows 
on the trunk and on the branches, and ne- 
ver fails at any feafon of the year. In 
Spain they mix fix pounds of the nut with 
three pounds or three and an half of fugar, 
feven pods of vanillas, one pound and an 
half of Indian corn, and half a pound of 
cinnamon, fix cloves, one drachm of cap- 
ficum, fome roucou nut, to improve the 
colour, and a fmall portion of mufk, or am- 
bergris, to give it a pleafant fcent. Some 
people, however, ufe only the nut, witli 
fugar and cinnamon. The Indians, to one 
pound of the nut put half a pound of In- 
dian corn, with an equal quantity of fugar, 
and fome rofe- water. 

The 
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The vanillas are pods filled with minute 
feeds, from a parafitical climbing plant, de- 
fcribed under the name of Epidendrum Va^ 
nillia^ Sp. PI. 1 347, belonging to the Gy-^ 
nandrous clafs, {y. Pulteney's View of thp 
Writings of Linnaeus.) 

A. D. ^780, the Carraccas company re- 
ceived the fevereft fhock in the capture of 
a rich convoy by Lord Rodney, valued at 
more than two hundred thoufand pounds; 
and a few years after, their capital was ab- 
forbed in a new cftablifhraent, called the 
Company of the Philippines, 

This company, inftituted agreeably to 
the ideas fuggefted by the Abbe Rayiial, 
in his view of the European fettlements, 
took its rife in the year 1785, with a ca- 
pital of twelve hundred thoufand pounds, 
and with valuable privileges granted to it for 
a term of twenty-five years. Previous to 
this eftablifliment, two ihips failed an- 
nually, one from Acapulco, a fea-port of 
Mexico, and crofling the Pacific Ocean, 
carried the treafures of America to the 
Philippines; the other, returning by the 
fame courfe from Manilla, the capital of 
Luconia, came to Acapulco, where it was 

met 
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met by vcflTcls from Lima, loaded with 
cacao, quickfilver, and hard dollars; in 
barter for which the merchants fent back 
china ware, fpices, perfumes, filk, callicoes, 
muflins, and printed linens, the produce of 
theEaft. 

When the Philippine company began its 
operations, this traffic ceafed; and now, 
under the fpecious idea of faving time, 
with freight and infurance, required in con« 
veying the gold and filvcr of Peru and 
Mexico, by Europe to the caft, thefe pre- 
cious metals are fent diredtly weftward to 
the place of their final deftination, whilft 
the more bulky and pcrifliable produce of 
the Eaft, to the fame amount in value, is 
diverted from its former courfe, and made 
to defcribe, in the oppofite direction, that 
fegment of the circle which had anciently 
been traced by their filver and their gold. 

The Philippine iflands, almoft innumer- 
able, and caft up by volcanos, are healthy, 
fertile, and, befidc all the grains of Europe, 
produce gold, copper, iron, fliip- timber, 
hemp, alum, fdlt-petre, cattle, hides, fago, 
rice, raifms, cacao, fugar, tobacco, wax, 
fi(h, and couries, which are the money of 

Indoftan. 
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Indoftan. Thcfc, with the lilvcr, iridigo, 
and cochineal of America, the company 
barters with the inhabitants of Afia for 
muflins, cottons, filks, fpices, tea, quick- 
filvcr, and china ware, which, with the 
fuperabundant produce of the illands, arc 
now brought by the Cape of Good Hope to 
Euro}x-, and are admitted under eafy duties 
into Spain, with a drawback of one-third 
on their exportation. 

Nothing could be more flattering to the 
hopes of the mlnifter, than a plan apparent- 
ly fo well contrived, and carried on under 
the aufpices of a moft able and entcrpriling 
foreigner, who had already lignalized him- 
felf by the formation of the bank. Yet 
plcaling as the profpcrt was, all his hopes, 
and all the cXpedations of the nation arc 
upon the jH)int of vanifliing. With heavy 
charges of adminiflration, with every dif- 
advantagc in the purchafe of commodities, 
the chief articles of trade are either fpoiling 
for want of a market, or fold to a conlider- 
able lofs. As for tea, they never ufc it| 
china ware is little in requeft ; the filks, the 
mulUns, and the cotton goods, whilft they 
could find purchafers, had a tendency to 

dcltroy 
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deilroy their favourite manufadtures ; and 
now9 fince thefe latter articles mufl abide 
the ifiue of a fair competition with the 
Engliih^ the company may be faid to have 
received its mortal wound. 

In a country fubjedt to defpotic power, 
if the minifter of the day will purchafe 
confidence, he muft bid high for it; if he 
will have trading companies incorporated, 
with commanding capitals, he muft grant 
them monopolies, with exclufive privileges, 
inconfiftent with the general good. Yet 
after all, fuch companies will hold thefe 
privileges by a moft uncertain tenure, and 
when they come to balance their accounts, 
may find, that whilfl they flattered them- 
felves with the hope of gaining more than 
jufl and reafonable intereft for their money, 
they have loft the capital itfelf. 

Should this be the event with the Phi- 
lippine company, the nation will have rea- 
fon to rejoice, and the private merchant 
may triumph in its fall, not on account of 
its oftenfibly exclufive privileges, but be- 
caufe the whole of America and of Africa 
being open to its fpeculations, no limited 
capitals can ftand a competition with it in 

the 
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the market. Ha4 they met with the Sup- 
port they had reafon to expeft, they muft 
have fwallowed up the whole trade of Spain, 
and in the i/fiie have been the ruin of that 
country. 

They have already extended their opera- 
tions to Vera Cruz, to Buenos Ayres, and 
to moft fea-ports of America, and at the 
prefent moment they are purchafing ilaves 
on the coaft. of Africa. Thefe formerly 
were fupplied by the Englifh, agreeably to 
an article in the peace of Utrecht, known 
by the name of the Ajjiento. After the 
expiration of this grant, various contrails 
have been made, and among others, one 
recently with Dawfon and Baker, of Li- 
verpool, who have agreed to furnilh three 
thoufand annually to the Spanifh iflands, 
and upon this contract have received three 
hundred thoufand pounds for thofe they 
have fupplied already. 

The treatment of the negroes in the 
Spanifli fettlements is fo humane, fo wife, 
fo juft, and fo perfectly agreeable to the 
principles of political ceconomy, that I 
rejoice in the opportunity of giving to their 
government the praife which is fo pecu- 
liarly 
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liarly its due. The flavc, both in his per- 
{on and his property, is under the protec- 
tion of the laws, and retains the right of 
redemption upon equitable |prms. Thefe 
are fettled by arbitrators, the flave having 
the privilege of choofing one, and the 
mafter having the nomination of the other; 
and in cafe of their difagrecmcnt, the judge 
fixes upon a third. 

As to acquifition of property, it is ren- 
dered eafy to the flave, if he has either in- 
duilry,'or any dcfire to be free ; becaufe he 
may claim the numerous feftivals, befide 
two hours in the middle of the day, to cul- 
tivate his garden, to feed his poultry and 
his pigs, and to carry his commodities to 
market. 

Is not this regulation more beneficial to 
the whole community, than if all the flaves 
indifcriminately were reftored to freedom ? 
In the Spimilli iflands its good efFedls have 
been experienced to fuch a degree, that 
moft of the artificers, the tradefmen, and 
mechanics, are negroes, who by their in- 
duftry and frugality, or by their Angular 
fidelity, have obtained their freedom ; -land 
to the credit of tliis inflitution it has been 

obferved. 
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obferved, that two of the beft battalions at 
the Havannah are compofed of blacks, who 
have been flaves. 

It were much to be wifhed that we 
might be warranted, with equal juftice, to 
beftow commendations on the Spanifh 
court for liberality of condudl towards the 
colonies ; but unfortunately, the fame fpirit 
of monopoly prevails in that, as in the 
other courts of Europe, the fame narrow 
policy, the fame contracted views; pro- 
ducing both at home and abroad languifhing 
manufadlures, a crippled trade, with poverty 
and want of population, and in the colo- 
nies, difcon tents, tending towards difmem- 
berment of empire. 

In confequence of oppreffive regulations 
attempted in Peru, that rich province was 
well nigh loft to Spain, if its political repa- 
ration may be confidered as a lofs. For 
the Marquis de Sonora, to whofe memory 
is due much encomium for his removal of 
impediments to trade, and for many regu- 
lations highly beneficial to the commerce 
of his country, when he attempted to efta- 
blifti in Peru a royal monopoly of tobacco, 
with fome tax^s odipus to the people, he 

4 *^ kindled 



[ 3^4 ] 

kindled the flames of civil war, (A. D. 1781) 
and had it not been for the indifcretion of 
the rebellious chief, the event would have 
been the fame which England experienced 
upon a fmiilar occafion. The 'leader of 
this revolt was Tupacamaro, cafique of 
Arequipa, who, pretending to derive his 
origin from the facred line, and to be de- 
fcended from the fun, called himfelf the 
Ynca. He had met with friendfliip and 
protection from the corregidor ; yet he be- 
gan his revolt by caufing this man to be 
hanged; and fuch were the numerous in- 
ftances of his cruelty and devaftations com- 
mittcd on the perfons and the property of 
both foes and friends, that many of the 
Indians joined with government againft 
him. He was at laft taken prifoner, and 
hanged ; and by his death a period was put 
to the civil war, yet not till more than two 
hundred thoufand perfons had periflied in 
the conflidt. 

The minifter of the Indies rendered ef- 
fential fervice to the mines, by lowering the 
price of quickfilver from eighty hard dollars 
to forty-one, that is, to eight pounds four 
ftiiUings the quintal or hundred weight. 

The 
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The mines of Spain, chiefly that of Alma- 
den^ formerly produced a fufficient quan- 
tity of this femi-metal for the coloniefe 
They were at that time under the dircd:ion 
of the famous Bowles, an Irifliman of fin- 
gular abilities, and of fuch integrity, that 
after having gained millions for the king, 
his widow has been left to fpend the refidue 
of her days in poverty. At prelent, Spain 
can furnifti only fixteen thoufand quintals, 
and therefore, to fupply the deficiency, a 
contraft has been made with the count dc 
Greppi, the imperial conful at Gadiz> for 
twelve thoufand quintals annually, for 
which government agrees to give fifty- 
three hard dollars, felling it again at fixty- 
three. There was indeed a good mine of 
quickfilver at ^ancavelica^ in Peru ; but, 
by covetoufnefs and bad management, it 
fell in, and was loft. Even after this, Ul- 
loa might have re-eftablifhed it, had he not 
been fo indifcreet as to detedt and to oppofc 
the mal-adminiftration of fome men who 
were in power. 

In confequcnce of thus reducing the 
price of quickfilver, and lowering the tri- 
bute of gold to one in, twenty, and of fil- 
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vcr Id one In ten, Inflead of taking, a& fbr- 

frly, twenty per cent, on ciich, ihfc {A^uce 
both increafed, and in Mexico, A. D^ 
1776, double the ufual quantify of filvct 
was coined, amounting to more than two 
millions and an half of flerling money. 

The whole produce of the Spanifh Ynines 
in America amounted, in the year 15^76, 
to thirty millions of dollars^ or, in fttjHing, 
four millions and an half; but in the fpace 
of fi)c years it rofe confiderably, and is now 
ftated at five millions four hundred thou- 
fand pounds. 

On the lirft difcovery of America, this 
treafure centered in Spain; and, as far as 
laws could operate, was confined to the pc- 
ninfula. The confequence of this was, the 
ruin of their manufadlures at hortie; for, as 
the cortes juftly complained to the empe- 
ror Cliarlcs V. the quantity of gold and 
filver in ftagnation there, raifed the price 
of labour, {v. Campomanes Educ. popu- 
lar, part iv. page 1 1 2, note 98.) Yet, in 
procefs of time, the fccret was developed, 
that no human power can ftop the natural 
'prbgrefs of thcfc precious metals ; and 
Spain, exhsiufted of hs iilvcr, was ovtr- 
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ti^idmed witli bafe copper tDoney^ poured 
into it £noin AuTOuading oatioas* (f;^ Cam«- 
pom2DCSf E^ P. part ir. p. 272*) 

The iauOt itfelf is notorioas, that the 
countTf is dcititute of fpecie, at leaft rela^ 
tively 6}; and ccunt Campomanes, with 
great propriety^ points out the real caufes 
whidi have produced this effect. As fuch^ 
he flates the expenfive wars carried on in 
the (upport of foreign dominion; and, in 
confequence of their having loft their ma- 
nufa^tures, the fums expended to purchai^ 
from their more ipduilrious neighbours the 
moft common articles of clothings 

In the year 1784, the value of exports 
to Amierica was as follow^ being reduced 
to pounds fterling : 

Foreign prodoc*. 

2,182,531 
14,301 

30o'43 
21,240 



Spaaiih prodnce. 

Cadiz 1,438,912 
Malaga 1 96,379 
Seville 62,713 
Barcelona 122^631 
Coruoa 64,575 
Santander 36,715 
Tortofa 7,669 
Canarifcs 24,974 
Gijon 4,281 
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^.1,958,849 



39,962 

90.173 
289 

10,190 
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Total }>rodace. 
3,621,443 
210,680 

143,871 

J^4»537 
126,833 

7'9S8 
24.974 

14.471 
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The duties upon thcfe produced • one 
hundred feventy thoufand and eight hun- 
dred pounds. 

The value of imports from America was 
as follow, being reduced to fterling. 



In money and jewels* 1 In merchandUe. 



Cadiz 

Malaga 

Barcelona 

Conmna 

Santander 

Canaries 



8,297,164 

102,140 

741,283 

40,843 

109,807 

iC-9'29i,237 



2>990,757 
1 8,605 

91^233 

90,001 

100,974 

52,366 



jC-3^343'936 



The whole import was iC^ 12*635,173, 
being more than double what was ftated by 
the abbe Raynal; and the duty upon this 
amounted to five hundred twenty -feven 
thoufand four hundred and twenty- three 
pounds. 

The various prices of commodities com- 
ing from America were, A. D. 1775, in 
Cadiz, viz. 

Cochinealj the beft, from ninety-feven to 
one hundred and four . ducats of eleven 
' reals of plate the arroba, or about fixteen 
(hillings the pound* 

Indigo y 
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Indigo, from twenty-one to thirty-four 
reals of plate the pound, the real of plate 
being four pence halfpenny. 

Cacao, from twenty-fix to forty-one dol- 
lars the fanega, but moftly at forty. As, 
therefore, fixteen fanegas are equal at Ca- 
diz to twenty-five Winchefler bufhels, it 
may be reckoned at ^.3. i6i-. 9^. the 
bufhel. 

. Sugar, moderately white, twenty- five 
reals of plate the arroba, or about four 
pence halfpenny a pound. 

Hides, from Buenos Ayres, Caraccas, and 
Orinoco, about five pence a pound; but 
from the Havannah confiderably lefs. 

Vicuna Wool, from Peru, about two 
pence halfpenny a pound; and from Buenos 
Ayres, at two pence nearly. 

Cotton, clean, about three fhillings a 
pound. 

Copper, from Mexico and Peru, twenty- 
four dollars the quintal, or about eight 
pence a pound, on a fuppofition that one 
hundred and four pounds Spanifh equal 
one hundred and twelve Englifli; from 
Chili it is twenty- five per cent, cheaper. 

27;/, from America, was twenty dollars 
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lefs. Nearly one half this quantity, in the 
year 1787, came from Africa; eighty-five 
thoufand fanegas were imported from Ame- 
rica, and the remainder was furnifhed by 
Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia; the whole 
amount that year being one million four 
hundred and forty-eight thoufand fanegas. 

It is remarkable, that though they have 
-an opportunity of conftrudling tide-mills, 
yet, for want of thefe, they grind their corn 
with mules, which cods them ten reals, or 
•two (hillings nearly, per quintal or fa- 
nega. 

To prevent a fcarcity of com, and to 
make a profit by the fale of it, the city has 
eftablifhed a public granary, from which 
the bakers are fupplied at a given price; 
and, according to that, the magiftrates re- 
gulate the affize of bread. I vifited this 
vaft repofitory, and was much furprifed to 
fee the heaps of wheat full of all kinds of 
trumpery, not only barley, but vetches of 
various kinds, and a variety of noxious 
fectls. Had the grain been winnowed by 
the machine now in common ufe all over 
Scotland, it wpuld have been more beauti- 

. ful 
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ful to the eye, and much more wholefome 
for their food. 

When I had fatisficd my curioiity in 
viewing and contemplating the articles of 
commerce, under the prote<ftion of a friend, 
with whom I had fpent much time at Ma^ 
drid^ I made a little excurfion to fee the 
arienals at the Caraca. Cadiz itielf is 
ilrongly fortified towards the fea by rocks, 
and, on the land fide, by works ereded at a 
vaft expence. Beyond thefe are market 
gardens on the ftrand, watered by norias; 
and here begins the narrow caufeway lead^ 
ing to the iile of Leon, which is an exten*" 
five flat, uncultivated, and fcarcely fufcepti*- 
blc of cultivation. Although barren, it 
produces confidcrable profit by the nume- 
rous falt-pools, which require very littfe 
trouble or cxpencej becaufe the fun and 
air quickly occafion the water to evaporate, 
leaving the fait cryftallized. 

The village of Port Royal, through 
which we pafiTed, is one long ftrect, wejl 
paved, and very pretty. Here my curiofity 
prompted me to vifit M. de Langara, who 
gave me a polite reception • Pleafed with 

hiij 
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countenance and manner, I moft im« 
cereiy pitied his misfortunes. 

Ever fince the war, the ezertkms of 
Spain have been incefiont to render her 
marine refpe(ftable ; but more eipecially at 
the time when I was there, all was in mo- 
tion, and the minifter of the marine was 
making the moil flrenuous efibrts to equip 
a formidable fleet. This was done to vin- 
dicate their claims upon the Mofquito 
fiiore, although that territoiy was neve^ 
fuhjcA to the crown of Spain, and the incfe-* 
pendent princes, who have dominion thcr^ 
had been for ages in alliance with the Eng*^ 
liih nation. 

When I returned to England, I examined 
the nature and extent of the fettkment 
which caufed fb much uneafinefs to Spain: 
it conflfled of no more than five hundred 
and fixty-nine freemen, including the wo* 
men and their children, with one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-three black ilaves^ 
and two hundred and four head of cattle. 
The uneafinefs arofe, therefore, not from 
the number of the fettlers, but from their 
contraband trade; from their conununica- 
tion with the Mofquitos, wbo^ in time of 

war. 



r 396 ] 

war, had been ufcd to molcfl the Spaniards; 
and from the apprehenfion that, by their 
means, the Englifli, in fome future war, 
might cftablifli themfclves in force on the 
lake of Nicaragua. 

This fettlement was certainly valuable 
to England, as the connefting medium be- 
tween Jamaica and the Spanilh Main, for 
the exchange of our manufadures with 
Guatimala, againft indigo, cochineal, filver, 
and hard dollars. Indeed the indigo, grow- 
ing wild on all that coaft, yields the beft 
commodity, and no country produces finer 
fugar-canes. The infant colony made about 
a hundred and fifty hogfheads in one year; 
but being obliged to pay the foreign duty 
in England, the mills were fuffered to de- 
cay. Mahogany was a principal article of 
their commerce; and of this the annual 
export was about three million feet. Be- 
fide thefe articles, they fent to England 
four tons of turtle- (hells, paying a duty of 
one fliilling a pound, with a hundred and 
twenty thoufand pounds weight of farfapa- 
rilla, the duty of whi^h, at feven pence a 
pound, was three thoufand five hundred 
pounds; a fum more than fufficient to dif- 
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charge all the expences of this new fettle- 
ment. 

Such was the value of our poffeffions on 
the Mofquito Shore, that neither the ini* 
nifter who figned the preliminaries of peajce 
at the clofe of a difaftrous. War, nor his 
immediate fucccflbr in. office, who rati^ed 
that peace, would agree tp their relinquifli- 
ment; yet, in the year 1787; the fettlement 
was evacuated, and our moft faithful allies 
were abandoned to the. mercy of their inve- 
terate enemies. 

The magazines, all well arranged, ^c 
full of ftores, and new docks have been 
conftrufted at a vaft expence, for, being', 
funk in a bed of foft clay and loam, they 
are confequently difficult to conftruft, and 
require unremitted labour to keep them'4ry. 
For this purpofe they ufe chain pumps^. to 
the number, of fixteen, each worked ^by 
eight men, who alternately pump four hours, 
and reft eight. Thefe are criminals, mdftly 
fmugglers, condemned to this painful fervice, 
fome for three, others for feven, and not a 
few for fourteen years. The fmuggler? are, 
however, diftingiiifhed.from the thieves by a 
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iinglechaiA, trhilft the latter cany two. In 
this dock-yard alone arc a thoufand of thoie 
mifcrable creatures. I obferved here a 
practice worthy of imitation. To pre-> 
ierve their (lore mafts ^om the worms, 
from the wind, and from the fun, they are 
buried in iand, and by this fimple method 
are preserved for many years. 

In order to fhew how much their naval 
power has advanced in the fpace of a few 
years, I (hall fubjoin a (ktement of their 
marine as it flood in the years 1776 and 
1788. 





A. 


D. 1776. 


A.D.1788. 


^orce. 


Number of fhips. 


Number of {hips. 


212 


— 




— 10 


It 


— 


5 — 


— 3 

— 3 


74 


— 


— — 


— 42 


70 


— 


41 




68 







— 5 


64 


— 


4 — 


— 5 


60 





6 




58 


•— 


— 


— 4 


54 


— 


^-. 
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40 


— . 


— 


2 


34 


— 


— — 


— 40 



I take no notice of the fmaller frigates, 
they being of trifling importance. 

By 
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By this ftatement it is evident, that in 
twelve years the naval force of Spain has 
been nearly doubled, confidering merely 
the guns ; but when we take into confider* 
ation the number of their leading fliips, 
in point of refped:ability, it will appear to 
be much more than doubled; and if wt 
pay attention either to the views of govern- 
ment, or to the peculiar tafte and difpoii-* 
tion of the new fovereign, we may con- 
clude that no expence will be fpared, nor 
the moft watchftil attention wanting, to 
render their navy ftUl more formidable. 

It is a queftion worthy of difcuflion, 
whether Spain ought to aim at being dif-^ 
tingmfhed as a naval power; or whether 
the fums annually expended with that 
view would not be more profitably em- 
ployed in exciting induftry, by opening 
communications, promoting agriculture, 
cherifliing manufaflures, encouraging trade, 
and by adopting every plan, followed by 
the moft enlightened nations, to facilitate 
commercial intercourfe. Should flic ad- 
here to th^ colonifing iyftem, a powerful 
navy will be needful to protedt her com- 
merce^ and to fecure her monopolies ; but 

then 
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then it fhould be enquired, will the pro« 
portion of trade obtained, beyond what (he 
would enjoy if fhe had loil her authority 
over thefe diftant provinces, or if their trade 
was free, pay the expence of arming thus 
in times of peace, and of employing fuch 
a multitude of revenue officers to guard 
extenfive coafls ? but more efpecially, will 
it indemnify her for all the commercial 
wars in which (he may be engaged to fup* 
port her trade ? 

Thefe are queftions proper to be refolved; 
and her bed politicians think that the 
woi^d be richer and more powerful with- 
out colonies. If their opinion is well 
founded, it is abfurd to expend fo much 
upon their navy. 

No country can boaft greater advantages 
for trade than Spain ; and even without a 
fingle fliip fhe might be powerful and rich. 
Her wine, brandy, raifins, figs, almonds, 
oranges, and nuts; her olives, oil, foap- 
afties and foap ; her filks, linens and cot- 
tons, were they properly encouraged, with- 
the fine ft wool, not omitting the ejparto, 
fo valuable for cables, &c. her iron, fupe- 
rior in quality to that of other countries, 

with 



tx^ith tin» leddi and copper in abundancoi 
ivith her furplus corn, were the land in 
proper tillage; all thcfe produdtions of the 
foil, with the manufaftures, whicli, under 
a good government) mud naturally find 
eftabliihment in Spain, would be luch a 
never failing fourcc of wealth, that fliould 
any of the furrounding nations wifli to 
difturb her peace, flic could have no caufe 
to fear, becaufe upon a well- peopled, com- 
padt, and united empire, no lafting impref- 
iion can be made. But fuppofing Spain, 
with fuch advantages of foil and climate, 
producing fuch a rich variety of articles for 
trade, without exhaufting colonies, armed 
for fclf-defence, but not infpiring either 
jealoufy or fear, fliould confine her views 
wholly to domeftic induftry, which of all 
her neighbours could feel any inclination 
to moleft her? In fuch circumflanccs 
muft not every ant of them rejoice in her 
profperity ? 

War, among the rude inhabitants of in- 
fant countries, has only plunder for its objedt. 
This kind of depredation a well difciplined 
people have no need to dread ; and among 
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the civilized it has been long fince forgot-* 
ten. But the flames of war have been too 
often kindled among polifhed nations, with 
a view to conqucft; and projects of ambi* 
tion have feldom failed to fpring from 
wealth and power. Yet the more en* 
h'ghtened begin to fee the folly of fuch 
purfuits ; and all who are (killed in political 
arithmetic, are able to demonftrate their 
inexpediency. Not to mention tht cxpence 
of conquefts, both in men and nfioney, it is 
found, by experience, that an empire, not 
merely when poflfeffing diftant provinces, 
but as it extends its limits beyond cer- 
tain bounds, becomes proportionably weak. 
Whenever this truth fhall be univerfally 
acknowledged, only one fource of devafta- 
tion will remain. 

At prefent, the greateft danger to the 
profperity of Europe is from commercial 
wars. But when the colonies, ftill fiibju- 
gated to the European powers, fhall caft 
off the yoke, and the commercial nations, 
better acquainted with their true intereft, 
fhall duly cultivate the arts of peace, 
this fource of contention will be dried up, 
I and 
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and the 6nly furviving conteft will be tliat 
of induftry ; or, in the language of the eaft, 
tnen will beat their fwords into plough- 
fhares, atid their ipears into pruning- 
hooks. 

The benefits arifirig to niankind from 
this fpecics of contention, at'e defcribed by 
Hefiod, with fiich beautiful fimplicity, that 
i fhall take the liberty to quote him; 

A twofold envy, kindling twofold ftrife, 
Marks Hht viciflitudes of human life. 
On widely different principles they move ; 
Who hates the onei the other muft approve. 
Parent the one, of fierce prbtradted jars. 
To man, predefined fource of endlefs war<s« 
Night, fable goddefs^ gave the bettor births 
by Saturn wooed in lonely caves of earth. 
This fpurs the lazy on to noble deeds^ 
While the bright flame juf! emulatioil feeds. 
The idle neighbour of the growing great 
Envies that fource of wealth which forms his ft^tti 
Who plants, Who fows, with him in both to vie, 
Shall find fome mimic mortal ever nigh. 
Pregnant with good this mild contention lives ; 
fiy her each meager artifi eats and thrives : 
Scggv on brother Ibeggars keeps his eye> 
And learns from them his humble fuit to ply. 
£*en poets, kindling at another's name, 
inbdne their hanger by purfuit of fame. 
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Per/tit th^fc precepts, which my lines ijnpar^ 
Grave on the living tablet of thine heart. 
Nor let that worfe ambition fire thy mind, 
I'o join the mad purfuits of mad mankind : 
To whom enough from Ceres golden ftcfrc 
Earth yields for prefcnt day, but yields not more* 
With this contented, foothe thine anxious foul ; 
Nor rifle thine half by grafping at the whole. 
View foreign riches with indifferent eyes, 
Toil is the ways and means of rich fupplies. 

Hesiod's Works and Days. 

As we returned from the caraca, on the 
caufeway, a little above the level of the fea, 
and afterwards in the higheft part of the 
city, I obfcrved a porous kind of rock, 
compofed of flinty gravel, and broken 
fl^ells, united by a cement, fuch as was 
fuflicient to connedt, but not to fill up the 
intcrflices between them. This fadt fhould 
be treafured in the memory, becaufe it 
accords with many others, and points out 
a remarkable event in the hiftory of the 
earth, fubfequent to the grand revolution 
occafioned by the deluge. 

As we returned to the city, I had the 
fatisfaction of feeing a company of young 
gentlemen, who amufcd themfelves in the 
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fbfs of the ramparts, with their favourite 
diverfion of the balloon. Their ball, 
about eight inches in diameter, is made of 
.leather, ftrongly inflated by means of a 
machine, fo as to be exceedingly elaftic, 
after which it is fmeared with clay. This 
they fmite very obliquely againft a wall, 
with their right hand; and to give it a 
greater momentum, as well as to protect 
the fift, the hand is inclofed in a wooden 
cafe, in which are many wide ^nd deep 
fijrrows, croffing at right angles, fo as to 
leave a correfponding number of blunt 
points. The antagonifts, at the diftance 
of about fourfcore yards, receive the baU 
loon as it rebounds, an4 before it falls, one 
of them drives it back again, varying the 
angle within a given fpace, fo as beft to 
elude the attention of his opponents. This 
game, a fpecies of fives, yet more elegant 
than ours, requires much ftrength and good 
addrefs. 

In the evening I went to fee the theatre. 
It is large, elegant, and commodious ; but 
as plays would not aqcord with the folem-^ 
jlity of Lent, they compromifed the matter, 
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and contented themfelves with an exhibU 

tion of rope-dancers, tumblerSi pantomimes^ 

and puppet (hows, with fome moft wbim- 

fical dances, in all which they had excel-- 

lent performers. The dancers were in the 

ftile of lunatics, every one clothed in fome 

antic drefs, and the fcenp rcprefentcd the 

court-yard of a madhoufe. They began 
with country dances, then fuddenly they 

changed to the cotillion, the allemand, the 
galliego, and the fandango, pafling with 
quick tranfitions from one tp the other, an4 
concluding with a rich variety of figures. 

As it was Lent I heard many fermons, 
but not one which to me appeared intereft- 
ing* The irioft poliflied orators confine 
themfelves to churches ; but as it is foun4 
ufeful to have fome who can adapt them- 
felves to the underftandings and feelings of 
the vulgar, many preachers are appointed 
to harangue the multitude aflcmbled in the 
market place, and this they do with a ve- 
hemence of voice and gcfture fuited to 
their congregations. I obferved often three 
or four of thefe engaged at the fame time, 
yet keeping fuch a proper diftaqce as not 
to interfere, 
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One Wednefday evening, I went to the 
Francifcans to hear a penitential fermon de^ 
livered by a father of that fociety, who 
was famous for his difcourfes. This being 
finifhed, all the lights were extinguifhed, 
and inftantly the fcourges were applied. 
We could readily diftinguifli a difference 
in the found, according as the part fub- 
jedted to difcipline was more or lefs co- 
vered with elaftic mufcles, and in propor- 
tion to the degree of energy with which 
it was applied; but moderation was the 
prevaiUng fentiment, and miny fcarcely let 
the left hand know what the right hand 
did. How much more fervent is the zeal 
of Catalans, who feem as if the fcourge 
drew blood at every ftroke ! here not a 
voice was to be heard; whereas at Barce- 
lona the people uttered not only groans and 
bowlings, but a mixture between both 
more horrible than either. 

At times when the market place was 
not occupied by orators, the fcribes took 
poiTeffion of it with their benches, at 
which they fat with pen, ink, and paper, 
to write and read letters of all forts, and 
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to execute every kind of deed. The com^ 
, mon price of a letter is eight quartos, or 
two pence farthing; and although this fum 
is trifling in itfclf, yet, confidering the 
number of illiterate people who conftantly 
employ them, they contrive to make out a 
comfortable maintenance. 

Before I left Cadiz, I had the fatisfac- 
tion of being witnefs to the ceremonies at- 
tending a funeral. After the phyficians 
have turned their back upon a patient, 
nothing remains for him but confeflion, 
abfolution, the eucharift, extreme unction, 
death ; and no fooner is the laft event an- 
nounced, than all the friends of the deceafcd 
affemble, cjar la pefamcy that is, to condole 
with the afflided widow, who, clothed in 
mourning, and ftrctched upon a bed, yet 
fcarccly vifiblc for want of light, receives 
their compliments, and in a low voice fpeaks 
to each of them. As it is fuppofed that 
no one in the family of the deceafed can 
pay attention to the wants of nature, fome 
friend takes care to fend in a dinner ready 
drelTed, with plenty of every thing the 
fcafon can produce. When they are re- 
tired. 
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tired, the widow, fon, father, brotherijy 
uncles, coufins, and relations, each by name^ 
unite in a meffage of invitation to all the 
friends of the deceafed, requefting their 
attendance when the body is carried, the 
day following, to the grave, and at the fer-r 
yice to be performed the day after the in- 
terment for the repofe of the departed 
fouL 

In obedience to this fummons, they af- 
femble at the houfe of the deceafed, and 
walk in proceffion to the church, where 
the corpfe is placed during the fervice be- 
fore the altar, with the face uncovered, and 
the hands uplifted, as reprefented on our 
ancient monuments, with this difference, 
that the deceafed has a crucifix between 
his hands. After the funeral fervice, the 
neareft relatives affemble in the veftry, 
when all their acquaintance pay their re- 
fpedls, each by bowing to them, as he pailes 
filently before them. This finifhed, they 
return in folemn proceffion to the houfe, 
whefe the falutation, with the fame filence, 
is repeated. 

If, as in the cafe of the gentleman whofe 

obfequies 
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obiequief I Attendedt the deceaied whi-a 
peribn of condition* on the day Tucceeding 
the intermentf the church ii hung with 
mourning* all light ii excluded* excepting 
that of nuoieroui wax taperi* a funeral 
fSk it eredted* and all the rdativei ailemble 
rcHind it to attend the iervice of the mafi 
for the foul of the deceaied* On the lofi 
of a hulband, the difcontblate widow ii 
under obligation to abllain fix osonthi 
from all public amufemeoti t but the wi» 
dower ii acquitted for a few dayi abfti- 
nence from theft. 

Few placet are more healthy than Cadis. 
Yet when the folano, or fouth wind* blowi^ 
which comet to them over the fcorching 
plaint of Africa* having only the intervene 
tion of a ftrait, all the paiUont are inflamed* 
and during itt prevalence, the inhabitants* 
who are moA; irritable, commit every fpe- 
ciet of cxceft. 

For the pleafuret of focial intercourfe* I 
did not meet with any city more agreeable 
than this. As all nations are here aflem- 
blcd within narrow limits, by their mutual 
intcrcourre thcyr Ibften each others nun- 

ncrsi 
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ners i uid m^ notwithilanding the late (l^ock^ 
commerce^ flouriihcs in a degree, with itt 
never failing attendants* wealth and hofpi«» 
tality, a ftranger nmy pufs away his time 
with the hiii;heil fatisfai^tion to himfeUl 
For my part, excepting the vice-confal 
Mr. Duff, and the imperial conful Count 
de Greppi, I chiefly alTociated with 
Spaniards. Among thefe the principal 
was Don Antonio UUoa, the well known 
companion of D. George Juan, to whom 
I had been particularly recommended. I 
found him perleftly the philofopher, fen- 
Able and well informed, lively in his con« 
verfation, free and eafy in his manners. 
Having obferved at his door two foldiera 
mounting guard, I expedted fome pride of 
appearance, but I met with nothing like 
it. This great man, diminutive in ftature, 
remarkably thin and bowed down with 
age, clad like a peafant, and furrounded by 
his numerous family of children, with the 
youngeft about two years old, play in t» on 
his knee, was fitting to receive morning 
vifitors, in a room, the dimenfions and 
furniture pf which, for a few moments, 

diverted 
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diverted my attention from himfelf, the 
chief objeft of veneration. The room 
\\ra8 twenty feet long by fourteen wide>i 
and lefs than eight feet high. In this I 
faw difperfed confufedly, chairs, tables^ 
trunks, boxes, books, and papers, a bed, a 
prefs, umbrelbs, clothes, carpenters tools, 
mathematical inftruments, a barometer, a 
clock, guns, pictures, looking - glafles, 
foinis, minerals, and (hells, his kettle, 
bafons, broken jugs, American antiquities, 
money, and a curious mummy from the 
Canary iflands, or at leaft its ;runk with 
the head and arms, for having been the 
common play-thing of his children, they 
had amufed themfelves with drawing its 
teeth, and breaking off its limbs. 

Among the extraneous foflils, he fliewed 
me a variety of fea-fhells, colleded by him- 
felf near the fummits of the higheft moun- 
tains in America, fomc on the furface, but 
many bedded in the limeftone rock. When 
I went to take my leave of him, on quit- 
ting Cadiz, he prelentcd me with his Na- 
tural ITirtory of South Amcric.1, a work 
highly dclcrving to be tranllated. 

As 
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As ufual, before I left the city, I enquired 
into the value of provifions, . and found 
here, as in other cities, one contractor, who 
fupplies the carcafes at a ftipulated price, 
making his contraft for twelve months. 
Thefe the magiftrates fell to the butchers, 
taking a profit for the city^ and fixing the 
retail prices to the confumer. To avoid 
unufual fractions of a penny, I fliall give 
thefe in Spanifli quartos^ of which eight 
are equal to two pence farthing. 

Beef fells for fifteen quartos the ponndl 
of fixteen ounces; veal for fixteen> 
mutton twenty-one; hog's lard twenty- 
four ; bread feven. Wheat is forty-feven 
reals the fanega, or five and ten pence nearly 
for a Winchefter bufliel. 

The pay of a labourer is fix reals, or 
fomething more than fourteen pence a 
day; but artifans require double. Mer- 
chants reckon one hundred and eight varus 
to be equal to one hundred yards; but in 
reality four hundred and five varas make 
three hundred and feventy-one yards. The 
feet and inches bear the fame proportion. 

Five fanegas of corn are reckoned in 
trade to correfpond with eight Winchefter 

bufhels. 
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ki(helii| but the proportion ii fixtedn to 
twcnty-fivf. 

Eight arrobai of wine make twenty^ 
five giillons. 

One hundred and four Spani(h pounda 
are equal to one hundred and twelve Eng- 
liflii at lead in the rough calculation! of » 
merchant* 
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